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From the Principal
]]

Wed

11th Feb

Celebration Day for
Quality Beginnings

Mon

14th Feb

Love your Library Day

Tues

15th Feb

Parent Partnerships #1

Wed

16th Feb

Cooking classes commence ( for

Wed

16th Feb

School Council 7.00pm

Thurs 17th Feb

‘Meet and Greet’
Interviews
Wednesday
23rd February

enrolled families)

Swimming Carnival (district) selected students

Fri

18th Feb

Yr 6 Interschool Sports Round #1

Mon

21st Feb

Foundation Information Evening

For parents of students from
Year 1 - 6

3.40 – 7.30pm

With welcome B.B.Q. 2.30-4.00pm
Tues

22nd Feb Parent Partnership #2

Wed

23rd Feb

‘Meet and Greet’ interviews. Yrs 1
-6. parents meet class teachers
3.40—7.00pm (online & in person)

Fri

25th Feb

Student Leadership Badge
Presentation 9.00am

Fri

25th Feb

Yr 6 Interschool sports Round #2

Tues

1st Mar

Parent Partnership #3

Wed

2nd Mar

Cooking Classes (for enrolled families)

Fri

4th Mar

Yr 6 Interschool Sports Round #3

Tues

8th Mar

Parent Partnership #4

Wed

9th Mar

Cooking Classes (for enrolled families)

Fri

11th Mar

Yr 6 Interschool sports Round #4

Mon

14th

Labour Day holiday

Tues 15th Mar Student Free Day (Curriculum)
Wed

16th Mar

Cooking Classes (for enrolled families)

Thurs 17th Mar

Multicultural Harmony Day

Fri

TWILIGHT WORKING BEE

18th Mar

6PM—TBC
Thurs 24th Mar

GRIP Leadership conference

Fri

25th Mar

Grandparents Day F-2

Fri

25th Mar

Foundation Open Afternoon

Tues

29th Mar

ARPS House Athletics Carnival
All day (Yrs 3-6)

Fri

8th Apr

TERM ON CONCLUDES
DISMISSAL 2.30pm

RESPECT

Families can now book interview session times on
Compass- meetings will be in person (usual current
building entry requirements apply), or online .
(WebEx- by arrangement with teacher if required).
Quality Beginnings

Over the past 2 weeks our whole school has been working towards developing consistent understandings, routines, values and
practices as part of our Quality Beginnings 2 week program. To-

morrow we are excited to be celebrating our Quality Beginnings program across the school during our celebration
morning. This special event allows all students to demonstrate many of the cooperative, resilience and social skills
they have been developing as part of this program.

Tomorrow at assembly, we will complete the program by
sharing class values that form part of our whole school
‘puzzle’. Staff across the school have worked as a team to
ensure the best possible start for students throughout the
school.
Many thanks to all the parents and staff who we know will
continue to support
our
students
throughout
the
year as we build
our School Wide
Positive Behaviour
practices
across
the school community.
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RESPONSIBILITY

Covid Update

Our very successful start to the year has had minimal disruptions due to COVID-19. As you have all seen in
our COVID updates, we have had isolated cases throughout the school, and this is something that will continue to occur throughout the months ahead. We would like to pass on our very best to those families that
are dealing with COVID in our community and wish them all a very speedy recovery. I also wish to thank all
our families for ensuring regular testing on Tuesdays and Thursdays (or twice per week to suit your family).
This has certainly helped to keep track of any isolated cases in our school community.
We will continue to update the community when we do have COVID cases at school and we encourage all
families to continue to use the Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) that we have supplied to you. A second set of
five RATs were delivered to all students for use from next week. We are currently unaware if the Victorian
Government will continue supplying them in the future weeks.
We have continued to be COVIDSafe at school and we have followed our plan strictly. Air purifiers are in
use in all high-risk spaces and our teachers have taken the opportunity to undertake lessons outside when
practical. We encourage all students from Prep – Grade 6 to wear face masks when indoors. It is mandatory for all adults and students from Grade 3-6 to wear a mask unless there is a lawful exemption. We ask that
parents send their children to school with a face mask. We do have a limited supply at school if students
forget, however, we are unable to supply new masks everyday.
As always, if your child is unwell and exhibiting COVID symptoms, please keep them at home and undertake
a RAT or PCR test. This is the single best strategy to reducing the spread of COVID at ARPS.
If your child does test positive to COVID, please complete the notification process to the school as set out in
recent Dojo Messages and on Compass. This will allow us to make immediate plans to support you and
your child and undertake internal processes to keep our school and community safe.
We would like to thank our community for supporting us with our COVIDSafe practices. It is greatly appreciated by everyone at school and it is helping to make our learning environment safe for our students, staff
and community.
More information for parents and families on the management of Covid in schools can be found here:
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/parents-carers-and-guardians

Specialist Program 2022

With changes in funding allocation and staffing this year at ARPS, we are pleased to continue to provide our
full compliment of Specialist Programs for every student, which also allows staff time to work one-to-one with
students to support Wellbeing needs, as well as take part in curriculum planning, student assessment, individual goal setting and data reviews through Professional Learning Teams every week.
This year at ARPS our specialist programs are:

•
•
•

Visual Arts with Mrs Rebecca Mason
Performing Arts with Mrs Jenny Lang
Asian Languages (Indonesian and Chinese Mandarin) with Mrs Jenny Lang and Mrs Yin Gan (Term 4currently on leave)
•
Physical Education with Mr Michael Mottershead. As is the case in many schools our size, our Assistant Principal is also undertaking a teaching role. (I enjoyed the same opportunity when I first started at
ARPS as part-time classroom teacher and part-time AP).
Parents are encouraged to make contact with any of these teachers if you would like further information
about any of our specialist programs.

School Council- Nominations

Information relating to vacancies on School Council was sent home (hard copy) on Monday 7th February to
every family. Please read the information carefully and consider joining parents and staff on the 2022 ARPS
School Council. This group helps shape the educational direction, facilities decisions and fundraising activities for the school.
Notices have been sent to all families including information regarding the 2022 ARPS School Council Election process. If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can nominate yourself. Nomination forms can be picked up at the school office. Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the school office by 4pm Monday 14th February.
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Parents Association and Families

Last year our Parents’ Association worked very hard to create some wonderful positive fundraising experiences for our community, despite the various challenges of remote learning, etc. We would love to build on
the successes of 2021. If you would like to be involved, we would love to hear from you. Please make contact with the school if you are interested in being part of our Parent Association- we have events requiring
parent input throughout the year and your children would love to see you helping out!

Student Leaders badge presentation- Friday 25th February @ 9am

We are very excited to be able to present our newly elected and chosen student leaders with their leadership
badges on Friday 25th February. The Hon Daniel Andrews (Premier) will be attending the ceremony to
present each child with their badges.
The ceremony will have the following leadership roles recognised:
•
School Captains
•
School Vice Captains
•
House Captains
•
House Vice Captains
•
Junior School Councillors
•
Office Leader, Breakfast Club, Essential Duties, Library Leader, Arts Leader, ICT Leader, Jolly
Joggers, Choir Leader
Students who are taking part in the Peer Mediation program will have badges presented later this term.

Interschool Sports- Summer Season

Interschool sports for Year 6 students will commence on 18th February. We have 7 interschool sports days
planned for this term, and we have more 'away' games than previous years. As per protocol, our Year 6 students are all anticipated to attend to represent ARPS in our Summer Interschool Sports. Our Year 5 students
will act as 'reserves' where there are not enough year 6s to field a full team for any event.
Parents can access Compass to complete permission online for students to attend and arrange payment for
transport and participation.
We look forward to another great season of ARPS brilliant sportsmanship and sporting fun!

Kids Unlimited 2022 Afterschool Coding & Soccer at ARPS.

Our afterschool Coding Club will occur again this year. We are also hopeful of introducing an afterschool
Soccer club. Both groups are dependent on student numbers (minimum of 6 per session).
Access to the programs is via online enrolment through the school website, or via this link: https://ku.zone to
confirm the booking or parents can contact KU on 1300 424 377. There must be a minimum of 6 students
enrolled for the program to go ahead.
Students must be enrolled at ARPS to attend the classes. (Foundation students are not able to attend.)
Soccer sessions will occur on Monday afterschool and Coding on Thursday.
Here is the link for parents to enrol - bookings are now open and they can join any time.
https://ku.zone/management/programs/program_timetable/1589?collapse=1&frame=weekday
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Health and Safety – COVID

During the week, the school has continued to communicate updated information regarding the management
of COVID cases in our community. As widely anticipated, we have had students with Covid being reported to
the school since classes returned this week. I sincerely thank all our families for following advice to regularly
test students using the RAPID ANTIGEN TEST (RAT) kits provided to every student on Monday. Our school
recommends testing to occur on Tuesdays and Thursdays for all our students. Foundation students will have
received their RATs today.
At the end of this newsletter is a Covid ‘Checklist’ with links to explain what to do if your child tests positive.
Most importantly, report any positive student COVID RAT results to the school and on the portal here:
https://dhvicgovau.powerappsportals.com/rapid-antigen-test/
Whenever a student tests positive, we will be informing the whole school in a letter which will be sent out on
Dojo and Compass. Please be sure you are linked to these important communication apps.

Parents Approaching the School for Support

At ARPS, we value the strong, positive relationships we have with our parents and carers and we applaud
the incredible work of parents/carers in guiding student’s positive behaviours and learning every day.
The partnership between parents/carers and staff allows us to ensure the best possible learning outcomes
for the children in our school. We appreciate the open and trusting relationships staff and parents have established, and value opportunities to discuss any concerns to better meet the needs of individual students.
ARPS Approaching the School policy outlines the respectful steps that guide opportunities for parents/carers
to share any concerns or requests for student support with staff at the school. A copy of the policy can be
found on the school website: https://albanyrise-ps.vic.edu.au/
The Albany Rise Primary School Values Statement for parents and school community members ensures that
everyone who visits the school site is able to do so in a safe and harmonious manner and ensures that students, staff, parents and other visitors are not subject to aggressive, hostile or violent behaviours or inappropriate comments

Student Safety- Parking and School Crossing

Parents are urged to be aware of traffic rules relating to the school crossing. Cars are not to park too close
to the crossing. Link: https://www.monash.vic.gov.au/About-Us/Parking-Transport/Parking-Safety-aroundSchools

Canteen Reminder

In 2022, we have commenced a new approach to our Canteen, with a new healthy menu and all orders taken online. Our canteen provider is Classroom Cuisine: https://classroomcuisine.com.au/
We are really pleased with the new canteen program in 2022 and hope that families are finding the new
healthy menu and ease of ordering online a positive innovation.

Hats Reminder

A reminder that hats must be worn in terms one and four and anytime the UV is 3 or higher. Sunscreen and
sunglasses are also highly recommended.
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COVID Vaccine Information from DET
COVID-19 third-dose vaccinations are now available to 16-17 year olds who had their second
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine three or more months ago.
Supporting as many eligible students as we can to be vaccinated will help make our school as
safe as possible.
Getting vaccinated is one of the most important steps we can all take to get direct protection
against COVID-19.
How to book an appointment:
There are many convenient and accessible options to access vaccinations. These include statewide vaccination clinics, your local GP or pharmacy.
You can book your appointment in a few different ways, including: * online: coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine * by phone: 1800 675 398 (Coronavirus Hotline) * using the COVID19 Vaccine Clinic Finder - COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder | Australian Government Department of Health
* In person: talk to your local pharmacy, doctor, or attend one of the State Vaccination Centres.https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-children-and-teenagers
2023 Enrolments- siblings enrol now

We are so pleased with how beautifully our new Foundation students for 2022 have settled into the start of the
school year.

It can be extremely helpful if parents with siblings enrolling in 2023 could now contact the office as soon as possible, to obtain an enrolment form (or download one from the school web site). Families can either call, email or
drop in to advise us of their intentions and we will place your child on our database ahead of the Fly into Foundation program in Term 3. Once we have done this, we can then look to provide clarity for those enrolling from outside of our area, as per the Department’s zoning guidelines, and prior to the end of Term 2.
Tours can be arranged by contacting the office.

Judy Drew
PRINCIPAL

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
01A

Harper

1J

Azrin

2P

Pippy

23C

Krystal

34R

Minsa

45S

Miliana

56F

Annie, Mikeal
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FROM THE LIBRARY—A message from Ms Foley
Love your library day 2022
February 14
Each year on February 14, the Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA) celebrates Libraries. This year’s theme is Show the
Love. Throughout next week, students will be participating in activities to show their love for reading and libraries. Checkout the Albany Rise Primary School Facebook page for more.

It's a day to remember that our libraries are a place where we can get lost in an idea we are following, find an adventure we
are seeking in a book, discover more about an issue we feel passionate about or get help from someone about something
we want to know.

Now that the Library is open for borrowing and returns, this is a reminder that if students wish to borrow
books to take home, they must have a library bag, which can be a tote or school satchel. Also, students
who have outstanding overdue books, may borrow for classroom library ONLY, they cannot take books
home.

The 11th of February is the United Nations’ International Day of Women and Girls in Science. It recognises and celebrates the significant
contribution of women and girls in all areas of scientific endeavour. We have a range of books in the library celebrating Australian women in STEM.

READING ROUND THE WORLD!!
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