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From the Principal 
 

 
 

Welcome to Term 4 ! 
The warmer weather and sunshine have supported a       
positive mindset to the start of this term. It has been lovely 
to see all students quickly re-engaged with online learning 
and eager to do their best whILE learning from home. We 
are all very excited about the prospect of onsite learning re-
turning for all students in Term 4. The plans for a staggered 
return to learning at school for all students have been devel-
oped to ensure minimal opportunities for the transmission of 
the virus within the school setting. The timetable for return-
ing to school has been provided to parents in previous cor-
respondence and is repeated here for families to confirm 
arrangements for various year levels returning to school 
from 18th October. 
 
From Monday 18 October (third week of Term 4) 

• Prep (Monday to Wednesday) 

• Grade 1 and 2 (Thursday and Friday) 
 
From Tuesday 26 October (fourth week of Term 4) 

• Grade 3 and 4 (Tuesday and Wednesday) 

• Grade 5 and 6 (Thursday and Friday) 
 
From Friday 5 November 

• All students are expected to return to onsite learning 
Monday to Friday 

 
A detailed ‘Return to School Calendar’ is attached to this 
newsletter below. 
 
For more information on this staged return to onsite learn-
ing, visit: https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/returning-to-
onsite-learning  
 
 
Staggered starting and end of day arrangements:  
This term, The Department of Education has directed 
schools to again implement a staggered entry and exiting 
school approach to minimalise interactions with parents col-
lecting and dropping off students when they return from 18th 
October. A detailed timetable will be provided to parents re-
garding entry gates and times for students in each class, 
and signage will be placed on each entry gate to confirm 
arrangements as students return. Families are asked to 
please take note of the arrangements when they are final-
ised. 
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7th October,  2021 

Thurs 7th Oct Foundation 2022 Transition       
Session  #1—online 

Tues 12th Oct Parent Association Meeting 
2.45pm- online 

Tues 12th Oct Education Sub Committee meeting 
3.45pm 

Tues 12th Oct Facilities meeting 6pm - online 

Weds
-Fri 

13th – 
15th Oct 

Year 5&6 Camp - CANCELLED 
 

Fri  22nd Oct 50th Anniversary Celebration Day- 
POSTPONED  

Mon 1st Nov Curriculum Day- student free 

Tues 2nd Nov Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Weds
-
Thurs 

10th & 
11th  Nov 

Whole School Musical ‘The Fan-
tastic Journey’- POSTPONED 

Thurs 25th Nov Foundation 2022 
Information Evening 

Fri 26th Nov Foundation 2022 orientation Day 

Tues 7th Dec State Wide Year 6-7 Transition 
Day 

Wed 15th Dec Year 6 Graduation 

Fri 17th Dec LAST DAY TERM 4 

2021 TERM 4 CALENDAR 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/returning-to-onsite-learning
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/returning-to-onsite-learning


I do hope everyone found time over the holiday break to connect with loved ones, recoup and reflect on the 
many things we have to be grateful for in our community. The kindness, positivity and  support from our par-
ents and students through the remote learning portals over these many weeks has been extraordinary, and 
hugely appreciated.  
 
Staffing news 
This term, we welcome Mr Michael Mottershead to our staff group, in the role of 
of Acting Assistant Principal. Mr Motterhead has already spent time getting to 
know staff and students on site, and interacting with our community online. I 
know Mr Mottershead is also looking forward to meeting all our staff and stu-
dents as they return to onsite learning over the next few weeks.  
 
We also share best wishes to Mrs Natasha Weaver as she heads into family 
leave this week. We wish her all the best for the safe arrival of this next addi-
tion to her family. 
 
Foundation Transition 2022 
This week our formal Transition program for 2022 Foundation students commenced…online! A huge amount 
of preparation and resource planning (including individual mail outs) has gone into the running of this pro-
gram for our soon to be Foundation students. Each of the planned four sessions, held fortnightly over the 
next few weeks, allows these young students time to interact with staff at Albany Rise, and gain a sense of 
what school might be like next year. 
 
The sessions also allow new parents to take part in meetings with key school staff and support services, 
where they can learn more about the many aspects of parenting through primary school and the range of 
resources and services available to parents. We hope that current and new families appreciate the oppor-
tunity to take part in this innovative approach to transition in to primary school this term, and hope that we 
might also include some onsite transition sessions later in the term, should school operations guidelines al-
low this to occur. 
 
Camps, excursions, events & reimbursements 
Advise from the Department of Education has confirmed that, until further notice, students in Metropolitan 
Melbourne cannot take part in any Camping programs, offsite excursions, onsite incursions with external 
providers or large community events (eg. concerts with a large student/parent audience). For this reason, we 
have cancelled all planned Camps for students in Years 3-6 for the remainder of the year. We understand 
how disappointing this is for our students, and appreciate the hard work of staff and parents who had plans, 
preparations and resources ready for the camping program to go ahead. We hope to provide a special alter-
native activity for these students later in the year. 
 
For parents/carers who have already paid for camps and other events, individual letters will be sent to fami-
lies to confirm the reimbursement arrangements each family would prefer. Some families have already indi-
cated their preferred option is to have the funds returned to their school account or directed towards 2022 
Parent Payments for books and resources. Parents/carers are asked to please ensure the information on 
reimbursement options is returned to the office as soon as practicable, so that reimbursements can be or-
ganised in a timely manner. Families are reminded that we are still in the process of recruiting a new busi-
ness manager at ARPS, so we ask for community patience and support as we work through this reimburse-
ment process. 
 
For our whole school Musical, we are planning to postpone the event until December, with the STOMP 
dance sessions (incursion) to re-commence at that time. Parents will be informed of any changes to arrange-
ments as they are developed. 
 
Assemblies will continue to occur online, facilitated by our Year 6 student leaders. 
 
Vaccinations & safe practices 
Families will have seen media reports regarding the expectation that all school staff have the Covid vaccina-
tion to increase the safety of students returning to school this term. Staff at ARPS have been highly proac-
tive on this front, and I am confident staff will ensure the safety of students is paramount through vaccina-
tions and school based hygiene practices when all students return later this term.  
 
Staff will continue to wear masks outside and inside. When teaching, staff may remove their mask to ensure 
clear communication with students if required. 
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Whole school cleaning practices, including the cleaning of tables every day and cleaning of any shared re-
sources, will continue. Hand hygiene will continue to be a feature of daily classroom practice. Students in all 
year levels are also encouraged to wear masks when at school when they return this term. 
 
Hats 
To ensure all our students are safe from the dangers associated with excessive sun exposure, all students 
must wear a hat when outside during Term 4. Our SunSmart policy outlines the types of acceptable sun 
smart ARPS school hats to ensure maximum protection. Please ensure your child’s hat is clearly named for 
easy identification when returning to school this term. 
 

Facilities update- New Lights! 

Our School community, especially our students, will be de-lighted by the amazing new lights that have been 
installed across the school over the past few weeks. When students return to school, they will find their class-
rooms even brighter than before. The new lighting has been supplied through a free government upgrade 
process to ensure energy efficient lighting across the school.  
 

Class Placements 2022 – Parent Requests based on Educational Needs 

Determining class placements is a complex task and staff members undertake a considerable process to en-
sure that the best possible placement is made to meet each student's educational needs.  
 
Factors that we take into consideration when making class placements include: academic achievement, per-
sonal/ interpersonal development, gender balance, whole class dynamics and other individual needs. It is 
important to understand that with so many factors to consider it is not possible to accommodate every re-
quest.  
 
The form attached to this newsletter (below) can be used to return written considerations for student class 
placements in 2022.  Requests received after 30th October will not be considered. Alternatively, parents 
can access this link to complete the same form online (all information is confidential): https://forms.gle/
gMk6thifVMmDNiCZ7  
 
Staff are yet to be allocated to classes for next year. Information about teacher/class allocations will be avail-
able to parents in December. 
 
Families of students intending to move out of the area, are asked to let the school know as soon as 
possible to support the any further considerations in relation to this class plan for 2022.  
 

Enrolments for 2022 
We are continuing to accept enrolments for 2022. Any families who are intending to enrol for 2022 are en-
couraged to do so now. Early enrolment assists with our planning and provision. Unfortunately, we are una-
ble to take onsite tours at the moment, but we can provide a virtual tour for families who are interested. 

Sadly, our celebrations are postponed due to COVID restrictions.   

 
Dear ARPS families and Friends, 

The ongoing impact of COVID restrictions in schools has resulted in the postpone-
ment of our planned 50th Anniversary celebrations in October this year.            

Consultations with various stakeholders has resulted in new plans to focus           
on an ‘onsite’ celebration early next year. 

The ARPS 50th Anniversary planning team hope to make the 50+1 years                
celebration an opportunity for everyone to celebrate and ‘get together’. We ap-

preciate everyone’s enthusiasm and support for these revised plans for 2022. 
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We are still accepting enrolments for 2022. 

Enrol  N O W  for Foundation (Prep)   

Call us on 9547 1146 for a School Tour.  

https://forms.gle/gMk6thifVMmDNiCZ7
https://forms.gle/gMk6thifVMmDNiCZ7
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
          0A Leo 0W Archie 

         12P Sophie G 1T Chloe 

         2S Tnya 3M Whole of 3M 

  34R Yuvraj 4W Luka 

  5SM Eloise 56N Harper 

6C Nate 6F Deng 



 

 

  What a week!!  
So much to be excited about: starting Term 4, World Space Week, World Octopus Day and  

International School Library Month. 
 

Here are two of our onsite stu-
dents, Lucas and Michael, 
displaying some of our inter-
national picture books.  Our 
library at Albany Rise has a 
wide selection of titles from 
around the world.  And in the 
next few weeks as we cele-
brate International School   
Library month, students will 
have an opportunity to explore 
many of them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Octopus Day —- October 8 
There’s a lot to celebrate about these amazing creatures, not the least is that octopus fossils date back 
over 300 million years. That’s older than the dinosaurs!! Maybe they have survived so long because they 
are so highly intelligent, with around 500 million neurons located in their brains and arms. Maybe this is 
why, Frank Grasso, a professor of neurology, once said, they are the closest things to alien intelligence 
on Earth. 
Octopus come in all shapes, colours and sizes. Some live in very shallow waters while the Giant Pacific 
Octopus is known to live in depths down to 2000 mt.s (6.600 ft). In 2016 NOAA’s Okeanos Explorer cap-
tured video of a “ghostly” octopod at a depth of 14,000 feet (that’s 2.6 miles or 4,290 meters) below the 
surface of the North Pacific Ocean. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE LIBRARY—A message from Ms Foley 
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https://www.sciencefriday.com/videos/i-octopus/
https://www.sciencefriday.com/videos/i-octopus/


 

TERM 4 RETURN TO SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 

 

MONDAY OCTOBER 4 TUESDAY OCTOBER 5 WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 6 THURSDAY OCTOBER 7 FRIDAY OCTOBER 8 

REMOTE LEARNING REMOTE LEARNING REMOTE LEARNING REMOTE LEARNING REMOTE LEARNING 

MONDAY OCTOBER 11 TUESDAY OCTOBER 12 WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 13 THURSDAY OCTOBER 14 FRIDAY OCTOBER 15 

REMOTE LEARNING REMOTE LEARNING REMOTE LEARNING REMOTE LEARNING REMOTE LEARNING 

MONDAY OCTOBER 18 
TUESDAY OCTOBER 
19 

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 
20 

THURSDAY OCTOBER 21 FRIDAY OCTOBER 23 

Prep 
Onsite Learning 

Prep 
Onsite Learning 

Prep 
Onsite Learning 

Prep 
Remote Learning 

Prep 
Remote Learning 

Year 1 & 2 
Remote Learning 

Year 1 & 2 
Remote Learning 

Year 1 & 2 
Remote Learning 

Year 1 & 2 
Onsite Learning 

Year 1 & 2 
Onsite Learning 

Year 3 & 4 
Remote Learning 

Year 3 & 4 
Remote Learning 

Year 3 & 4 
Remote Learning 

Year 3 & 4 
Remote Learning 

Year 3 & 4 
Remote Learning 

Year 5 & 6 
Remote Learning 

Year 5 & 6 
Remote Learning 

Year 5 & 6 
Remote Learning 

Year 5 & 6 
Remote Learning 

Year 5 & 6 
Remote Learning 

MONDAY OCTOBER 25 TUESDAY OCTOBER 26 WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 27 THURSDAY OCTOBER 28 FRIDAY OCTOBER 29 

Prep 
Onsite Learning 

Prep 
Onsite Learning 

Prep 
Onsite Learning 

Prep 
Remote Learning 

Prep 
Remote Learning 

Year 1 & 2 
Remote Learning 

Year 1 & 2 
Remote Learning 

Year 1 & 2 
Remote Learning 

Year 1 & 2 
Onsite Learning 

Year 1 & 2 
Onsite Learning 

Year 3 & 4 
Remote Learning 

Year 3 & 4 
Onsite Learning 

Year 3 & 4 
Onsite Learning 

Year 3 & 4 
Remote Learning 

Year 3 & 4 
Remote Learning 

Year 5 & 6 
Remote Learning 

Year 5 & 6 
Remote Learning 

Year 5 & 6 
Remote Learning 

Year 5 & 6 
Onsite Learning 

Year 5 & 6 
Onsite Learning 

MONDAY NOVEMBER 1 TUESDAY NOVEMBER 2 WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 3 THURSDAY NOVEMBER 4 FRIDAY NOVEMBER 5 

Whole school  
Curriculum Day –  

Student Free 

MELBOURNE CUP DAY 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Prep 
Onsite Learning 

Prep 
Remote Learning 

Prep 
Onsite Learning 

  Year 1 & 2 
Remote Learning 

Year 1 & 2 
Onsite Learning 

Year 1 & 2 
Onsite Learning 

  Year 3 & 4 
Onsite Learning 

Year 3 & 4 
Remote Learning 

Year 3 & 4 
Onsite Learning 

  Year 5 & 6 
Remote Learning 

Year 5 & 6 
Onsite Learning 

Year 5 & 6 
Onsite Learning 
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Albany Rise is a Sunsmart School  
so school hats must be worn during terms 1 and 4. 

Please ensure that your child has a named hat on the first day of returning to 
school next week. Hats are available for purchase from the uniform shop:     

aplusschoolwear.com.au          


