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The wonderful sportsmanship, team spirit and ‘have-a-go’
attitude shown by all students on our House Athletics Day
last week was inspiring to see. Congratulations to all students who took part, and a special thanks to Mr Fotheringham, teachers and parents who made sure the day was
such a great success
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EDUCATION WEEK 2021 @ ARPS 20th – 27th May

Now in its 77th year, Education Week aims to positively profile and celebrate the strengths and achievements of Victoria’s government education sector.

The theme celebrates the connections between schools and local communities and strengthens bonds with
families and carers.
Education Week is an opportunity for all primary and secondary schools, higher education, and early childhood services to showcase how they are building connections with the community around them.
We have a number of special activities occuring for our Education Week Celebrations at Albany Rise, starting with our Book Fair and open evening on Thursday 20th April. Events will also include a group tour for
2022 parents, open morning, Annual Spelling Bee and biggest morning tea! Keep you eyes peeled for more
information in upcoming newsletters.
To find out more, Visit: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/Pages/edweek.aspx

Student Attendance and Parent Involvement

Every minute of every learning session during every day at school is important. This is what teachers are
reinforcing with our students regularly at school.
Research tells us that the more time a child spends at school, the better off they will be in all areas of learning as their education progresses.
Parents who strongly support this research by ensuring children are at school every day, are doing the best
for their children’s futures.
If a child is absent from school on any day, for any reason, it is the parents’ responsibility to provide the reason to the school. At Albany Rise this can be done easily via the Compass Parent Portal (the link is on our
website) or via the COMPASS app on your phone. Generally, genuine reasons are for illness, an unavoidable appointment, or similar wellbeing and health concerns. Non-attendance at school for frivolous reasons,
such as birthdays or shopping, is a concerning waste of valuable learning time.


As a Parent—What is your responsibility?
let the school know in advance of any upcoming absences or let
them know in the morning if your child won’t be at school in order for schools to implement the same day
notification required.
At ARPS, notifications to parents for student absent without explanation are sent from 10am each day via SMS.

For all absences where the principal has determined that a parent has not provided a reasonable excuse,
the school must notify the parent in writing that the absences have been recorded as such.
If the principal decides that no reasonable excuse has been provided for an absence, the absence must be
recorded as such and the parent must be informed that this means:



an accumulation of these absences could lead to a School Attendance Notice from a School Attendance Officer
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At Albany Rise, our parents recognise the value of creating positive attendance routines and work
with staff when challenges arise to impact on student attendance. I would encourage any families
who have attendance concerns for their child, to make contact with the school and speak to our
Student Wellbeing Officer, Katrina Karlson, about ways we can provide support to develop and
maintain positive attendance practices.
2021- ARPS Strategic Review
During 2021, our school will be undertaking a review of our progress and achievements during our current
2018-2021 four year strategic plan. Staff, Students, parents and the community will be encouraged to take
part and provide insights and input into the review, through online forums, surveys, face-to-face meetings
and more. The ARPS School Council will be supporting our community to diligently review all aspects of our
school and working to develop the next four year plan for Albany Rise. I am looking forward to seeing the
communications from our whole school community as we begin to assess and develop our next whole
school 4 year plan.
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Student Opinion Survey (repeat)
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction and
are conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School Survey is an
annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist schools to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Our school will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience.
All students from Years 4 -6 will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online during
school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. It is important to note that we are not in any way
“testing” your child. All responses to the survey are kept anonymous. Personal identification data will not be
recorded in the survey response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected
at all times.
This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school during the two weeks of Monday, April
26th - Friday, May 7th. The survey only takes 20 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time.
The survey results will be reported back to the school by the end of term 2.
If you would like more information, please speak to Judy Drew or visit: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/
teachers/management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx

NAPLAN testing (repeat)
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) assesses the literacy and numeracy
skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and life. Students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9 participate in the annual NAPLAN tests in reading, writing, language conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. The tests provide parents and schools with an understanding of how individual students
are performing at the time of the tests. NAPLAN tests are just one aspect of a school’s assessment and reporting process; they do not replace ongoing assessments made by teachers about student performance.
NAPLAN tests also provide schools, education authorities and governments with information about how education programs are working and whether young Australians are meeting important educational outcomes in literacy and numeracy.
At Albany Rise PS students in years 3 and 5 will sit the tests in week 4 of this term – from Tuesday, May 11th.
Please ensure that your child is at school for all NAPLAN tests.
Further information and resources can be found at- https://nap.edu.au/resources-new
To find out more about the census and how communities are using the data to help children and families visit
the AEDC website: www.aedc.gov.au.

Enrolments for 2022

I encourage all parents with siblings due to start in 2022 at ARPS to submit enrolments early to assist our long
term planning. The enrolment forms are available on the school website.
Enrolments for 2022 will also be accepted for any students who live within the school zone.
Parents can check if they are inside our school zone via this link: https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
Confirmation of enrolment letters are being sent to families of students with siblings already in the school, or
who are enrolling from within our school zone.

Enrol Now for Foundation (Prep) 2022

Tours available
Judy Drew
Principal
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Parent Class Representatives
Each year our school works with our parents to arrange a ‘Parent Rep’ for each class across the school.
The Role of the Parent Rep is to support the classroom teacher with events, help the communication
with parents within the class and provide a conduit with our Parent Association and special events.
Parent Reps can be very pro-active in this role, or just ‘be there’ for when a teacher might request some
assistance (eg. helping gather resources for a special event).
We are currently seeking Parent Reps in many classes. PLEASE consider communicating your interest
to your child’s teacher. The Parent/Teacher connection through this ‘Parent Rep’ process is a key part
of our positive home/school communication practices across the school. I hope to see a few more faces
in our Parent Rep group in the near future.

Consent Education in Schools

Parents and Carers may have seen the recent Media and Education Department information regarding mandatory Sexuality and Consent Education in schools from Foundation to Year 6. The Department of Education policy requires All students receive a comprehensive and age-appropriate sexual health education
aligned to the Victorian Curriculum, including the teaching of consent. However, a parent or carer may decide not to allow their child to participate in the sexual health component of the school’s health education.
At Albany Rise Primary School, we use the Respectful Relationships program and resources as the basic
program for our Social and Emotional learning curriculum across the school. Respectful Relationships supports schools and early childhood settings to promote and model respect, positive attitudes and behaviours.
It teaches our children how to build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence.
Additionally, this year, we are providing students and parents in Year 3-6 the opportunity to take part in sessions provided by ‘Interrelate’ (A Department approved service provider), which will provide comprehensive
and age- appropriate sexual health and consent learning for students. Students in Year 3-6 will take part in a
school based incursion with highly-trained and skilled educators, who will deliver age appropriate programs
that assist children and parents to communicate with each other about fundamental emotional and social
development issues. The program aims to ensure students know the range of possible consequences of relationships and assist in help-seeking behaviour. Research shows that if young people are given accurate
and reliable information, they are more able to make good choices.
The sessions will be as follows:

PARENT & FAMILY SESSIONS
Detailed information about the family sessions (with parents and student attending together) will be
communicated through the Newsletter and Dojo.
Date: May 11th (evening- time TBC)
C
YEAR 3 and 4
“ME & THE BIG, WIDE WORLD”
Sessions: 3 x 60-minute sessions (one session is delivered per week over three weeks)
Audience: Year 3 and 4 students

SESSION 1: ME & MY FAMILY : 20th May
Program focus:
Explore the way families work and what it means to be in a family

SESSION 2: BODY PARTS & FUNCTIONS : 27th May
Program focus:
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PARENT & FAMILY SESSIONS
Detailed information about the family sessions (with parents and student attending together) will be
communicated through the Newsletter and Dojo.
Date: May 11th (evening- time TBC)
YEAR 3 and 4
“ME & THE BIG, WIDE WORLD”
Sessions: 3 x 60-minute sessions (one session is delivered per week over three weeks)
Audience: Year 3 and 4 students
SESSION 1: ME & MY FAMILY : 20th May
Program focus:
Explore the way families work and what it means to be in a family
SESSION 2: BODY PARTS & FUNCTIONS : 27th May
Program focus:
Discuss the difference between males and females, including exploration of some gender stereotypes
Encourage naming of body parts and functions

SESSION 3: REPRODUCTION, PREGNANCY & BIRTH : 3rd June
Program focus:
Discuss reproduction in the context of family relationships, including conception, foetal development and birth
YEAR 5 - “MOVING INTO THE TEEN YEARS”
Audience: Year 5 students
Sessions: 3 x 90-minute sessions (one session per week over three weeks) : DATES: 20th May, 27th May, 3rd June
Program focus:





Acknowledge personal differences and promote respect for, and acceptance of, others
Increase awareness of personal safety and protective behaviours
Develop students’ understanding of physical development at puberty, and provide strategies for managing
these changes
Discuss different types of relationships and strategies for managing conflict

YEAR 6—“MOVING INTO THE TEEN YEARS”
Audience: Year 6 students
Sessions: 3 x 90-minute sessions (one session per week over three weeks) : DATES: 20th May, 27th May, 3rd June
Program focus:

Revisit development at puberty

Outline the process of human reproduction, including conception, foetal development and birth

Explore respectful relationships with self, friends and family

Enhance students’ self-esteem, communication and decision-making skills in relation to taking responsibility,
taking care of themselves and respecting others

Assist students to become aware of the influences on their personal choices and the potential consequences
of those choices

Raise awareness of technology and its influence on teens, including strategies for cybersafety

Discuss expectations in high school
Please see next page for Dept links
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Link for more information about the Department of Education policy: https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/
pal/sexuality-education/policy
Link to Respectful Relationships information: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/
respectfulrelationships.aspx
Link for more information about Interrelate: https://www.interrelate.org.au/programs-services/schools
Parents are welcome to contact the school if further information is required. Please go to
Compass parent portal to pay for sessions and confirm consent to attend.
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FROM THE LIBRARY—A message from Ms Foley

May 20, 2021
Our fabulous Library Leaders advertising this year’s Book Fair – May 20, 2021. The leaders
will be visiting classes over the next few weeks to talk about the Book Fair.

The Premier’s Reading Challenge is on again this year and our Foundation, Years
1 and 2 are busy reading towards their goal of 30 books.
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Welcome to the new Millenium!

Albany Rise Primary School 2000

