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From the Principal 

 
Our school community has continued to show great cohesion and 
support as we settle into our daily school routines and learning 
experiences on site. The last 5 weeks of school will be a busy time 
as always, with students commencing their transition into their 
2022 classes, attending the swimming program, attending the Fly 
into Foundation program for our newest students, Year 6-7 transi-
tion, graduation and hopefully, a carol’s night, should capacity lim-
its increase sufficiently. 

It has been wonderful to have all our students back on-site full 
time and even more impressive is that they have settled back into 
the classroom routine brilliantly. In the coming weeks, the school 
will finalise plans for 2022, including developing next year’s Annu-
al Implementation Plan (AIP) for School Council’s approval at the 
end of this month. Once finalised, this will be published across the 
school community. I encourage families to take on board the key 
concepts of the plan, which will be a focus for not only 2022, but 
across the 4 years of our new strategic plan period.  

I would again like to take the opportunity to thank the parent com-
munity for their support and understanding as we come closer and 
closer to what we are used to as a school. Please remember that 
parents are most welcome on site in the afternoon to collect their 
children, but that entry into classrooms in currently not allowed. If 
you must contact the school in person, please do so via the main 
office, where you must scan in via QR code and provide proof of 
vaccination under DET requirements.  

Library Award 

We are very proud to share the news that Mrs Catherine Foley, 
our Librarian, has been chosen to receive the School Library As-
sociation of Victoria (SLAV) Innovators Award for 2021. 
The SLAV Innovators Award supports the development and/or 
recognition of new and innovative practice in school libraries. The 
sub committee of SLAV’s State Council, that assessed the nomi-
nations, were particularly impressed by Mrs Foley’s enthusiasm 
and thoughtful approach to the creation of a leadership program 
through the library that fostered the development of essential, criti-
cal life skills and referenced the Capabilities in the Victorian Cur-
riculum. This is a model that will be of interest to other schools.  

The award will be presented by the association’s President at the 
final conference for 2021, on November 26. 

Well Done Mrs Foley and all our Student Library Leaders! 

 

 RESPECT                              RESILIENCE                                 RESPONSIBILITY  

18th November,  2021 

Thurs  24th Nov NAPLAN Readiness test (system 
check & student login) 

Thurs 25th Nov Foundation 2022 
Information Evening 

Thurs 25th Nov STOMP Dance sessions—all classes 

Fri 26th Nov Foundation 2022 Orientation Day 

Fri 26th Nov Year 3-6 Fun Day 

Mon 29th Nov  MUSICAL MATINEE PERFOR-
MANCE ON SITE 

Tues  30th Nov Students Vs Teachers sports 

Wed  1st Dec Year 6 Market Day 

Thurs 2nd Dec Year 6 Swimming program - 

Surf Life Saving excursion 

Fri 3rd Dec Year 6 Round Robin Sports Day  

(at JPPS) 

Tues 7th Dec State Wide Year 6-7 Transition 
Day 

Thurs 9th Dec Carols & Performance 

Mon 13th Dec Reports available on Compass 

Mon
—
Thurs 

13th-16th 
Dec 

Year F-5 4 day swimming program-
excursion 

Wed 15th Dec Year 6 Graduation & Sleepover 

Fri 17th Dec LAST DAY TERM 4 

1.30 FINISH 

2021 TERM 4 CALENDAR 



COVID update 

The Premier has announced further easing of restrictions from 11:59pm tonight, 18th November. 
 
This means that events such the carols night can now be locked in, as can the final assembly of the school 
year, which is an enormous boost for our Year 6's. 
 
We will still have tomorrow's assembly on WebEx for parents to take part at home, as students will all be in 
the Hall together. Our final assembly will be on Dec 17th, at 12.45pm. 
 
In terms of reporting Covid to the school, cases are required to notify the school about their positive re-
sult. Once informed by the case, the school will have to identify and inform staff and student Primary Close 
Contacts. Once notified, a process of quarantining commences for those students impacted. 
 
School Primary Close Contacts presenting to testing centres for their PCR test will also be offered Victorian-
funded rapid antigen tests (RATs) for recommended use. The process for using these RATs will be provide 
to any families impacted. 
 
As most students are not eligible to be vaccinated, school's must continue to follow mask mandates and use 
QR codes for entry to buildings. 
 
With this in mind, we will continue to allow students only to enter the school each morning, with parents most 
welcome on site from 3:25pm. This will continue for the remainder of the year, with the exception being the 
early entry on Dec 17th for the last assembly. 

 

Whole School Review update and new School Strategic Plan (SSP) 

This week staff, students and parents took part in our review process, providing opportunities for the           

Reviewer and Panel members to view classroom teaching and learning practices across the school, and tak-

ing part in conversations with parents, students and staff. On Tuesday, every classroom teacher had the   

opportunity to talk to panel members about the progress our school has made and the next steps in teaching 

and learning at ARPS. Groups of students from Foundation to Year 6 also had the chance to share their   

experiences and hopes for the future of our school, with over 20 students engaged in forums during the 

week. 
 

Representatives from our parent cohort took part in panel conversations and provided input on various     

aspects of our school practices over 3 days. 
 

From this review process, the initial draft of our new School Strategic Plan (4 year plan) has been devel-

oped. The plan has 2 goals, focused on: 
 

 Student learning in literacy and numeracy 

 Student Wellbeing and Engagement 

 

During the review, we had many opportunities to celebrate the progress our school has made over the last 4 
years. In particular, our outstanding growth in learning for students in Reading and Mathematics was a high-
light in the review. I share this information again, as noted in previous Newsletters, to celebrate the work of 
parents, students and staff who have made such a great effort to have these fabulous results: 
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Thank you to all our parents who took part in surveys, online forums, providing feedback and completing 

our parent opinion survey. All of this information has assisted our review process and enabled the devel-

opment of a highly focused SSP for 2022 and beyond. 

Parents’ Association & Fundraising 2022 

Our Parent Association met this week and developed plans for our community events and fundraising for 
2022. Some of the key events include: 

 

 Term 1 —- 2022- Colour Fun Run 

 Term 2 —  2022- Disco 

 Term 3  —  2022- Trivia Night and Footy Colours Day 

 Term 4 —   2022- Fun Fiesta & 50+1 celebrations 

 

We will also be taking on many of our usual traditional events, where parent support is always sought (eg. 
Bunnings BBQ). The Parents’ Association group is eagerly seeking more members and will be actively 
engaging parents in events in 2022- as always, we appreciate the ongoing support of our parent         
community. 

 

Year 3-6 Special Event Day 
On Friday 26th November, there will be a special event held for the Years 3-6 as a replacement activity 
because they missed out on camp. 
 
There will be a lunch and treat at the end of the day plus fun activities throughout the day. Compass per-
mission is required for students to take part on the day. 
 
NEW FANS- Keeping Covid Safe 
Today, we have had 12 new fans installed across the school to ensure appropriate levels of airlflow for 
students in classrooms across the school. The new ceiling fans have settings than enable airflow to be 
moved to ensure ‘best practice’ in line with COVID safe recommendations for schools.  
 
Laptop Returns 

As we have concluded learning from home, if you borrowed a device from school during remote learning, 
can you please return the device and charger to the school by no later than 1st December. We are in 
need of these devices so that students at school cam complete their classwork and end of year assess-
ments. Thank you. 
 

Whole School Transition 
On Tuesday 7th of December, we will be having our whole school transition day. This is a day where     
students have the opportunity to spend some time with students in their cohort for next year, and in the 
rooms planned for 2022. Students will meet their 2022 teachers in the last week of term. Tuesday 7th    
December is also the state-wide transition day for Year 6 to Year 7. More details will be shared with our 
Year 6 families closer to the date. 
 



Year 6 Art Legacy Project 
Over the last few years, our graduating year 6 classes have created Art Legacy pieces to brighten up our school. It 
is great to see students and families return after many years and discover their project still on view in our school.  
We have just completed this year's Legacy piece.  
 

Koinobori: in Japan they are hung in early May, in honour of Children's Day on May 5. In Japanese culture, the carp symbol-
izes courage and strength because of its ability to swim up a waterfall. We think this symbolises our student body in their 
ability to show such wonderful resilience in the midst of the pandemic and the challenges of remote learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STUDENT WELLBEING: Social Media, Online Gaming and School 

Using Instagram- Information Parents May find Useful.  

Parents and community members have the facility to report students younger than 13 who are using Instagram. 
There is a website that guides users on how to report through Instagram: 
 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/esafety-information/games-apps-and-social-networking/instagram 
 
Children who are younger than 13 are unable to use Instagram (unless fraudulent personal details are provided 
online, such as an incorrect date of birth). 

Any person that puts defamatory or libellous information online can be reported to the police. 

Illegal activity on social media 

Where there is a reasonable belief that illegal activity may have occurred, schools may report the suspected ac-
tivity to the police. Disrespectful, harassing, threatening or bullying behaviour may be considered a criminal of-
fence under State and/or Federal law. 

Instagram is considered by experts, such as Susan McLean, as one of the most concerning apps for online pred-
ators of young children. 

Students at Albany Rise Primary School are required to sign an Acceptable Use agreement in relation to a range 
of Cyber Safety measures for school use of electronic devices. We would hope that students from the school who 
have posted online outside school hours, ensure that any posts seen by the school community uphold the stand-
ards that the school expects at all times. 

Parents who are unclear of the legal, social and long term concerns relating to underage use of certain social net-
working sites are welcome to contact the school for further advice and information. 
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https://www.esafety.gov.au/esafety-information/games-apps-and-social-networking/instagram


Online gaming & Sleep 

Platforms for online gaming have been hugely helpful in allowing students to stay connected with peers over the 
last few challenging months. Many students speak often about the conversations they share with friends whilst 
playing shared games online. 

Of course, like all engaging activities, it is important that children are provided with expectations that ensure ade-
quate sleep and exercise, as part of each day’s routines. Children who come to school tired from late nights of 
online gaming are less likely to be resilient when managing social situations and will struggle to concentrate in 
class. Parents who need support to set boundaries for online activities at bedtime can contact Parent line for  
advice and support: 13 22 8 

Enrolments for 2022 & 2023 
We are continuing to accept enrolments for 2022. Any families who are intending to enrol for 2022 are encour-
aged to do so now.  
 

Judy Drew 

PRINCIPAL 

 

 

 

                            

             

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
         0A Harper 0W Kasabian 

         12P Patricia 1T Carmina 

         2S Maksim 3M Uditi 

  34R Simra 4W Arkan 

5SM Oliver 56N Alek 

6C Chelsea, Jayden 6F Jasmine 

P.E. Angelina, Daniel P   

We are still accepting enrolments for 2022. 

Enrol  N O W  for Foundation (Prep)   
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MESSAGE FROM THE APLUS SCHOOLWEAR—OUR UNIFORM SHOP 

With the announcement today in regard to Covid-19 restrictions in retail settings, effective from 
tomorrow, 19th November 2021 only fully vaccinated people will be able to come into the Uni-
form Shop. They will need to check-in using the QR code and show vaccination status. If they are 
unable to show vaccination status then unfortunately they will not be able to enter the shop.  





 

 

 

It has been un - BEAR- ably cute in the library this week: Christmas    
decorations have gone up, Library Elf is back and the Bears have come to 

visit our 2022 Foundation students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It’s that time of year . . . 

 

FROM THE LIBRARY—A message from Ms Foley 
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   READING ROUND THE WORLD!!  




