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NEWS
From the Principal

2021 TERM 3 CALENDAR
Wed

Jul 21st

Parent/Teacher Conferences

Welcome Back to Term 3

VSSS rehearsals (selected students)
Wed
Fri

28th—
30th Jul

Tues

10th Aug Parent Association meeting

TuesFri

10th—
Year 5 & 6 Camp to Kangaroobie
13th Aug

I do hope that everyone has enjoyed a restful and enjoyable holiday. It’s a nice time to keep warm and re-charge for the second
half of the year. The children have come back to school excited to
be with their friends again and commence their learning. Thank
you to our families for your support in preparing them for the start
of term.

Year 3 & 4 Camp to Briars

Keeping Healthy and Safe

Mon– 16th—
STEM week @ ARPS
Fri
20th Aug
Wed

25th Aug ‘Moana’ @ WSC for Year 6’s

WedThurs

15th —
16th
Sept

Whole School Musical

Fri

17th
Sept

Last Day Term 3—

We are very grateful to all our families for understanding and adhering to current School Operations procedures in relation to
COVID safe practices school-wide. The continually changing nature of the situation in relation to the spread of this virus has
meant that families and schools have become more flexible and
resilient when it comes to changes in ‘normal’ practices and activities across the school.

‘ The Fantastic Journey ’

Our aim has been to ensure all information about these changes
are provided to parents as quickly as possible as they occur. We
welcome input from families about various ways to ensure these
communications are seen and understood by all stakeholders.

‘Footy Colours Day’

Most communications regarding the impact of COVID on school
operations are provided through Class Dojo, and on Compass.
We appreciate the families who regularly read and follow up on
information from these communication portals.

LOST
UNIFORM

Current updates parents will have seen from recent communications include:
•
Camps will be going ahead this term for Year 3-6 students
•
VSSS (Victorian State School Spectacular) is still planned to go

PLEASE…….

ahead, with off site rehearsals next week

name ALL items
so we can return
them to their rightful owners when
lost.

•
•

Interschool sports is going ahead

•

Parent teacher conferences will go ahead- parents can choose
online or in person

•
•

Hand sanitiser will still be used in every classroom, every day

•

All parents and visitors must sign in at the office and use the Victorian Government mandatory contact tracing app (QR code). This
does not apply to parents who are onsite for 15 mins or less to
drop off or collect students. It does apply to anyone (other than
staff or students) who enters any building.

•

Masks must be worn when inside the building by anyone other
than staff or students engaged in learning.

Janine

RESPECT

Assembly with all students in the hall can go ahead, but due to
density limits, parents cannot attend assembly onsite at ARPS (we
will continue to stream each week online)

Staff, students, parents and visitors are not to come to school if
unwell- Covid protocols for testing and follow up are still in place

RESILIENCE

RESPONSIBILITY

Again, I sincerely thank all our families for ensuring these protocols are enacted across the school. Your actions and positive response to these protocols are helping us to keep our school community safe and well.

Parent Teacher Conferences: Next Week- Online Booking on Compass

Many of our families have already booked a time for Parent/Teacher/Student conferences next week. Parents
can still book their timeslots for our Parent/Teacher/Student conferences which will be occurring on Wednesday 21st July.
Parents can choose to have their interview in person or online. However, time slots will be strictly adhered to,
to avoid parents waiting online or outside the classroom.
Please visit Compass online to book a Parent/Teacher meeting time to for your child/ren: https://albanyrise-psvic.compass.education/

Whole School Musical ‘ The Fantastic Journey ’
Plans for our whole school production are well underway with the first dance lessons for all
students occurring this week. This is a central activity as part of our performing arts program across the school, and we are sure the benefits to students learning and wellbeing
will be observable when the show ‘hits the stage’ in September this term. Rehearsals for
the musical will be occurring in every class weekly until the performance date.
Our Parent Association is arranging a raffle to be drawn on the night of the performance.
They will soon be seeking donations from each year level to support the raffle and fundraising efforts.
Students in Year 5 and 6 will be performing on both of the production nights, with all other year levels allocated
a performance date on either of the 2 nights. Information will be provided to families shortly about which night
their children are performing. Information will also be provided about costumes and other organisational arrangements on the night.
This year, we will be using Wellington Secondary College Performing Arts theatre for our production. This
should make accessing the event even easier for parents and families this year.

Parent Association fundraising & events

On Tuesday this week, our Parent Association met online to discuss plans for upcoming fundraising and
school social events. The timing and management of these events is carefully considered to ensure community
benefits through regular social activities and fundraising for school provisions to benefit our students.
Currently, plans are underway to use some of the funds raised already this year, to replace the basketball
backboards in the playground and have new lines painted for the asphalt area around the basketball and netball courts. We are sure the students will appreciate and utilise these upgrades.
We are still keen for parents to join our Parent Association and I strongly encourage any parents/carers who
would like to get involved, to come along to our next meeting on Tuesday 10th August at 2.45pm.

Extra curricula events & payments

With school operations impacted by Covid restrictions to keep all our community safe, I know parents and families appreciate the ongoing importance of ensuring we all adhere to set protocols for managing special events
across the school.
When it comes to extra curricula activities, our school policy for consent and payment for students to take part,
has consistently required these to occur before (and not on the day of) the event. With Covid tracing and density management requirements currently in place, it is even more important that parents/carers indicate before
the day of the event, if their child/ren are attending.
Our administration staff go to great lengths to communicate with parents (often sending individual text messages) to ensure every child has the opportunity to access every extra curricula event provided by the school. In
some cases, due to ongoing updates to Covid restrictions, last minute changes have occurred this year. We
appreciate the patience and resilience of our school community as we navigate changes to restrictions whilst
still communicating event management plans as swiftly as possible.
Parents are reminded to please regularly check updates to events on Compass and contact the office well prior to events if you have any questions.
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50th Anniversary Celebration: Parent Survey
Parents and families are encouraged to complete a brief survey to help our preparation
for our 50th Anniversary celebration on 22nd October 2021.
Link to Survey: https://forms.gle/7qda6yMAs5gbLxiq6

JSC Food Collection

Our Junior School Councillors are working to collect various food supplies to support local community
groups with Food parcels for families in our community. We have already had some wonderful families provide donations and we are eager to continue to support our JSC in their efforts throughout this month. Families who would like to donate non-perishable foods can send them via the classroom or directly to the office.
WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey
is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’
perceptions of school climate, student behaviour and student engagement. Our school will use the survey
results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.
Approximately 30 per cent of parents (that is around 80 parents) will be invited by email to participate in this
year’s survey. All responses to the survey are anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from 19th July to 22nd August.
The survey will be conducted online, only taking 10-15 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any
convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The
online survey will be available in a range of languages other than English.
The survey results will be reported back to the school at the end of September.

Get Active Vouchers

Does your child love sport and being active? Does your family have a Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card? You may be eligible for up to $200 to put towards the cost of your child’s participation in
physical activities. The Get Active Kids Voucher Program helps eligible families get their kids involved in organised sport and active recreation activities.
Under the program, children may be eligible to receive up to $200 to help with the cost of membership and
registration fees, uniforms, and equipment.
Special consideration also applies for children named on their own Australian Government Health Care
Card or residing in care services as well as temporary or provisional visa holders, undocumented migrants
or international students.
Applications for vouchers in round two of the program close at 5pm Friday 30 July. For eligibility requirements and to apply, visit the Get Active Victoria website.
https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/

We are still accepting enrolments for 2022.
Enrol N O W for Foundation (Prep) 2022.
Call us on 9547 1146 for a School Tour.
Judy Drew
Principal
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
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FROM THE LIBRARY—A message from Ms Foley

Lots of books to celebrate NAIDOC
Week!
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Can you feel the love tonight? Or no one told you life was gonna be this way?

This stylish group of teachers rocking it in 1994 were there for you, and if you
look closely, you may see a familiar face!!

