3rd February
2022 TERM 1 CALENDAR
Wed

11th Feb

From the Principal

Celebration Day for
Quality Beginnings

Student Free days 2022

Tues

15th Feb

Parent Partnerships #1

Wed

16th Feb

Cooking classes commence ( for

Wed

16th Feb

School Council 7.00pm

Mon

21st Feb

Foundation Information Evening

enrolled families)

(with B.BQ beforehand)

Mon

23rd Feb Parent Partnership #2

Wed

23rd Feb ‘Meet and Greet’ interviews. Yrs 16. parents meet class teachers
3.40—7.00pm (online & in person)

Tues

1st Mar

Parent Partnership #3

Tues

8th Mar

Parent Partnership #4

Mon

14th

Labour Day holiday

Tues

15th Mar

Student Free Day (Curriculum)

Thurs 17th Mar

Multicultural Harmony Day

Fri

TWILIGHT WORKING BEE

18th Mar

GRIP Leadership conference

Fri

25th Mar

Grandparents Day F-2

Fri

25th Mar

Foundation Open Afternoon

Tues

29th Mar

ARPS House Athletics Carnival

8th Apr

TERM ON CONCLUDES
DISMISSAL 2.30pm

Planning and Curriculum, Classroom
preparation

Tuesday 15th Mar
(Following
public
holiday on Monday
14th March)

Curriculum (Writing) and Moderation

Monday 4th May

Data, Reporting and Assessment

Monday 31st Oct

Curriculum, Reporting and Assessment

Please note date below. Information
will be available on Compass soon.

Thurs 24th Mar

Fri

Friday 28th Jan

Parents are reminded that the Staff Car parks at the
front and rear of the school are not for parent
parking. Parents with a valid disabled pass may use
the designated space at the front of the school..

6PM—TBC

All day (Yrs 3-6)

At our school Council meeting in November 2021, the following student free curriculum days were approved (please
make a note in your calendars):

Wednesday 23rd February
‘Meet and Greet’
Interviews with Parents of
students from Year 1 - 6

3.40 – 7.00pm

Mon 21st February

Foundation Information
Session 2.30p.m. with a

Welcome BBQ @ 3.30p.m.
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Welcome Back

It was wonderful to greet all our students and families back to the 2022 school year this week. I trust your
families are healthy, happy and well rested, ready for the 2022 school year, and the many opportunities
ahead. I would particularly like to welcome our new Foundation students as they begin their formal education. I am sure they will have a positive start this week in the ARC.
Day 1 was a fantastic day for our students as they collectively settled in. All classes were getting down to
business by 10am and by lunchtime it was as if they had never been away! My thanks to our wonderful student cohort for putting their best feet forward from the outset.

New and Returning Staff
This year we have a few fantastic new staff across the school:
Teachers:

Jess O’Neill
Karen Costello

1J
2/3C

We also welcome back Mr Michael Mottershead in his role as Assistant Principal at ARPS and (for 2022),
our PE teacher!
We are very excited to have an amazing and highly skilled staff team, all of whom bring multiple talents and
expertise to benefit our students.

Health and Safety – COVID

During the week, the school has continued to communicate updated information regarding the management
of COVID cases in our community. As widely anticipated, we have had students with Covid being reported to
the school since classes returned this week. I sincerely thank all our families for following advice to regularly
test students using the RAPID ANTIGEN TEST (RAT) kits provided to every student on Monday. Our school
recommends testing to occur on Tuesdays and Thursdays for all our students. Foundation students will have
received their RATs today.
At the end of this newsletter is a Covid ‘Checklist’ with links to explain what to do if your child tests positive.
Most importantly, report any positive student COVID RAT results to the school and on the portal here:
https://dhvicgovau.powerappsportals.com/rapid-antigen-test/
Whenever a student tests positive, we will informing the whole school in a letter which will be sent out on Dojo and Compass. Please be sure you are linked to these important communication apps.

“Quality Beginnings Celebration Morning” Friday 12th February from 9 – 11am.
At ARPS we have a ‘whole school’ games morning to celebrate the start of the 2022 school year! At the start of each
new year, students work with teachers to establish positive practices and protocols for working in the classroom and
yard with peers and adults. Students learn our Values, our Code of Conduct, our positive behaviours and our high expectations at Albany Rise. We celebrate all this learning through our special ‘Quality Beginnings Celebration Morning’.
This year we will be running the program in classes (rather than multi-age groups) with the support of our House Captains and Vice-Captains. We will not be having parents onsite at this stage, but will provide lots of updates on Dojo
during the sessions.
More information will follow next week.

Facilities upgrades: News

Over the holidays a number of facilities works around the school were planned and initiated. These included:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Replacement of broken shade sail over the large sand pit (to be completed this term).
Tree lopping, hedging and garden maintenance
New soft fall added to play areas
New sand in the junior Sandpit
Replacement toilet cisterns in various student toilet blocks
Repairs to air conditioners across the school
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We are also excited to have received confirmation of funding approval for our shade sail plans for the asphalt area at the end of the administration building. This project should be completed by the end of the term.

A huge thanks to staff who assisted with classroom set-up and furniture moving to ensure all classes were
ready for the start of the new year.

2023 Enrolments

We have welcomed many new students this term, and already have a growing number of Foundation enrolments for 2023.
It be extremely helpful if parents with siblings enrolling in 2023 could contact the office as soon as possible,
to obtain an enrolment form (or download one from the school web site). Families can either call, email or
drop in to advise us of their intentions and we will place your child on our database ahead of the Fly into
Foundation program in Term 3. Once we have done this, we can then look to provide clarity for those enrolling from outside of our area, as per the Department’s new guidelines, and prior to the end of Term 2.
Tours can be arranged by contacting the office.

Cooking Classes- Food Bank

Our Foodbank cooking classes are due to commence on Wednesday 16th February for families who are enrolled. We are still taking names for the waiting list if more families are interested. The classes occur after
school (3.30pm- 5.30pm) and run for 5 consecutive weeks. Call the office if you would like to be added to the
list.

Breakfast Club

Our Breakfast club program will commence before school again from Tuesday
8th February. There are a range of healthy, FREE food options for students,
including cereal, fruit, toast and more. Student leaders are ready to help with
the program and can assist younger students in the breakfast club if needed.

Canteen

In 2022, we are commencing a new approach to our Canteen, with a
new healthy menu and all orders taken online. Our canteen provider
is Classroom Cuisine: https://classroomcuisine.com.au/

Canteen: How it works
1 Register your child
Register one or more children to confirm their school and class details. We require your contact telephone
number and email address to send order and payment confirmations.
You will then receive a password so that all future visits to our site are quick and easy.
2 Choose Menu Items to make a 2 or 3 Course Lunch
Browse our menu items online every term and select two or three courses from 30 options each day.
Lunch Packs cost between $8.25 and $10.20 for a 2 Course lunch and between $9.95 and $11.90 for a 3
Course lunch.
3 Select dates to order for
You can order one day or as many days as you wish over the period of the menu, ordering up to 8:30am on
the day it is required.
4 Confirm your order and payment
Payment is made when placing your order through a secure banking gateway accepting Visa and MasterCard, generating an email confirming your order and payment.
5 Relax while they do the rest
Lunches are delivered directly to school labelled with your child’s name and class details in environmentally
friendly, temperature contolled tubs.
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Afterschool Coding at ARPS.

Our afterschool Coding Club will occur again this year. Access to the program is via
online enrolment through the school website, or via this link: https://ku.zone to confirm the booking or parents can contact KU on 1300 424 377. There must be a
minimum of 6 students enrolled for the program to go ahead.
Students must be enrolled at ARPS to attend the classes. (Foundation students are
not able to attend.)

Curriculum

Our Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) for 2022 has a significant focus on Writing this year, with substantial
professional learning, resourcing and leadership planned to ensure students’ growth in Writing skills are a
high priority for daily teaching and learning.
Throughout the year, we are also continuing to build our whole school practices in using School Wide positive behaviours, building student wellbeing and enhancing our communication processes with all members of
the school Community.
Our 2022 AIP will be available on the school website soon. We are eager to have parent input and feedback
on all aspects of our school program and encourage families to communicate regularly with teachers and
school leadership regarding school programs and practices.

Compass & Communication- Home/School

The Compass parent portal is a key communication tool, which provides parents with access to information
about their child’s academic progress, attendance, key dates, reports, upcoming events, payments, teacher
interview bookings and newsletters. I encourage all parents to ensure they can access this portal, as information is regularly shared through this service. A link to the Compass portal is on the school website.

Class Dojo

All classes at Albany Rise use Class Dojo as regular form of informal com-

munication between parents and classroom teachers. Dojo provides direct
communication between home and school, including opportunities to share
photos, achievements, reminders and special events. Please look out for
your class invitation for 2022, to join Dojo with your child’s teacher.

Student Safety

EXCESSIVE HEAT AND LEAVING CHILDREN IN CARS – Albany Rise Primary School ensure students
are kept safe on very hot days, by operating a ‘Hot Timetable’. We remind our parent community about the
dangers of leaving children in cars on very hot days.
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Child Safe Standards Code of conduct & WWCC
Albany Rise Primary School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be
the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
Albany Rise Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse.
Our school is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel
safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention is paid to the cultural
safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as well as the
safety of children with a disability.
Every person involved in Albany Rise Primary School has a responsibility to understand the important and specific role he/she plays individually and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all children and young
people is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they make.
To create and maintain a child safe organisation, Albany Rise Primary School ensures ongoing compliance with
the 7 Child Safe Standards.
For registered schools, Ministerial Order No. 870 sets out the specific actions to meet these requirements.
Access to our school ‘Child Safe Standards’, ‘Mandatory Reporting’ and ‘Engagement, Inclusion and Wellbeing’ policies is via the school website under Policies.
The ARPS Engagement, Inclusion and Wellbeing policy clearly outlines school values and expectations of conduct for parents, students and staff.
Parents are reminded that a current Working With Children Check is required to volunteer in any school based
activity.

School Council

Information relating to vacancies on School Council will be distributed next week. Please look out for this if you
are interested in nominating or being nominated for 2022. Information will include a timeline and summary of the
role of School Council. Our next school council meeting is on 16th February.

DET does not hold insurance for students personal items

A reminder to all community members that the Department of Education does not hold insurance for the loss or
damage of personal items bought into the school. Students are encouraged to avoid bringing any items of value
into the school. Parents are also strongly encouraged to clearly name all items, especially hats and jackets, as
this can lead to a prompt return if lost.

Dogs on School Grounds
ARPS has a policy regarding dogs being bought onto the school grounds, available on the school website.
Please refer to this before entering the grounds with a dog (with all without a lead) whilst other students are present.

Anaphylaxis
Albany Rise Primary School has some students with severe, life threatening allergies to nuts. We ask that all
families consider eliminating nut products from student lunchboxes to reduce the risk of these students having an
allergic retain at school.

Parents Association and Families

Last year our Parents’ Association worked very hard to create some wonderful positive fundraising experiences
for our community, despite the challenges of remote learning and offsite activites. We would love to build on the
successes of 2021. If you would like to be involved, we would love to hear from you. Please contact the office if
you are interested. We look forward to working with you this year!

Hats
A reminder that hats must be worn in terms one and four and anytime the UV is 3 or higher. Sunscreen
and sunglasses are also highly recommended.
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FROM THE LIBRARY—A message from Ms Foley

It’s all systems go in the library! Our main display highlights different aspects of
Australia Day from heroes to our ancient past, our present and our future.

The Story of Australia
This is the Story of Australia - the story of an extraordinary nation.
The Story begins 60,000 years ago. New chapters are written every day.
On Australia Day, we reflect on our history, its highs and its lows.

We respect the stories of others.
And we celebrate our nation, its achievements and most of all, its people.
We're all part of the story.

READING ROUND THE WORLD!!
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FROM THE LIBRARY—A message from Ms Foley
(https://www.australiaday.org.au/)

Marianna Bear is busy reading all about Australia Day

We also shine the spotlight at the Lunar New Year with books
about and stories from Asia. This year, the New Year starts on
February 1. It is the Year of the Water Tiger.

And finally, for all the gamers out there, Minecraft and Roblox have their own area!

READING ROUND THE WORLD!!
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Annual privacy reminder for 2022
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.
Please take time to remind yourself of our school’s collection notice, found on our website . For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents
(https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx).
This information is also available in nine community languages:

* Amharic
* Arabic
* Dari
* Gujarati
* Mandarin
* Somali
* Sudanese
* Turkish
* Urdu
* Vietnamese.
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Hayley Beeston, a visiting primary school nurse from the Department of Education and Training, will be
attending the school to conduct the Prep health assessments and to see other children as requested by teachers (with parents’ consent).
The purpose of the visit is to provide children in their first year of primary school with the opportunity to have a
health assessment; to link children, families and school communities to services available in the community; and
to provide information and advice that promotes health and wellbeing.
The confidential questionnaire will provide important information about your child’s health so the nurse can
make an effective assessment. If your child requires further assessment, such as vision, hearing or speech assessments the nurse will see him or her at school.
If you would like your child to participate in the Primary School Nursing Program please indicate this by ticking
the YES consent box (page 5), sign and fill out the questionnaire and return the completed student entrant
health questionnaire to your child’s school.

If you do not wish your child to participate in the Primary School Nurse Program please tick the NO consent box
(page 5), sign and return the student entrant health questionnaire to your child’s school.
Parents are invited to contact the visiting primary school nurse if there are any issues they wish to discuss. The
contact number is 0412161473.
Once completed, can you please return the questionnaires to your child’s school teacher in the sealed envelope
by the specified return date.
Thank you

FIXED TERM DATES FOR 2022
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