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2022 TERM 2 CALENDAR
Mon

4th May STUDENT PHOTOS—9.00AM

Thurs

5th May

Mothers day stall—9am-11am

Thurs 5th May

Foundation 2023 Group Tour &
Open afternoon

Fri

6th May

Cross Country Year 3-6 TBC

Sat

7th May BUNNINGS BBQ—
(VOLUNTEERS WILL BE NEEDED
PLEASE)

TueFri

10th –
20th
May

Wed

NAPLAN Yr 3 & 5 (online 2022)
-Writing: 10th May
-Language Conventions: 12thMay
-Reading: 16th May
-Numeracy: 18th May

From the Principal

Saturday 7th May
Bunnings BBQ

VOLUNTEERS SHEET IS AT THE OFFICE
Just call the office or drop in to put your name
on the roster.
TIMES ARE:
8am—10am

18th May School Council Meeting 7pm
th

Fri

20 May Student Free Curriculum Day

10am—12pm

MonWed

23rd –
25th May Year 5/6 CAMP to Log Cabin

12pm—2pm

Thur- 26th May Education Week
Thur - 2nd Jun (includes open night & book fair 1st & 2nd June)
Mon

30th
May

Foundation 2023 Group Tour &
Open afternoon

Thurs 2nd Jun Book Character parade
Mon.

13th Jun

Queen’s Birthday holiday.

Tues

14th
June

Professional Practice Day—all staff
STUDENT FREE DAY—TBC

Fri

17th Jun

ALBANY RISE DISCO

Fri.

24th Jun

Term two concludes –
dismissal at 2.30pm.

WEDNESDAY 4th MAY
Student Photos at school
Please ensure all students are dressed in
their correct school uniform are

Welcome to Term 2 @ ARPS
There are so many exciting and positive learning opportunities for Term 2, I know students and staff are antici-

WEDNESDAY
4TH MAY
RESPECT

Or even 1 hour—we really need your help.

Photo times start right on 9 am so please ensure students are here on time.

SCHOOLPIX
NEW DATE FOR
STUDENT
PHOTOS

2pm—4pm

pating the opportunities and activities ahead with great enthusiasm. This term we have our Book Fair and Education
week activities, Foundation 2023 group tours, Year 3-6
Cross country event, our DISCO, Camp and so much more!
We have been fortunate at ARPS to be able to maintain
generally consistent routines and timetables throughout
Term 1, despite the impact of COVID on staffing and families, and we hope that this trend continues (as far as possible) during Term 2.

RESILIENCE

RESPONSIBILITY

Many thanks to the families at ARPS who have acted responsibility and with consideration of other families,
when managing and testing for COVID at home. These efforts help to keep our community safe and well.

In the next few weeks, students in Year 3 and 5 will be undertaking their first NAPLAN assessments online. Information regarding these tests has already been sent home to families.
Attendance will remain a priority area of Focus for Term 2, with the knowledge that strong engagement with
peers and learning helps build school and community connectedness and resilience. We appreciate the efforts
of all our families in communicating explanations for absences whenever they occur, via Compass, Dojo or by
phone to the office.
Parents and Carers are strongly encouraged to continue the high levels of communication with classroom
teachers through Dojo and personal contact throughout Term 2, including opportunities to confirm individual
learning plan arrangements, personal learning goals for students, and celebrating student learning and resilience.

Staffing updates.
I am excited to announce that we have recently employed Dana Kroenert (experienced teacher) as our new
Primary Welfare Officer. Dana will be supporting students and families with attendance monitoring, support our
bullying prevention programs, work with staff to lead our School Wide Positive Behaviour approach, develop
and oversee our lunchtime activity programs, and be available to students and families for confidential support
and direction to a range of student support services. We look forward to seeing Dana onsite from next week.
This week, we celebrate the success of Ms Adriana Costa and Mr Glynn Ford, as they move into Leading
Teacher positions at another school. Of course, we are very sad to lose these amazing teachers from our
ARPS community but recognise the importance of supporting leadership potential in the broader teaching and
education community. We wish both teachers the best of luck at their new school, and hope to have information
regarding confirmed replacement teachers for these classes within the next 3 weeks, as a rigorous recruitment
process is undertaken.
Staff, students and parents will have an opportunity to farewell these staff at our assembly on Friday this week.
Additionally, we are very excited for Mrs Natalie Smith, who is expecting TWINS later this year. A comprehensive handover and recruitment process is currently being planned, with Mrs Smith expected to remain with 45S
until the end of Term 2.

Assembly

I am delighted to announce that we can now welcome members of the community back to our weekly assemblies indoors. Starting this Friday 29th April, we will be holding our school assemblies back in the gym commencing at 2:45pm. Everyone is welcome to attend, regardless of vaccination status. Please be reminded that
this is only applicable to this setting, i.e., you will still need to show proof of vaccination (including booster) if
and when you are working with children at ARPS. We will be observing social distancing as much as possible in
the gym, and that could mean that seating arrangements will be spread out throughout the gym, as well as having grades sit further apart from each other instead of the pre covid arrangement. You will not be required to
wear a facemask unless you are a household contact. Please be advised also that we will no longer be
livestreaming assemblies. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.

Extra Curricula

All of our extra curricula programs are now back up and running, including our
Junior Rockers music education program. Parents can access enrolment into this
program via the school website, or by contact Junior Rockers directly on: 1300
467 625 or https://juniorrockers.com/login

This instrumental music program provides 1-1 and small group instruction in
Guitar, Piano and Drums.

School Council Opportunities

We are still seeking a parent to fill a casual vacancy on School Council. Meetings occur twice per
term, and members of School Council can attend the meetings via WebEx if needed. Meetings are on
Wednesdays (twice per term) at 7pm.
The role of parents on School Council is vital in setting the direction of learning and allocation of funding towards events and facilities. The value of parent input into these meetings for feedback, discusion and a co
prehensive view of parent opinions on school issues is highly important. Any parent who is interested is stron
ly encouraged to contact the school, or see me directly. Training can be provided, if requested.
Our next School Council meeting is on Wednesday 18th May at 7pm at the school.
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CAMP Year 5/6

We are very pleased to be able to be providing a Camp for our Year 5 and 6 students this term. Our Year 5/6
students will be attending Log Cabin Camp from 23rd May- 25th May. With significant staffing changes occurring
this term, we are aiming to ensure current ARPS staff are going on camp with the Year 5/6 students. This may
have a ‘roll on’ impact to staffing in other classes for the 3 days of the year 5/6 camp. I know parents will unde
stand that we are working very hard to ensure our students are not disappointed by any need to potentially pos
pone or (worst case) cancel this camp.
Once staffing is confirmed for camp, parents will be informed about financial arrangements, as needed.

Shade Sail & new sand

It has been wonderful to see large groups of students again enjoyed the shaded sandpit area during recess and
lunchtimes. The addition of new sand, along with the new shade sail, has made this a lovely, ‘fresh’ play space
for all students to enjoy.

Mothers’ Day stall – 5th May

Families can now access Compass to pre-purchase ‘vouchers’ to spend at the Mother’s day stall next Thursday.
There is a great collection of gifts for students in each year level to choose from. Many thanks to our Parents’
Association for their preparation and planning for this traditional activity at ARPS. Parents or Carers who are
keen to support our Parents’ Association with onsite sales on the day, can contact the PA via:
albanyrisepa@gmail.com

COVID UPDATE - Reporting your child’s positive test

If your child tests positive to COVID-19 you need to report the positive case through the Student COVID-19 Test
Portal or you can notify the school in writing or by phone.
You must also report your child’s positive test to the Department of Health via the COVID-19 Positive Rapid Antigen Test Self-Reporting Form or call centre on 1800 675 398.
Further information for languages other than English
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

For school information in languages other than English, call TIS National on 131 450.
Please ask them to call the DET COVID-19 hotline on 1800 338 663 and they will help interpret.
For translated written information about COVID-19, please visit: Translated information about COVID-19 |
Coronavirus Victoria.
For health advice in languages other than English, visit www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/translated-information
-about-coronavirus-covid-19

General advice and support
For general advice and support please call the Department of Education and Training COVID-19 hotline on
1800 338 663.

Air Purifiers

Over the holiday break, our school took delivery of an additional 26 air purifiers. This has ensured that every
learning space and office area now has an operational air purifier. Many thanks to Adam Summersett for moving
and unpacking all the purifiers before school returning.

RATS in Term 2

The Department of Education has confirmed that Rapid Antigen Tests will continue to be provided free to school
in Term 2, for at least the first 4 weeks of term. ARPS will ensure these are distributed early as each batch
arrives at the school. Parents can collect packs from the office if required.

KidsCo- Before and Afterschool Care

Our New Before and Afterschool Care providers have enjoyed a very positive start to their work with ARPS co
munity. With enrolment numbers increasing for the program, we are confident that this program with provide
wonderful service to our school. KidsCo are currently also upgrading the out of school hour facilities, including
some painting and new furniture. I am confident families utilising the program will be very happy with the facility
tion and communication from our new providers. Parents can enrol in the program by following the links on our
school website: https://albanyrise-ps.vic.edu.au/about-us/#oshclub
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Bunnings- BBQ- Help Needed
Volunteers are needed to help out with our Bunnings BBQ on Saturday 7th May at Springvale.
Time slots available are:
8am – 10am
10am – 12pm
12pm – 2pm
2 pm– 4:30pm
Please contact the office or email albanyrisepa@gmail.com to sign up for a timeslot. Can only do 1 hour?
That’s fine, please let us know when you can help.

Election BBQ 21st May

We are also seeking parent support for our Election Day BBQ on Saturday 21st May. This is a great opportunity
for our parents to ‘touch base’ with the broader Mulgrave community, and serve up ‘democracy sausage’ or two
Please contact the office if you can provide any help on this day.

ANZAC service

On Tuesday, our student leaders presented a very thoughtful ANZAC commemoration presentation for our
school community. Students stood for 1 minute in silence to reflect on the sacrifices of others to ensure we have
the wonderful opportunities we have today. Our Choir sang a very poignant song which linked the past and pre
sent efforts of our service men and women.

NAPLAN - 10th-19th May

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) involves students in Years 3 and 5 from
all states and territories in Australia. NAPLAN testing will take place on Tuesday 10 th May, Thursday 12th May,
Monday 16th May and Wednesday 18th May. Students’ skills in reading, writing, language conventions (spelling,
punctuation and grammar) and numeracy will be assessed. These national test results provide information on
how your child is progressing and performing in the key areas of literacy and numeracy and also help to support
improvements in teaching to benefit your child. Parents can support their children to be ready to participate in
these assessment tasks by facilitating a smooth, calm start to each day. Please ensure that your child/ren have
breakfast before coming to school and that they arrive to school on time.
Individual student NAPLAN reports will be forwarded to families later in the year. These reports will provide parents and staff with a snapshot of students’ achievements but should not be seen as a definitive or comprehensive assessment. Thanks to Mrs Sue White for her organisation and coordination of the NAPLAN assessment
and thank you to all staff involved in supervising.
Tuesday

10th May

Lv 3 & 5 NAPLAN – Writing.

Thursday

12th May

Lv 3 & 5 NAPLAN – Spelling & Language Conventions

Monday

16th May

Lv 3 & 5 NAPLAN – Reading

Wednesday

18th May

Lv 3 & 5 NAPLAN – Numeracy
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Helping Students Get Ready For The NAPLAN Tests
By Michael Grose- www.parentingideas.com.au
The most resilient children and young people are those who rise to meet rather than retreat from the challenges presented to them. Perhaps it’s best to view the NAPLAN tests as good learning experiences rather than
dreaded pressure tests.
During the third week of May Australian children in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will take part in the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). The stated purpose of this testing program is to gain an
overall picture of educational attainment levels to assist education policy and decision-making.
The program, first implemented in 2008, has drawn some criticism from a number of different quarters, particularly in regard to the use of the information gained through the NAPLAN tests. You’ve probably heard a
number of different viewpoints expressed in the media over the last few weeks.
One view commonly put forward is that the NAPLAN tests put undue pressure on children to perform in test
situations. If so, then perhaps the best approach for parents and teachers is to help them handle the pressure rather than avoid it. The most resilient children and young people are those who rise to meet rather than
retreat from the challenges presented to them. Perhaps it’s best to view the NAPLAN tests as good learning
experiences rather than dreaded pressure tests.
Children and young people take their cues from their parents about how to handle many situations. American
psychologist Martin Seligman discovered more than a decade ago, through his research into children’s thinking styles, how closely a child’s explanatory style mimics that of the parent they spend most time around. Optimistic parents beget optimistic kids, just as anxious parents can beget anxious kids. The impact of a
parent’s explanatory style seems to be magnified somehow in small families where there are fewer voices to
be heard.
As a parent it helps your child, if you take a positive view of the NAPLAN tests. It’s better to see them as
learning opportunities for kids as well as opportunities to overcome any anxieties or nerves that these tests
may bring on. It’s also worth remembering that many children don’t stress over these tests. The vast majority
take them in their stride, wondering what all the fuss is about.
Whether your child stresses or takes them in his stride here are some tips to help prepare for the
NAPLAN tests:
1. Take your cues from your child: If your child doesn’t worry about them then neither should you. Be
careful not to create a problem that doesn’t exist by incessantly talking about, or worse, worrying about the
test.
2. Focus on doing their best and trying hard: Choose your words carefully when you speak with your kids.
As with all their learning activities place your focus squarely on effort rather than results. The only pressure
on kids should be to try hard rather than to do well.
3. Listen to any concerns they have: If your child confesses to some nerves then validate their feelings, rather than shut them down with a ‘get over it’ response. “Yes, sometimes tests can be a little scary, but they
get easier every time you take them.” Use this as an opportunity to develop some emotional smarts, which
starts with recognising how kids feel.
4. Give them some relaxation ideas: Anxious or nervous kids will benefit from some simple relaxation strategies. Taking some deep breaths, changing their thinking and exercising the morning of the test are some
simple ways to help kids get some feeling of control.
5. Help them retain their perspective: One way to help children who become excessively anxious about an
event is to ask what’s the worst thing that could happen? Okay, they may not do as well as they would like
but the sun will still rise tomorrow, regardless of how well they do. Keeping perspective is a life skill that we
all need to practise.
A positive, caring parent attitude is one of the best gifts you can give a child when they are apprehensive or
nervous about approaching any different situation whether it’s going on school camp, joining a new club or
sitting a NAPLAN test.
‘Pod Devices’ and ‘Vaping’
Recently, it has come to staff attention that some students are gaining access to ‘pod devices’ at home
and bringing these to school to show other students. Parents and carers are advised that is it not appropriate
for students to have these devices, especially at school, for obvious reasons including the health and safety
concerns these devices represent. Any such devices found at school will be confiscated and disposed of, with
appropriate follow up, support agencies and consequences in place for students, as needed.
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2023 Enrolments- & Fly into Foundation Program

Our 2023 Fly into Foundation transition program has a number of special events on the Term 2 calendar.
We hope that those families already enrolled will come to take part in various onsite activities. Families of
students yet to enrol are encouraged to do so as soon as possible, and no later than June, to assist with
planning for staffing and class placements in 2023.

Happy Ramadan!

Next Sunday 1st May marks the end of Ramadan for our Islamic community members. Wishing our Islamic community a Ramadan Mubarak (Happy Ramadan!)

Judy Drew
Principal

Albany Rise Primary School
Cross Country Reminder Notice 2022 –

FRIDAY 6th MAY

A reminder to all parents with children in years 3, 4, 5 and 6 that our annual Cross Country Carnival will
take place on FRIDAY THE 6 OF MAY (weather permitting) at Southern Reserve. There is a permission to
be completed on COMPASS, so please ensure this is completed as soon as possible. Thank-you if you have
already completed this.
th

Information:
•

Students who are 10 years and under will run two kilometres, and all other older students will run
three kilometres. This will involve either two or three laps of our cross-country course, with each lap
being approximately one kilometre.

•

Teachers will complete the morning role as per usual, then all students from years 3 to 6 will walk
down to Southern Reserve together. The first race will commence at 9.30 am.

•

The first 8 place getters for each age group will be invited to the district competition, to be held at
Jells Park, on Wednesday 25th May, 2022.

•

District Cross Country for nominated students—Jells Park 12pm—2pm.

What to Bring:


All students will need to bring a snack, drink, sunscreen and wear appropriate clothing and footwear, including a school hat and if possible, a house-coloured t-shirt.

NOTE: If your child requires an asthma puffer, please remind them to bring it to school
and keep it with them at all times.
Finally, If any family or friends wish to come and watch this event or offer their assistance, please contact
the School office, as working with children certificates are required.
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
56C
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WHOLE
OF

56F
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BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE AT ALBANY RISE

REGISTER NOW FOR NEXT TERM
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