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RESPECT

From the Principal
LOCKDOWN UPDATE—27th MAY
All families will have received a
letter today regarding school
operations starting from tomorrow.
A copy of the letter is
attached to the end of this newsletter.
GRIP LEADERSHIP FORUM
Our student captains and vice-captains demonstrated excellent leadership skills, respectful and responsible attitudes
and high levels of engagement at the GRIP Leadership forum in Melbourne on Tuesday. Students took part with hundreds of other student leaders from across the state, listening to guest speakers and taking in new learning to utilise in
their roles at Albany Rise and beyond. Congratulations to
our leaders on all your efforts.
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Education Week 2021 @ ARPS 20th – 27th May
Our Education Week activities commenced last Thursday with
our Open Night, Book Fair and BBQ. It was so wonderful to
see parents and community members onsite to visit classrooms, interact with staff and other families, and build connections across the school as they visited classrooms and the
Book Fair. There were certainly a lot of books purchased and
we thank our families for their high levels of support for our
Library and students’ engagment in reading. Our Choir performance was delightful and it was very special to have a live
audience in the hall with parents and peers able to apprecaite
the performance.

Today we had a huge day, with our Spelling Bee, Biggest Morning Tea and Open Morning undertaken in the
Hall. We were pleased to have a number of Community groups and services able to share information for
those who attended. A huge thank you to all staff and
parents who supported these events. Our Spelling Bee
participants were vey well prepared and the competition was tight! The winners for each year level are:

Foundation
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Daniel
Leonard
Abdullah
Rylie F
Charli
Woody
Chrissy

Our overall winner of the competition was Chrissy from 6F with a very close
second place by Rylie F from 34R.
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DISCO

Although it is disappointing that we were not able to go ahead with the Disco tonight, we will be back on the
dance floor as soon as we can. A date is to determined soon.

WORKING BEE - SUNDAY JUNE 6th - 8.30am - 12.30pm

We are excited to be able to have our first community working bee at the school on …..JUNE 6th
There are a number of jobs to be completed, including moving mulch into garden beds, clearing gutters,
painting, gardening, pruning and so much more. A BBQ will be provided for families who come to help.
Please keep an eye out for the notice coming home soon- we need lots of help!

DUTY OF CARE TO STUDENTS
At Albany Rise, we aim to ensure every student is kept safe, and happy in a positive environment. We communicate with parents regularly about the high levels of support and supervision provided at our school. This
is our Duty of Care.
The law has established that, in some circumstances, a school’s duty (and therefore the Department’s duty)
will extend beyond school hours and outside of school grounds. The duty will be extended to outside school
hours and premises when the relationship between the school and the student requires it in the particular
circumstances. For example, in some circumstances schools may be liable for injury sustained by students
in the playground before school begins for the day, particularly if it occurs during the period of time for which
the school yard is supervised.
At Albany Rise Primary School, our grounds are actively supervised from 8.45am in the morning to 3.45pm
at night. Familes are able to access before and afterschool care if supervision is required outside these
hours. Where a staff member has formed a belief that a student is in an unsafe situation, they have a duty to
act or inform services that can act to keep a child safe.
For students who are not collected from the yard afterschool later than 3.45pm, staff request these children
to come indoors (to the office) to ensure their safety and wellbeing (it can be very cold outside afterschool!).
When parents are delayed, the office anticipates contact from parents/ family to reassure everyone that the
student will be picked up very soon. We thank all our families who ensure children are picked up on time
every day, keeping them feeling safe and positive about their time at school.
ARE YOU ON COMPASS???
Our parent-teacher interviews and conference bookings will soon be open on Compass for the end of this
term. Please be sure to regularly check your Compass parent portal for this and other upcoming events,
newsletters, excursions, payments due and student attendance information. Compass and Dojo are our major communication outlets from the school to our families. Our Administration staff can support any families
with gaining access to Compass, if needed.

2021- ARPS Strategic Review- PARENT INPUT
During 2021, our school is undertaking a review of our progress and achievements during our current 20182021 four year strategic plan. Staff, Students, parents and the community are encouraged to take part and
provide insights and input into the review, through online forums, surveys, face-to-face meeting and more.
The ARPS School Council is supporting our community to diligently review all aspects of our school and
working to develop the next four year plan for Albany Rise. I am looking forward to seeing the communications from our whole school community as we begin to assess and develop our next whole school 4 year
plan.
On Thursday 20th May at 2pm, parents will be encouraged to take part in a parent forum at the school (and
online via W ebEx) addressing the following:
•

What does our school do well?

•

What would I like to see our school doing well in the next 4-8 years?



What actions will help to achieve this vision?

A WebEx link and online survey will be provided. The WebEx session is to be recorded to access during the review
process. Hard copies of the survey will be available at the Book Fair Open night on 20 th May at the school.
An online survey is available here for parents who would like to respond in writing: https://forms.gle/w8Z3AhgcuRXj7n1y5

We are looking forward to having some quality input from our parent community.
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Healthy Relationships
Enjoying healthy relationships has a tremendous impact on your child’s wellbeing and their overall success at school. Many children who experience behavioural problems at school have difficulty interacting
with their peers.
Coach your child in positive social skills Children who develop healthy friendships generally have a definite set of social skills that help make them easy to like, easy to relate to and easy to play with. If your
child is struggling to make friends consider coaching them using this three-pronged approach:
Be open: Some children close themselves off to forming new friendships, preferring to stick to one or two
friends. Encourage your child to be open to forming friendships with a wide variety of children in and outside school and in doing so encircling themselves with many friendship groups.

Be inclusive: Encourage your child to include a wide number of children in their games and activities rather than restricting the possibility of joining in to certain children. Healthy friendship groups are open
and inclusive of others, while unhealthy relationships, such as cliques are restrictive, one-sided and full
of gossip and criticism.
Be aware: Encourage social awareness in your child. For instance, a socially-aware child would be discrete when giving out birthday party invitations at school, being protective and sensitive to the feeling of
those not invited. This level of social awareness doesn’t necessarily come naturally to all children, but it
can be reinforced by parents and teachers
Encourage friendships with both genders The primary school age is an ideal time for children to form
friendships with both genders. This is particularly valid if your child has siblings of their own gender, or
don’t have siblings. It’s through these early relationships that we gain the confidence to mix with different genders in later life. Forming friends helps to break down the mystique that can form, when a child
has little contact with the ‘other’ gender.
Understand the impact of gender on friendships. Research shows that boys’ friendships groups are more
inclusive and less changeable than friendships enjoyed by girls, particularly those in the eight to twelve
year age group. Be prepared to support your daughter through the hurt of friendship breakdowns and
remind her that new friendships are just around the corner. Help her reflect on her own place in a friendship breakdown, and be open to restoring a relationship once emotions are in check.
Remember, friends of a feather flock together If you think that your child doesn’t have as many friends as
a sibling or other children their own age, don’t be too alarmed. On average, children usually have only
two or three significant friendships at any one time. It’s the quality rather than the quantity of friendships
that counts. If you are concerned that your child lacks friends at school encourage him to take up a variety of extra-curricular activities. It’s easier to strike up a friendship with someone when you have something in common.
Above all else encourage your child to be friendly by talking to others, showing an interest in what other
children do, offering help when needed and being willing to enter a new game or social situation. Consider teaching your child, if necessary, alternatives to fighting and arguing when there is disagreement
and conflict within groups. (by Michael Grosse)

Enrolments for 2022

We are continuing to accept enrolments for 2022. Any families who are intending to enrol for
2022 are encouraged to do so as early enrolment assists with our planning and provision. If you have friends
or neighbours who are looking at enrolling their child in a school for 2022 please encourage them to visit us
for a tour of the school. A convenient time can be organised by contacting the office.

Parents can check if they are inside our school zone via this link: https://
www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/

Confirmation of enrolment letters are being sent to families of students with siblings already in the school, or
who are enrolling from within our school zone.

Judy Drew
Principal
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FROM THE LIBRARY—A message from Ms Foley

Thank you to all the ARPS families who helped make Book Fair 2021 such a success. Thank you,
too, to the families who generously bought books to donate to the library. They are already in circulation and are being borrowed.

Thank you also for the donation of books to support the Interrelate Family sessions.
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