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11th November, 2021

NEWS

From the Principal

2021 TERM 4 CALENDAR
Wed

17th Nov School Council - 7pm

Thurs 18th Nov STOMP dance sessions—all class
Thurs 18th Nov Foundation 2022 transition session
#4—onsite
Thurs 24th Nov NAPLAN Readiness test (system
check & student login)
Thurs 25th Nov Foundation 2022
Information Evening
Thurs 25th Nov STOMP Dance sessions—all classes
Fri

26th Nov

Mon

29th Nov MUSICAL MATINEE PERFORMANCE ON SITE

Tues

30th Nov Students Vs Teachers sports

Wed

1st Dec

Parents are reminded that the Staff Car
parks at the front and rear of the
school are not for parent parking.
Parents with a valid disabled pass may
use the designated space at the front
Staff park.

Foundation 2022 Orientation Day

Year 6 Market Day

Thurs 2nd Dec

Year 6 Swimming program -

Fri

3rd Dec

Year 6 Round Robin Sports Day

Tues

7th Dec

State Wide Year 6-7 Transition
Day

Wed

8th Dec

Carols & Performance

Mon

13th Dec Reports available on Compass

15th Dec Year 6 Graduation

Fri

17th Dec LAST DAY TERM 4
1.30 FINISH

CANTEEN SPECIALS
ZOOPER DOOPER

With the warmer weather in recent times, now is a good
time to remind students and parents about drink bottles. In
order for our brains to function at their best, hydration is essential. At ARPS we encourage students to have a drink
bottle on their table and of course, we have fountains to
drink from when outside. We all know that dehydration leads
to fatigue, headaches and other physically draining symptoms that interfere with learning. In order for each child to
give themselves the best chance at a productive day, drinking plenty of water is the healthy and sensible solution.

Remembrance Day

.80c

ICE TWIST

$1.30

MOOSIES - Blue
Chocolate

$1.50

RESPECT

Staff excitedly welcomed students for our first ‘full week’ of
onsite learning this week. It has been amazing to see how
quickly the students have settled into school routines and
reconnected with their peers and teachers. It was also very
pleasing to be able to return to our normal timetable, with
parents on site to drop off and pick up students in the school
grounds each day. I do encourage parents to come and
have a chat with myself or Michael Mottershead (Acting Assistant Principal) as we are in the yard before and after
school each day.

Student Wellbeing

Mon 13th-16th Year F-5 4 day swimming program—
Dec
excursion
Thurs
Wed

Getting ‘Back to Normal’…

RESILIENCE

RESPONSIBILITY

Today, Thursday 11 November is Remembrance Day — a day for us to remember all who have died or suffered in all wars and armed conflicts.

Remembrance Day marks the date in 1918 when the First World War came to an end, and is officially observed at the 11th hour, on the 11th day, of the 11th month.
In commemoration of this day our students paused at 10.40am to remember those who have died or suffered in wars, conflicts, and peace operations.

Student Free dates for 2022:
Friday 28th Jan- operations, Wellbeing & Curriculum
Tuesday 15th March (following public holiday on Monday)- Curriculum
Friday 20th May- Assessment & Reporting
Monday 31st October - Reporting & Curriculum Program Review

Keeping You Informed

Covid Safe – Recent Updates
Vaccination requirements for visitors and volunteers performing work in schools
Visitors and volunteers performing work on school sites (both inside and outdoors) must have had
at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine and must have had two doses of COVID-19 vaccine by 29
November 2021 or have a valid medication exception.
Vaccination requirements for parents and carers attending schools
All parents and carers attending schools, including for drop off and pick up must also adhere to
physical distancing, density limits, face mask requirements and practise respiratory etiquette and
good hand hygiene.
Parents and carers who enter school buildings must check in using the QR code. At ARPS, all
parents must go via the office before entering any buildings.
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Parents and carers who enter school buildings must also have had at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine and must have had two doses of COVID-19 vaccine by 29 November 2021 or have a valid medical
exception with the following limited exceptions:
•
•
•

when attending to administer medical treatment to their own child when the treatment cannot be
administered by the school
when attending to collect their child who is unwell and cannot leave the school building unaccompanied by their parent/carer
when attending for a momentary period that does not involve any sustained contact with staff or students, for example, to collect a completed art project or similar

Parents and carers attending any event or activity inside a school building including, but not limited to
tours, graduations, kindergarten transition, whole of school events are required to show evidence of vaccination.
Meetings and other discussions (such as Student Support Group meetings) with parents and carers who
do not meet vaccination requirements should be held virtually.

Parents and carers attending school sites for drop off and pick up who do not enter school buildings do
not need to comply with vaccination requirements.
External providers who use or hire school facilities outside of school hours must ensure that use aligns
with the Open Premises Directions including vaccination requirements.
If a staff member, a child or family member is diagnosed with COVID 19 Procedures are in place with the DH to manage a suspected or confirmed cases of COVID 19 in schools.
If you are unwell- stay home, get tested- and communicate
I must commend our ARPS parents and carers for the extremely high numbers (100% in most year levels) of families who are connected on Class Dojo and keeping informed and communicating via this
whole school platform. This has enabled a very quick response communications when required over recent days, to individuals and the whole school community. I encourage families to continue to use this
platform for communications and information sharing daily.

Laptop Returns
As we have concluded learning from home, if you borrowed a device from school during remote learning,
can you please return the device and charger to the school by no later than 1st December. We are in
need of these devices so that students at school can complete their classwork and end of year assessments. Thank you.

Whole School Transition

On Tuesday 7th of December, we will be having our whole school transition day. This is a day where students have the opportunity to spend some time with students in their cohort for next year, and in the
rooms planned for 2022. Students will meet their 2022 teachers in the last week of term. Tuesday 7th December is also the state-wide transition day for Year 6 to Year 7.
More details will be shared with our Year 6 families closer to the date.

Library

As more restrictions ease, students have been able to return to the school library for their weekly session.
In the library the students engage in literacy learning and have the opportunity to borrow and return
books.
We kindly ask you to return any overdue books as soon as possible.

Review Validation Day- Tuesday 9th November

On Tuesday this week, our school undertook the next major step in our whole school Strategic Review.
Our Review Panel (consisting of; an External Reviewer, a school council member, school leadership, a
principal from a nearby school and a Senior Educational Improvement leader from the North East Victoria
Region) met and looked through our data for the past 4 years, our Pre-review Self Evaluation and the
panel members also visited classrooms to see teaching and learning in practice.

We are so very proud of what we have achieved, and the panel was very impressed by the incredible improvements in results, particularly in Mathematics over the past 2 years. The panel also noted the highly effective
classroom practices occurring across all year levels, and the calm and orderly learning environment that students
were working in.
Members of the review panel will be working at the school again next week (Monday and Tuesday) to talk to student leaders, staff, and parents about their experiences and aspirations for our school and students. A parent forum is being arranged for Monday 15th November at 12.10pm (online and onsite can be accommodated). I encourage parents who would like input into this process to contact the school so that we can include you in the forum (of up to 8 parents).

Calendar Updates and Events
We are so excited to be able to continue to provide opportunities for students to take part in whole school traditions and exciting onsite and off site events. I encourage all families to ensure you keep updated via the newsletter calendar and Compass events as they are posted and updated.

GRADUATION 2021

Our Year 6 graduation will be held at Mulgrave Country Club in 2021. This event and booking has been a
long time in the planning, and offers our students a wonderful opportunity to celebrate with their families in a fully
catered venue, close to school, with all sound system, seating, dance venue, etc already set up! Having the event
offsite has (surprisingly) also reduced the costs for students for the event, and ensures all required Covid-safe
practices are in place. Regardless of venue, the requirements for Department of Health Vaccination status for
attending onsite locations (including school) remain in place. We are very excited to be able to provide this opportunity for students this year!

Foundation Transition 2022

Our final Foundation Transition sessions are occurring this month. Two sessions are planned: Transition Session
#4 -18th November (cohort transition on site) and Orientation day on 26th November. On this day, Year 5 students
will have the opportunity to meet with the pre-school students who will be their ‘little buddies’ for 2022. I know the
older students are very excited about taking on this responsibility and are looking forward to this day with much
anticipation.
Our Parent Information Session for 2022 will be a ‘hybrid’ approach- with onsite attendance for parents meeting
Department of Health vaccination requirements to be onsite, or parents can choose to view the session online via
WebEx (handy also for families with young children). More information about the sessions will be provided to
families on the Foundation 2022 Dojo message feed.

SWIMMING 2021

We are thrilled that we can offer students in Foundation to Year 5 a swimming program for under $10 (Yes!
That’s’ for all 4 sessions). The subsiding of the funding of the program through school funding has greatly reduced the costs to parents. We do hope families all take up this great learning (and fun) activity.
For our year 6s, a Surf Lifesaving swimming session at the beach has been arranged, at no cost to families.
What a great way to have fun, learn swimming skills, and have a highlight to remember at the end of this year!
We do hope all Year 6s take up this great opportunity!!

Breakfast Club

Our Breakfast Club will be up and running again from Tuesday 16th November. The Break Club is supplied by
Food Bank and all Covid Safe practices will be in place for students taking part. Breakfast Club will operate as
‘normal’ on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8.30am to 8.50am.

Parent Payments 2022

As recently communicated, our parent payments processes for 2022 have changed. Parents who have credit on
their account, or who use Centrepay, can contact the office to arrange to have their payments organised by the
school.

Class Structure 2022- Reminder for families

For families who would input into their child’s class placement for 2022, I ask that you please complete this new
form using this new link: https://forms.gle/v5tSMKKMqo12WN5R9
There is no requirement to complete this form, and an understanding that not all requests can be guaranteed to
be successful. For parents completing this form, please ensure it is submitted by Friday 12th November. No late
submissions can be taken after this date. PLEASE NOTE- PARENTS WHO HAVE INFORMATION FROM PREVIOUS YEARS – please ensure this information is included on this years form.
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Our class libraries enhancing the love of reading

We are most fortunate to have well-resourced library
(with great new furniture!) that the students have access to every day. However, in addition to our library, all
classes have their own ‘class library’. These class libraries comprise of a wide variety of books that have been
selected by both the students and the classroom teachers. These books provide the children with access to
many different text types and forms of writing. The goal
is for each child to develop a real love of reading. Once
the children discover the books, author or particular subject area they enjoy reading, they will be learning many
new skills that will help them in all aspects of their education.

I strongly encourage all families to promote a love of
books and reading as it is an essential part of our lives
and something that can kick start student learning in a
whole range of areas. Whilst it is great to have students
read to a parent, it is also valuable for parents to model
reading skills by putting on voices, reading with fluency
and expression and general enjoyment!

Enrolments for 2022

We are still accepting enrolments for 2022.
Enrol

N O W for Foundation (Prep)

Judy Drew
PRINCIPAL

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
0A

Ethan

0W

Jake

12P

Krystal

1T

Novak

3M

Stephanie

34R

Dwij, Sarah K

4W

Theo

5SM

Eloise

56N

Devon

6C

Ciara

6F

Annie

P.E.

Angelina, Daniel P
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FROM THE LIBRARY—A message from Ms Foley
This week we commemorate Remembrance Day on Thursday, November 11. Thank you to Library Leader,
Michael, for helping set up the display. The focus this year is the 80 th anniversary of service in Greece and Crete.

It is also, incredibly, the Centenary of the RAAF 1921-2021.
The Royal Australian Air Force was established in 1921,
building on the foundations laid by its forerunner, the Australian Flying Corps during World War One. Ever since, the
RAAF has played a vital role in Australia’s military operations. From the Second World War, through Korea, Borneo,
Malaya, Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, and Afghanistan to
peacekeeping and humanitarian operations, air force personnel have earned the respect of Australians and people
around the world.

During the lockdown, the library has undergone some changes. It now has a dedicated High Interest
Non Fiction reading, Oversized Fiction novels, High Interest Fiction Reading and a Classics Corner.
Read on!!

READING ROUND THEWORLD!!
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