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NEWS

From the Principal

2021 TERM 4 CALENDAR
Fri

5th Nov

Tues 9th Nov

FOUNDATION
100 Days of School

Great to be back!

Whole School Review Validation
Day

Thurs 11th Nov STOMP dance sessions—all classes
Thurs 17th Nov School Council - 7pm
Thurs 18th Nov STOMP dance sessions—all class
Thurs 18th Nov Foundation 2022 transition session
#4—onsite
Thurs 24th Nov NAPLAN Readiness test (system
check & student login)
Thurs 25th Nov Foundation 2022
Information Evening
Thurs 25th Nov STOMP Dance sessions—all classes
Fri

26th Nov

Mon

29th Nov MUSICAL MATINEE PERFORMANCE ON SITE

Foundation 2022 Orientation Day

1st Dec

Thurs 2nd Dec

Year 6 Market Day
Year 6 Swimming program -

3rd Dec

Year 6 Round Robin Sports Day
(at JPPS)

Tues 7th Dec

State Wide Year 6-7 Transition
Day

Wed

8th Dec

Carols & Performance

Mon

13th Dec Reports available on Compass

15th Dec Year 6 Graduation

Fri

17th Dec LAST DAY TERM 4
1.30 FINISH

•
•
•
•
•

Mon 13th-16th Year F-5 4 day swimming program
—
Dec
-excursion
Thurs
Wed

Due to the need to continue to maintain learning hubs
across the school, we will continue with our staggered start
and finish times to limit the interactions that may spread
Covid. Thank you to our parents and families for your support with this process.

•
•

Surf Life Saving excursion
Fri

For students and families who are currently quarantined, an
online learning program is being provided by staff for the
duration of their absence from school. We certainly look forward to seeing you all back at school very soon.

Thank you needs to be extended to all of our school community for supporting the school approach to creating a
COVID safe school. The skill in managing COVID is to ensure we follow all of the Department of Health practices and
DET recommendations. At ARPS we continue to do this by:

Tues 30th Nov Students Vs Teachers sports
Wed

It has been wonderful to see the majority of our students
back in classrooms with teachers from Wednesday this
week. For many students, having 3 days learning on site at
school will be the longest they have been learning in this
context for many, many weeks. Of course, next weeks will
be 5 full days for all students, and we expect that many of
our children (and their teachers) may need a few extra
hours of sleep during the week to build the learning stamina
that we have all previously been used to.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Masks are mandatory for Years 3 to 6
Masks are strongly recommended for Foundation to
Year 2
Masks must be worn by staff except when teaching
All staff must being fully vaccinated
Parents cannot enter the buildings
Classes using the language of ‘playing with our year
level’
We emphasise the importance of keeping your child/
ren at home if they are unwell
Ventilation is being monitored, with windows and
doors open
Social distancing is being maintained by staff
Sanitiser is applied in all classrooms
Hygiene is emphasised in classrooms
Temperature checking is available as necessary
Cleaning is maximised

With ventilation systems promised by the government being
allocated to target hot spots across Melbourne, we hope to
have ours in the classrooms very soon.
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Curriculum Day News

Our Curriculum Day on Monday 1st November, provided an opportunity for staff to look at whole school literacy approaches, ensure our resources and supports for student wellbeing are of the highest standard, and
provide an opportunity for staff to moderate and communicate recent assessment outcomes for students in
all year levels. We hope that our families appreciated the opportunity to have an extended long weekend prior to returning to school on Wednesday.

If you are unwell- stay home, get tested- and communicate

The use of our various online platforms has been incredibly valuable over the last few days, as families have
been communicating regarding the steps required in response to Covid Safe practices at school. Class Dojo
has certainly been useful for immediate, necessary communications with parents over the recent long weekend.
I must commend our ARPS parents and carers for the extremely high numbers (100% in most year levels)
of families who are connected on Class Dojo and keeping informed and communicating via this whole school
platform. This has enabled a very quick response communications when required over recent days, to individuals and the whole school community. I encourage families to continue to use this platform for communications and information sharing daily.
I have been so very appreciative of families in our community who have made contact and kept us informed
of their individual situations with regard to exposure to the Covid Virus. Your communications have made the
job of keeping our school community safe, so much more effective. If parents/carers are in any doubt about
a student/family member who is unwell; keep them home and have a Covid test.
Schools have very specific protocols for dealing with unwell staff or students, or if a student/staff/ visitor on
site has a positive covid test. These protocols have been highly effective over recent days.

Special Events, Assemblies, Swimming, Graduation etc – update!

Staff have been going above and beyond to ensure students can take part in all the special events and traditions that make our school such a wonderful community.
Over recent days, parents would have seen upcoming events posted on Compass, including Year 6 graduation, and our Market Day Annual event.

Most importantly, we have come up with a plan to still have a Musical (on site), which will include stage performances for all our Year 5-6 students, and will also include singing and dancing opportunities for students
in all year levels. It will certainly be different to what we had planned… but will provide a great learning and
fun experience for all our students. Mrs Lang and the Musical team will be sending out more information as
the plans progress!
Equally as important; our amended Swimming program is going ahead, with students in Foundation to Year
5 taking part in a 4-day intensive Swimming program in the last week of term, and students in Year 6 having
a very special ‘day out’ to the beach for Surf Life-Saving swimming program during December.

Foundation Transition
Our Foundation Transition sessions for 2022 pre-school students commenced onsite again today for the first
time this year. We are so pleased to be able to offer this onsite experience for our youngest students who
are soon to join us at ARPS. Congratulations to Ms Adaway and Ms Williams for all the communications and
planning with our new families to ensure the Transition to school is as smooth as possible.

Parent Payments 2022—Information sent home today
Parent Payment information for 2022 have been recently distributed, with 2022 Foundation parents having
their payment information posted last week. As indicated in previous newsletters, this year all curriculum
contributions and voluntary contributions will be paid via an external supplier.
However, parents who are eligible for Centerpay, can contact the school directly to complete their parent
payment arrangements and organise the distribution of student stationary and book packs.
As the process this year is different to previous years, parents are asked to please read the Parent
Payment information carefully when received.
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Class Structure 2022- slight changes

Due to a late influx of Foundation enrolments for 2022, we have made a slight change to our grade structure for 2022. Classes will now be as follows:
•

Foundation – one class

•

Foundation/Year1 composite- 1 class

•

Year 1- one class

•

Year 2- one class

•

Year 2/3 composite- 1 class

•

Year 3/4 composite – 1 class

•

Year 4/5 composite – 1 class

•

Year 5/6 composite – 2 classes

Given the change in class structure, we have created a new online form for parents to submit any specific
requests based on educational needs for 2022 class placements.
If you have already completed the previous form, I ask that you please complete this new form using this
new link: https://forms.gle/v5tSMKKMqo12WN5R9
For parents completing this form, please ensure it is submitted by Friday 12th November. No late submissions can be taken after this date.
PLEASE NOTE- PARENTS WHO HAVE INFORMATION FROM PREVIOUS YEARS – please ensure
this information is included on this years form.
The development of student classes is a complex and carefully planned process. Many considerations
are taken into account, including the various needs of all of the students within any cohort. Considerations include:

Specific student learning and wellbeing needs


Class size



Friendship groups and positive learning relationships



Student dynamics

The needs of every student are considered to ensure balanced classes are created. Please note- parent
requests for specific staff will nor be considered.

Enrolments for 2022

We are still accepting enrolments for 2022.
Enrol

Judy Drew
PRINCIPAL

N O W for Foundation (Prep)

FROM THE LIBRARY—A message from Ms Foley

The Harry Potter series has brought a lot of adventure and excitement to generations of readers. On this day, November 4, in 2001, the first Harry Potter film
premiered, four years after the novel was first published. Many books and films
have since been released.

READING ROUND THE WORLD!!
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FOR YEARS 4—6 ONLY

