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VCOP is designed to bring the fun back into writing, to make
children want to write and to be continuously challenged

throughout the writing journey. Through games, activities,
writing tasks, conversations and discussions, students will
learn not only where their abilities lie in a fun and engaging

way, but also the steps they need to take, in order to
continue to improve.

 
VCOP is a methodology for raising the standards in writing

across all ages and ability levels throughout Australasia. It
seeks to address the reasons why there are falling standards
in writing. Based on the premise that ‘if they can’t say it, they

can’t write it’, we scaffold the learning to allow children to
become articulate thinkers and speakers, who will then

become articulate writers. It is a differentiated approach
suitable for pre-writers, all the way through secondary

school. 
 
 

VCOP



 

V- is for vocabulary (ambitious ‘WOW’ words) and children are
encouraged to widen their use of language to make their
writing richer. In the classroom, new and expressive words are
collected and shared. 

C - is for connectives (joining words) such as and, because, so,
besides, although, however, but etc. This makes writing more
cohesive and interesting. 

O - s for openers (opening your sentences in a variety of
ways). Varying the way you open sentences makes them more
engaging to read. There are three main ways of opening
sentences – using connectives and words ending in ‘ly’ and ing’.
Another way includes starting a sentence with a word ending in
‘ed’. 

P - is for punctuation – correctly using punctuation
appropriate for age or level. Children are taught the names of
the different punctuation and they learn how to use them to
‘up level’ their writing. 

So what does VCOP stand for?



BIG WRITE
A Big Write is a celebration of students’ learning. This is
conducted on Wednesdays.. The biggest difference between 
Big Write and the ‘everyday’ writing session is the
environment. The classroom has a different atmosphere. The
lights are tuned off and quiet music is playing. Students are
not allowed to talk to each other and the teacher takes this
time to conference with students one to one and look at their
individual writing goals. ‘Talk Homework’ will be sent home to
allow the students opportunities to talk about their
upcoming writing.

COLD WRITE:
A Cold Write is where students are not given the opportunity
to talk about the topic before writing and the learning aides
are removed. This is an opportunity for students to display
what they know without the assistance from external
resources.

TALK HOMEWORK:
Talk Homework will be sent home with students. This will
allow student opportunities to talk about their writing, gain
ideas from family and friends and to assist in making the
most out of their Big Write session..



 

 

  

  

 

Vocabulary (Wow words!)

It is important that children begin to think carefully
about the vocabulary they choose and
the effect that it has on the reader. We promote the use
of "WOW" words in writing.

These are words that are ambitious for the children to
use; they can 'upgrade' their

nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs:

N ou n - A word that names a person, place or thing:
The exhausted, frightened youngster trudged slowly
through the thick mud.

Adjective - A word used to describe a person, place or
thing:
The exhausted, frightened youngster trudged slowly
through the thick mud.

Verb - A word to describe action; what is happening in the
sentence:
The exhausted, frightened youngster trudged slowly
through the thick mud.



 

 

  

  

 

 Read to, and with, your child.
 Talk about and write down interesting (wow) words
in the stories you are reading at home.
 Ask your child to try using the words you have
found in a sentence.
 When you use a word your child is unfamiliar with,
discuss what it means with them (encourage them to
use the word in a sentence).
 Discuss with them words that you would use in
different situations (e.g. formal, informal).
 Have a mini-quiz: 'How many words can you think of
instead of 'said'?' or 'went', 'nice', 'good'. Put each one
in a sentence.
 Give your child two different words and ask them to
make different a sentence from them. e.g.: 'magical' and
'boy'

Adverb - A word to describe how the action is taking
place:
The exhausted, frightened youngster trudged slowly
through the thick mud.

How can you help?

 Encourage your child to look up vocabulary to find
possible synonyms (a word or phrase that means the

same). 
 


