17th February, 2022
2022 TERM 1 CALENDAR

From the Principal

Fri

25th Feb

Student Leadership Badge
Presentation - 9.00am

Fri

25th Feb

Yr 6 Interschool sports Round #2

Tues

1st Mar

Parent Partnership #3

Wed

2nd Mar

Cooking Classes (for enrolled families)

Fri

4th Mar

Yr 6 Interschool Sports Round #3

Tues

8th Mar

Parent Partnership #4

Wed

9th Mar

Cooking Classes (for enrolled families)

Fri

11th Mar

Yr 6 Interschool sports Round #4

Mon

14th Mar Labour Day holiday

th

Friday, 25 March

Colour
Explosion

Tues 15th Mar Student Free Day (Curriculum)
Wed

16th Mar

Cooking Classes (for enrolled families)

Thurs 17th Mar

Multicultural Harmony Day

Fri

TWILIGHT WORKING BEE

All Welcome!

4pm-6pm

POSTPONED
Fri

18th Mar

Wed

23rd Mar School Council AGM 6.30 meeting

Thurs 24th Mar

Yr 6 Interschool sports Round #5

GRIP Leadership conferenceSelected students

Fri

25th Mar

BBQ afterwards
This is a Parent Association
Fundraiser.

Grandparents Day F-2
Foundation Open Afternoon

Fri

25th Mar

Foundation Open Afternoon

Fri

25th Mar

Yr 6 Interschool sports Round #6

Tues

29th Mar

ARPS House Athletics Carnival

Notices and more information
will be out soon

All day (Yrs 3-6)
Fri

1st April

Yr 6 Interschool sports Round #7

Fri

8th Apr

TERM ONE CONCLUDES
DISMISSAL 2.30pm

Parents as Partners Course 2022

This week an expression of interest for the Parents As Partners course has been shared with families across the school.
This course provides an opportunity for parents to learn about
the process of literacy and numeracy teaching and learning at
school and how parents can support student learning at
home. The course provides practical resources and advice to
parents and carers which can be used to support the home/
school learning partnership.
Parents and carers who take part in the course are also well
suited to take on volunteer roles for daily reading support in
the classroom or other in-class volunteering opportunities.
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The course is aimed at parents and carers at all year levels, but is particularly relevant to parents with their
child in the first year of schooling, parents of students with English as an Additional Language (EAL) and
families where the daily reading routine may be undertaken by family members other than parents, such as
grandparents or older siblings.
We require a minimum of 4 parents/ carers/ grandparents for the course to go ahead. The course is facilitated by our highly experienced Intervention and Equity support teacher, Mrs Ninette Paolucci. Please be sure
to send back your expression of interest so we can confirm the program for 2022.

Thumbs Up


To the large number of families this week who attended a Meet and Greet interview with a 2022 class
teacher (or specialist). The staff enjoyed the opportunity to meet their student’s parents, to find out
what the common areas are to work on improving for the children. The home/school partnership is just
so crucial in making sure we see widespread improvement in all facets of academic progress and social and emotional wellbeing.



To the Year 6 students who represented our school at the first interschool sports and swimming events
for 2022 on Friday, what a great effort and fabulous sportsmanship from all students.



To the large group of parents who attended the Foundation information afternoon session in the ARC
on Monday afterschool, it was wonderful to be able to have you all onsite, in the classroom and able to
share information and respond to ‘on-the-spot’ questions about ARPS Foundation year programs and
processes.

Reminder: Student Leaders badge presentation- Friday 25th February @ 9am

We are very excited to be able to present our newly elected and chosen student leaders with their leadership
badges on Friday 25th February. The Hon Daniel Andrews (Premier) will be attending the ceremony to
present each child with their badges.
We will aim to have the presentation OUTDOORS to avoid the use of masks and to have the maximum
available ventilation.
Should the weather conditions be questionable (eg. possible rain/ overcast) we will hold the presentation in
the hall. In this case, all adults present and all students from Year 3-6 will be required to wear a mask
indoors, including during the presentation.
The ceremony will have the following leadership roles recognised:
•
School Captains
•
School Vice Captains
•
House Captains
•
House Vice Captains
•
Junior School Councillors
•
Office Leader, Breakfast Club, Essential Duties, Library Leader, Arts Leader, ICT Leader, Jolly
Jogger, Choir Leader
Students who are taking part in the Peer Mediation program will have badges presented later this term.

Covid Update

We want to thank parents and students for the great job they continue to do in keeping our school as safe as
possible by following important COVIDSafe measures such as mask wearing, physical distancing, ventilation, getting vaccinated and rapid antigen testing. Together our school community has successfully established positive routines for daily school activities which has ensured we can operate ‘as normal’.
The Victorian Government last week announced an extension to the COVIDSafe measures introduced for
the beginning of Term 1. This includes extending the availability of free rapid antigen tests (RAT) for screening until the end of term. This is great news and will mean we’re able to continue identifying COVID-19 cases
as early as possible, reducing the impact on our school and individuals.
Twice-a-week testing continues to be strongly recommended for both students and staff, with a reminder to
not only report a COVID-positive result online, but to inform the school both by phone and as an absence
note in Compass. This will not only assist us in supporting you, but will enable us to let the rest of the school
community know there has been a positive case onsite.
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Improving ventilation is one of the most effective measures to keep education settings safe. We look forward
to receiving additional air purifiers (as was announced today) ahead of winter to supplement natural and mechanical ventilation during the cooler months and cover general purpose classrooms (such as our specialist
areas of Art, Music, Science and Indonesian rooms).
Mask rules will remain the same, with students in Grade 3 and above required to wear masks – although they
will not be required outdoors.
On behalf of the school, I would like to thank you again for your continued support in helping your child to
complete the rapid antigen tests and other COVIDsafe measures. As a result of these efforts our school can
continue providing a safe environment for students and staff.

Student Attendance
Teachers have been so pleased with the high levels of attendance by students in all year levels, despite the
challenges of Covid. I congratulate our parent/carer community for the strong routines and positive engagement in school that is being proactively promoted across the school.
This week, some reminder notices have been sent home to families regarding a small number of unexplained
absences that are yet to be updated by parents on Compass. If your child is absent for any reason, it is a requirement that an explanation is provided to the school for our records. Parents are encouraged to do this via
Compass, but you can also contact the office to have this information updated if needed. Thanks to the many
parents who ensure attendance records are up to date on COMPASS and students are on site every day,
(even on their birthday- this is not a valid reason for absence from school).
Of course, if your child is unwell, please keep them at home.

Junior School Council and Student Voice Team
Our Junior School Council (JSC) group and Student Voice Team (SVT) is a group of 11 students from Year 2
to 6 elected by their peers and endorsed by staff. This group of students has a meaningful say in events from
all aspects of school life, and support the needs of local charities through fundraisers and student led events.
The first meeting of our JSC group was held today and the input and ideas from students was very pleasing to
see. I am looking forward to further input and activities led by this group of students throughout 2022.

Parent Class Representatives
Each year, we provide parents/carers the opportunity to act as a ‘conduit’ between the classroom and the parent community, by taking on the role of Parent Class Representative @ ARPS. In this role, the parent/ carer
can:








Support the classroom teacher with the practical organising of upcoming events (eg. arrange the collection of easter eggs for the school Easter raffle)
Provide information from the Parents Association meetings (held once per month) back to the classroom
teacher- to have coordinate planning
Provide feedback from communications to the class (eg. ‘Can we have more photos on Dojo?)
Help the teacher on excursions (Parent Reps are usually selected to attend such events)
Assist with volunteer work (such as class reading and changing of books).
Communicate to the Principal regarding positives across the school to be celebrated
And more…

If you are interested in the role of Parent Class Representative for your child’s class, please contact the teacher and put your name forward! We would love to see you at the next Parent Association meeting!

Updating Medical Information
It is important for families to consider any changed medical needs of their children and ensure that we have up to date records regarding asthma, anaphylaxis,
allergies or other conditions that may impact on the children at school.
Please contact your child’s teacher or Janine, Collette or Narelle in the office to discuss these
or any other related medical notifications.
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EXTRA CURRICULA:

Cooking Classes

Our afterschool cooking classes with Foodbank commenced on Wednesday this week.
With all of the food supplied and some wonderful recipes, the families that took part in
the function room last night looked like they had a wonderful experience.
There is currently a place for 1 more family to take part in this free program. If you are
interested, please contact the office and we will ensure you are included from next
Wednesday afterschool.

VSSS- Victorian State School Spectacular
We have had a MASSIVE response of students interested in
taking part in the 2022 Victorian State School Specular Mass
Choir this year. Over 30 students have responded with a
completed Expression of Interest form, with only 20 places
for the Mass Choir available. We will be sending out confirmation of places for students successful in obtaining a position this week, with all other students on the ‘waiting list’ in case a student is unable to attend or
withdraws from the VSSS. A huge thanks to all our families of students in Years 3-6 for taking such an interest in this extra curricula opportunity.

Canteen Reminder

In 2022, we have commenced a new approach to our Canteen, with a new healthy menu and all orders taken online. Our canteen provider is Classroom Cuisine: https://classroomcuisine.com.au/
We are really pleased with the new canteen program in 2022 and hope that families are finding the new
healthy menu and ease of ordering online a positive innovation.

Headlice

One of the perennial challenges of school life which most parents face at some time during their child’s time
at school, is the annoying presence of headlice. Left untreated, headlice can spread to classmates and
cause irritation which can impact students concentration at school and affect students ability to have a good
nights sleep (impacting learning and concentration).

ARPS has a headlice policy, which requires any student with headlice at school, to be sent home and treat
ed before returning to school. A record of the treatment must be provided to the school before the student
can return.
Some strategies to reduce the risk of attracting headlice include:







Tying up longer hair (below the shoulder)
Not sharing school hats
Regularly checking your child’s hair
Leaving some conditioner in the hair before drying it
Checking your child’s hair daily if a headlice notice has come from the school regarding a case of
headlice in your child’s class
Ensuring all eggs are removed daily for up to a week

The Headlice policy can be found on the ARPS website: https://albanyrise-ps.vic.edu.au/

Kids Hope Mentors

This year we are excited to be able to provide students with access to the Kids
Hope mentoring program across the school. This program matches an individual
student with a mentor who provides weekly support for learning (including homework support) and social skills within the school environment. Students at any year
level can be part of the program, and the mentor will continue to work with the student every year until they reach Year 6. The Kids Hope mentors are fully trained,
have their WWCC and have a program outline that ensures all students have the best possible interactions
and learning opportunities.
We already have a number of students engaged in the program. If you believe your child may benefit from a
Kids Hope Mentor, you can contact their teacher (perhaps during Meet & Greet) or the office. More information about Kids Hope Mentors can be found here: https://kidshope.org.au/mentors
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Onpsych Support @ ARPS

Students at ARPS can access the Onpsych Services via the school and
have onsite consultations during the
school day, if required.
OnPsych offer services to students and their families at no out of pocket cost (bulk billing) under the GP
Health Plan (MHCP) or NDIS. The GP MHCP will entitle the child or adolescent/family member to 10 sessions
per year with the psychologist or mental health social worker. If you believe your child may benefit from this
support service, please contact your child's teacher or the office.

2023 Enrolments- siblings enrol now

We continue to have high demand for places at Albany Rise Primary School. We are now taking enrolments
for 2023. We would ask that families with children commencing in 2023 contact the office for an enrolment
form as soon as possible. Please feel free to come in or call if you require more information. Tours for 2023

have commenced and can be arranged by contacting the office.

Judy Drew
Principal

Many thanks to Kelly Lewis (parent) who is
driving this initiative at ARPs in 2023
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CONGRATULATIONS! To all our Swimmers who represented
ARPS at the district swimming carnival last week.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
OW

James

O1A

Ethan

1J

Archie

2P

Harrison

23C

Ashar

34R

Natalie

56F

Eloise, Jun Qi
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FROM THE LIBRARY—A message from Ms Foley
Peter Rabbit hopped into the library this week with our author focus being the renowned Beatrix Potter. She was an English
writer, illustrator, natural scientist and conservationist. Her stories, with engaging illustrations based on the animals who lived on or
near her country estate, have delighted children and adults alike for over a century.

READING ROUND THE WORLD!!
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