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 Help for non-English speakers 

If you need help to understand this policy, please contact the Albany Rise Primary School 
Administration. 

 

PURPOSE  

1.1  Schools must provide a language program for students from Foundation to Year 10  

1.2  In order to maintain registration with the VRQA, a school must meet the minimum standards 

for school registration, which include provision of languages education across all year levels, 

delivered by a VIT registered teacher or staff with permission to teach.  

1.3  Learning languages in addition to English extends students literacy repertoires and their 
capacity to communicate. It strengthens students understanding of the nature of language, 
culture and the process of communication.  

 

1.4  Learning languages broadens students’ horizons about the personal, social, cultural and 
employment opportunities that are available in an increasingly interconnected and independent 
world. The interdependence of countries and communities requires people to negotiate 
experiences and meaning across languages and cultures. The bilingual or plurilingual capability is 
the norm in most parts.  

 

GUIDELINES  

2.1  All students at our school (unless special consideration is granted by the principal) will study a 
sequential language course based upon the learning focus statements contained within the 
Victorian Curriculum for Languages.  

2.2  The curriculum selected for our school in Languages is currently Chinese Mandarin(modern 
Standard Chinese) and Indonesian. Our school aims to provide a program that is: 

- primarily aimed at developing proficiency  
- taught by a qualified teacher of the language 

 
2.3  Student progress in Language Strands and Sub-Strands will be reported in semester academic 
reports, for each semester in which is it taught through face- to- face instruction.  
 
2.4  Language study for all students will be approximately 50 minutes per week by a designated 
Language teacher and follow up in-class reinforcement of new learning of up to 100 minutes. 
(Total of 150 minutes per week). The Education Department recommends schools provide a 
language program that is primarily aimed at developing proficiency in the target language, taught 
by a qualified teacher of the language, and delivered for a minimum of 150 minutes per week, 
spread as evenly as possible across the week.  
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2.5  Classroom teachers will support Language (other than English) learning in classrooms by 
incorporating Language displays, Asian studies and key phrases such as greetings into their daily 
practice. 
 

2.6  A budget that provides for the needs of the Language program will be developed by the 
Specialist Language teacher and resourced by school council. 

 

2.7  The specialist Language teacher will be allocated the responsibility of coordinating the schools 
Language program and related special events (eg. Multicultural Day/ Chinese New Year).  

 

2.8  An Asian Education team will facilitate broader aspects of the Language curriculum including 
the development of Sister School activities, a Multicultural day, Chinese excursions, embedding 
Asian Education into the curriculum. 

 

2.9  Parent support for our Language program will be actively sought and supported by staff, 
including opportunities for parents to share experiences and teach components of the language 
with a teacher present. 

 

2.10  In circumstances where qualified and proficient VIT registered staff cannot be recruited in 
the preferred Asian Language Program, options to utilise the language skills of school community 
members in collaboration with teaching staff, will be considered.  

 

2.11  Cultural awareness programs cannot replace language programs as they do not develop 
student proficiency in the target language. These programs tend to focus on developing cultural 
awareness (for example, teaching the target culture in English through games, dance, food) and 
teach limited vocabulary and language structures. ARPS will provide a language program that 
targets language 

 

2.12  The Language program will be reviewed annually by the Leadership Team. 

 

References:  

 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/languages-education/policy  

https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/ByPin?pin=PT9KC4  
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Resources:              

Google Drive: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0APsGZOeO2A7QUk9PVA  

Website: https://albanyrise-ps.vic.edu.au/about-us/policies/  

 

 

Policy last reviewed 18th June 2025  

Approved by  School Council:  
 
Principal:  
 
 
 

Next schedule review date: 2028  
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