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Return to school Plans

Our staff and community are excitedly preparing for our return to school from Monday 18th October. It will be wonderful
to see the students back onsite and re-establishing school
routines, in-class learning and, most importantly, social connections.
Over the past week, I have spoken to many parents and
carers about our school plans as students return to on site
learning. Some of our students have had vastly different experiences when learning from home; some are very eager to
return to school, others have enjoyed the comfort of home
and the one-to-one access to immediate support for their
learning from parents and siblings.
Building student resilience, routines and learning stamina
will be important aspects of the process for students returning to school. Parents and carers can assist this process by
ensuring daily bedtime and meals routines are maintained
or re-established, along with personal hygiene practices,
such as regularly washing hands and (for year 3-6 students)
practising wearing a mask when indoors. Of course, the
high levels of engagement and attendance to online learning as we transition to onsite learning, will greatly assist students maintain their learning momentum.
During this week, the Department of Education has continued to provide school leadership with guidance in relation to
health and safety practices in schools, particularly in relation
to return to school procedures and processes for responding
to a Covid case on the school site. We are confident that the
Covid Safety management plan and process we have in
place, and the support we have from regional services will
ensure an appropriate and effective approach, should a
Covid case occur within the school. This advice is often rapidly changing and regularly updated, as new information becomes available.

1.30 FINISH

Of the many important actions required to keep students
safe, these remain high on the list:

ALL STUDENTS ARE
REQUIRED TO WEAR A
HAT WHEN OUTSIDE

DURING TERM 4.
RESPECT

Contact tracing is vital if the school was in a situation where we have a confirmed case. It is very
important that visits to the school by parents are
directed to the office, and minimalised as far as
possible.
Ventilation will be increased at school with window
and doors opened and opportunities to learn
outside emphasised.
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RESPONSIBILITY

- Masks for students in Year 3-6 will be required from 18th October for those students on site. As per
recent dojo messages, at school here, we have a limited supply of face masks for emergency in case
a child has forgotten or lost theirs.
For those children in the Year 3-6 age bracket where face masks are required, we ask that parents
please supply their children with an adequate supply of named face masks for the day.
In thinking of our environment, it would be preferable if the masks you supply were re-useable. Let’s
try and make this fun for the kids. Purchase or make your own (instructions attached) re-usable face
mask that can be washed with something specific to your child, ie: their favourite footy team, colour
etc. It will also help distinguish whose face mask it belongs to. Naming each face mask will be very
helpful.
An updated parent booklet outlining return to school plans is being developed and will be provided to families very soon!
A reminder of return to school dates (also please refer to the calendar below):

From Monday 18 October (third week of Term 4)
•

Prep (Monday to Wednesday) 9.00am-3.30pm

•

Grade 1 and 2 (Thursday and Friday) 9.00am-3.30pm

From Tuesday 26 October (fourth week of Term 4)
•

Grade 3 and 4 (Tuesday and Wednesday) 8.45am-3.15pm

•

Grade 5 and 6 (Thursday and Friday) ) 8.45am-3.15pm

From Friday 5 November
•

All students are expected to return to onsite learning Monday to Friday, with a staggered entry and exit
timetable.

For more information on this staged return to onsite learning, visit: https://
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/returning-to-onsite-learning

Staffing news

We have been very fortunate to have Ms Jordyn Taylor join our staff in the office as
temporary business manager for the next few weeks. Ms Taylor will be available to contact for questions relating to parent payment, reimbursements and other school financial
matters. We are very pleased to have Ms Taylor working with use this term.

BYOD- Bring Your Own Device 2022
As indicated last term, we are intending to continue our BYOD program moving into 2022. More information will be provided with the Parent Payment handouts to be distributed as students return
over the next few weeks.
Parent Payments 2022 information- changes to payment practices
Next week, School Council will be viewing the updated Parent Payments information and policy for 2022.
Our yearly school fees for 2022 will be paid directly to our book supplier, which is a change in procedures
from previous years. Recent changes to Department of Education Parent Payment policy guidelines has led
to a new approach for 2022. We will continue to have the option of reduced fees for parents in Years 4-6
who choose to have their child take part in the ‘Bring Your Own Device’ program. This year’s Parent Payments pack contains detailed information about student booklists and the allocation of fees towards school
programs and resources. Please look out for this information coming home over the next few weeks.

HATS

To ensure all our students are safe from the dangers associated with excessive sun exposure, all students
must wear a hat when outside during Term 4. Our SunSmart policy outlines the types of acceptable sun
smart ARPS school hats to ensure maximum protection. Please ensure your child’s hat is clearly named.
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FINAL REPEAT: Class Placements 2022 – Parent Requests based on Educational Needs
Determining class placements is a complex task and staff members undertake a considerable process to ensure that the best possible placement is made to meet each student's educational needs.
Factors that we take into consideration when making class placements include: academic achievement, personal/ interpersonal development, gender balance, whole class dynamics and other individual needs. It is
important to understand that with so many factors to consider it is not possible to accommodate every request.
The form attached to this newsletter (below) can be used to return written considerations for student class
placements in 2022.
Requests received after 30th October will not be considered. Alternatively, parents can access this link to
complete the same form online (all information is confidential): https://forms.gle/gMk6thifVMmDNiCZ7
Staff are yet to be allocated to classes for next year. Information about teacher/class allocations will be available to parents in December.

Families of students intending to move out of the area, are asked to let the school know as soon as
possible to support the any further considerations in relation to this class plan for 2022.

THUNDERSTORM ASTHMA SEASON and HAY FEVER
Grass pollen season occurs between October and December. Families are reminded of an increased risk of seasonal
asthma, hay fever and epidemic thunderstorm asthma during this time.
Epidemic thunderstorm asthma events are triggered by an uncommon combination of high grass pollen levels and a
certain type of thunderstorm, resulting in large numbers of people developing asthma symptoms over a short period of
time.
People with a history of asthma, undiagnosed asthma or hay fever are at an increased risk of epidemic thunderstorm
asthma during this time. Having both hay fever and asthma that are poorly managed increases the risk further.
More than ever before, this year it’s important for families to manage any hay fever or asthma symptoms, as these conditions can produce symptoms that are similar to coronavirus (COVID-19) such as runny nose, cough or shortness of
breath.
The best way to reduce and prevent symptoms of asthma or hay fever and reduce unnecessary absences from school is
to follow an up-to-date asthma action plan or hay fever treatment plan.
Some other actions families can follow up are:

•

ensure children diagnosed with asthma have an up-to-date Asthma Action Plan in line with current recommendations, and a Student Health Support Plan, as well as a student asthma kit

•

children with a history of seasonal hay fever symptoms should see a GP if they don’t have a hay fever treatment
plan

•

keep asthma medication readily accessible
download the VicEmergency app and create a ‘watch zone’ for epidemic thunderstorm asthma advice and warnings
on days with a heightened risk of thunderstorm asthma, avoid being outside during thunderstorms and during wind
gusts that come before a storm. Close doors and windows and turn air conditioners on to re-circulate air.
encourage children to manage hay fever and asthma symptoms – particularly important as the symptoms can be similar
to coronavirus (COVID-19)
Parents who should contact the school if they have any questions about their child’s medication and treatment plans in
relation to Asthma or Hay Fever.
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Managing risk of THUNDERSTORM ASTHMA in the context of COVID-19
While it is important to increase fresh air flow into indoor spaces and maximise the use of outdoor learning areas to
minimise the risk of COVID-19 transmission, schools should take other action on days of heightened thunderstorm
asthma risk.
On days of heightened risk as identified by the VicEmergency app our school will follow this advice:
• avoid having people outside during thunderstorms and wind gusts

•
•

close doors and windows

turn air conditioners on to re-circulate air.
At all other, times our school will ventilate rooms with fresh air as much as possible.

ENROLMENTS FOR 2022

We are still accepting enrolments for 2022.
Enrol N O W for Foundation (Prep)
Call us on 9547 1146 for a School Tour.
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FROM THE LIBRARY—A message from Ms Foley
October is International School Library month
The theme is Fairytales from around the world. Here are two Foundation
students, Scarlett and Indiana, exploring and reading some of the
library’s fairytales.

Throughout October,
students will participate in activities which
they will share with
students from around
the world.
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TERM 4 RETURN TO SCHOOL CALENDAR
MONDAY OCTOBER 4

TUESDAY OCTOBER 5

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 6

THURSDAY OCTOBER 7

FRIDAY OCTOBER 8

REMOTE LEARNING

REMOTE LEARNING

REMOTE LEARNING

REMOTE LEARNING

REMOTE LEARNING

MONDAY OCTOBER 11

TUESDAY OCTOBER 12

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 13

THURSDAY OCTOBER 14

FRIDAY OCTOBER 15

REMOTE LEARNING

REMOTE LEARNING

REMOTE LEARNING

REMOTE LEARNING

REMOTE LEARNING

MONDAY OCTOBER 18

TUESDAY OCTOBER
19

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER
20

THURSDAY OCTOBER 21

FRIDAY OCTOBER 23

Prep
Onsite Learning

Prep
Onsite Learning

Prep
Onsite Learning

Prep
Remote Learning

Prep
Remote Learning

Year 1 & 2
Remote Learning

Year 1 & 2
Remote Learning

Year 1 & 2
Remote Learning

Year 1 & 2
Onsite Learning

Year 1 & 2
Onsite Learning

Year 3 & 4
Remote Learning

Year 3 & 4
Remote Learning

Year 3 & 4
Remote Learning

Year 3 & 4
Remote Learning

Year 3 & 4
Remote Learning

Year 5 & 6
Remote Learning

Year 5 & 6
Remote Learning

Year 5 & 6
Remote Learning

Year 5 & 6
Remote Learning

Year 5 & 6
Remote Learning

MONDAY OCTOBER 25

TUESDAY OCTOBER 26

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 27

THURSDAY OCTOBER 28

FRIDAY OCTOBER 29

Prep
Onsite Learning

Prep
Onsite Learning

Prep
Onsite Learning

Prep
Remote Learning

Prep
Remote Learning

Year 1 & 2
Remote Learning

Year 1 & 2
Remote Learning

Year 1 & 2
Remote Learning

Year 1 & 2
Onsite Learning

Year 1 & 2
Onsite Learning

Year 3 & 4
Remote Learning

Year 3 & 4
Onsite Learning

Year 3 & 4
Onsite Learning

Year 3 & 4
Remote Learning

Year 3 & 4
Remote Learning

Year 5 & 6
Remote Learning

Year 5 & 6
Remote Learning

Year 5 & 6
Remote Learning

Year 5 & 6
Onsite Learning

Year 5 & 6
Onsite Learning

MONDAY NOVEMBER 1

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 2

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 3

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 4

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 5

Prep
Onsite Learning

Prep
Remote Learning

Prep
Onsite Learning

Year 1 & 2
Remote Learning

Year 1 & 2
Onsite Learning

Year 1 & 2
Onsite Learning

Year 3 & 4
Onsite Learning

Year 3 & 4
Remote Learning

Year 3 & 4
Onsite Learning

Year 5 & 6
Remote Learning

Year 5 & 6
Onsite Learning

Year 5 & 6
Onsite Learning

Whole school
Curriculum Day –
Student Free
MELBOURNE CUP DAY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
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Albany Rise is a

Sunsmart School
so school hats must be worn
during terms 1 and 4.
Please ensure that your child has a named hat on the first
day of returning to school next week. Hats are available
for purchase from the uniform shop:
aplusschoolwear.com.au
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