ARPS

22nd April, 2021

NEWS
Fri

23rd Apr

Yr 3-6 Athletics Day

From the Principal

Mon

26th Apr

Student Photo Day

Welcome to Term 2

Thurs

6th May

Mother’s Day Stall

Mon-Fri

17-21 May Education Week

Tues

18th May

Spelling Bee Competition

Thurs

20th May

Book Fair & Open Night

2021 TERM 2 CALENDAR

Monday, 26th April

STUDENT
PHOTOS
Please ensure students are
in correct school uniform.

PAYMENTS ONLINE ONLY

We have a busy and exciting term ahead, with lots of great
learning, fun activities and community events over the next
few weeks. It has been lovely to see some more new students commence this term, and we welcome all our new
families to our wonderful school community.
I would like to start the term by acknowledging the hard
work and leadership of all staff during my recent unexpectedly prolonged absence. In particular, I would like to thank
Jane Capon, who undertook multiple additional roles during
my absence.
A special welcome to our new staff; Mr Leigh Fotheringham
who will be undertaking the role of P.E. teacher this year,
and Ms Trina Page, who will be working as a new member
of our Education Support team. We also welcome Ms
Michelle Lorrain, who will be with us during Term 2 to support the needs of our English as Additional Language (EAL)
students (working closely with our current Tutoring and Intervention team).

Year 6-7 Transition News
This week, our Year 5/6 students had an opportunity to attend Lyndale Secondary College as part of our school transition program.
Starting secondary school is one of the biggest steps in your
child's life. As there are a variety of options for your child's
secondary education, choose a school to suit your child's
needs. You may want to make a list of things that are important to you and your child or visit the schools you are interested in; they welcome enquiries and will organise a time
to visit.
An important step is to involve your child in deciding which
secondary school they will attend. The following questions
may assist you as you consider which secondary school will
best benefit your child:


Will the school cater for your child’s needs and interests?

How does the school support children with additional
needs?

How important is it that your child knows other children at the school?

Does your family have a connection to a particular
school?

Do you have older children already attending a secondary school?
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/
Pages/choose-enrol-school.aspx
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At the end of last term, our year six students did receive their transition packs. It is important that families read
this information carefully and adhere to the timeline provided. Please contact our transition coordinator Adriana
Costa you have any questions. Our year 5 and 6 students have multiple opportunities to engage in transition
activities and information about upcoming open nights is included in newsletters.
The Department of Education has a website that will help you to identify your local public school online. By
clicking on the following link and entering your home address, you will see the school catchment area in which
you live. www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au

STATEWIDE PLACEMENT TIMELINE AND PROCEDURES FOR 2021-2022

2021 Dates

Activity
Term 2: Monday 19 April 2021 – Friday 25 June 2021

From Week 1,
Term 2 2021

Government primary schools distribute information to all parents/carers of Year
6 students on how to access the Transition Information Pack.
This pack includes the Application for Year 7 Placement 2022 form.

Friday 14 May 2021

Parents/carers return the Application for Year 7 Placement 2022 form to their
child’s government primary school by this date.

Term 3: Monday 12 July 2021 – Friday 17 September 2021
Wednesday 4 August
2021

Government primary schools notify parents/carers of Year 6 students of Year 7
placement offers, in writing.

Friday 27 August 2021 Secondary schools notify all parents/carers in writing of the outcome of their
placement appeal by this date.
Note: If your appeal to your preferred secondary school is unsuccessful, you may
lodge a further written appeal to the relevant Department of Education Regional
Director. Please see the FAQ on the following pages for more information regarding appeals.

Term 4: Monday 4 October 2021 – Friday 17 December 2021
Tuesday 7 December
2021

Secondary schools host an Orientation Day for Year 6 students.

Student Opinion Survey
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction and
are conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School Survey is an
annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist schools to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Our school will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience.
All students from Years 4 -6 will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online during
school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. It is important to note that we are not in any way
“testing” your child. All responses to the survey are kept anonymous. Personal identification data will not be
recorded in the survey response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected
at all times.
This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school during the two weeks of Monday, April
26th - Friday, May 7th. The survey only takes 20 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time.
The survey results will be reported back to the school by the end of term 2.
If you would like more information, please speak to Judy Drew or visit: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/
teachers/management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx
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NAPLAN testing
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) assesses the literacy and numeracy skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and life. Students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9
participate in the annual NAPLAN tests in reading, writing, language conventions (spelling, grammar and
punctuation) and numeracy. The tests provide parents and schools with an understanding of how individual
students are performing at the time of the tests. NAPLAN tests are just one aspect of a school’s assessment
and reporting process; they do not replace ongoing assessments made by teachers about student performance. NAPLAN tests also provide schools, education authorities and governments with information about
how education programs are working and whether young Australians are meeting important educational outcomes in literacy and numeracy.
At Albany Rise PS students in years 3 and 5 will sit the tests in week 4 of this term – from Tuesday, May
11th. Please ensure that your child is at school for all NAPLAN tests.
Further information and resources can be found at- https://nap.edu.au/resources-new

The Australian Early Development Census
In May, our school, along with thousands of others across the country will begin preparations for the fifth
Australian Early Development Census (AEDC). The AEDC gives us a national picture of the development,
health and wellbeing of children in their first year of full-time school. Since 2009, the census results have
helped communities, schools and governments plan services and develop better policies to target support
for children and families. Our Foundation students don’t miss any class time, and parents/carers don’t need
to supply schools with any new information for the census. The AEDC gives us data at a school and community level and teachers are responsible for entering the data via a portal.
Some teachers have also noticed that completing the assessments made them more aware of the needs of
individual children and the class as a whole and that the census results are useful in planning for transitions
to Year 1 and developing class programs. Participation in the AEDC is voluntary. Parents/carers don’t need
to take any action unless they choose not to include their children in the census.
To find out more about the census and how communities are using the data to help children and families visit the AEDC website: www.aedc.gov.au.

ANZAC DAY commemoration
Our student leaders faciliated our whole school
assembly today for our ANZAC commemoration.
Our choir also performed beautifully at the occasion. Leading up to ANZAC Day, students have
been spending some time learning about ANZAC
Day which helps them to connect with Australian
history and understand the importance of this national day of remembrance. Each class made a
wreath to display during the ceremony.

Student Medication and Illness

Parents and Carers are reminded that staff are not able to administer non-prescribed medication. A copy of
the Medication Policy is available from the office and on the school website. Whilst we encourage parents to
avoid unnecessary student absences, students who are unwell are best kept at home until they recover to
avoid further spreading possible infections.

School Council

Our 2020 Annual Report was presented at the first meeting of the new 2020 School Council and Annual
General Meeting on Wednesday 24th March. A copy of the Annual Report can be seen on the school
website.

Parent Association

Next week our Parent Association will be meeting at school (Function Room) at 2.45pm to continue planning
and preparing school fundraising and community events, including Mothers Day stall, May Bake Sale, DI
CO and more. We are always keen for more parents to come along and have input at these meetings.
Please be sure to sign in at the office if attending.
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Victorian State School Spectacular 2021

We are very excited to have ARPS students performing in the VSSS Choir this year. Students who have
provided an expression of interest have been enrolled in the program and rehearsals will start very soon. I
am looking forward to providing further updates about our VSSS21 participation to students in the next few
days.

Enrolments for 2022

I encourage all parents with siblings due to start in 2022 at ARPS to submit enrolments early to assist our
long term planning. The enrolment forms are available on the school website.
Enrolments for 2022 will also be accepted for any students who live within the school zone.
Parents can check if they are inside our school zone via this link: https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
Confirmation of enrolment letters are being sent to families of students with siblings already in the school, or
who are enrolling from within our school zone.

Every day counts
School is better when you’re here
Attendance fact sheet for primary school students
Do I have to go to school?


Yes, in Victoria everyone aged from 6 – 17 has to go to school.



Missing one day a fortnight is the same as missing 4 whole weeks of school a year. From prep to
Year 12 that adds up to 1.5 years of school!



School is better when you attend. Your friends and your teachers notice that you’re away and
wonder if you’re OK.

Why is regular attendance at school important?
Right now, being at school is the most important thing you need to do for your future. School helps you build good
habits for later on in life. You might think school is just about Maths and English but you’re also learning about how
to work with other people and how to solve problems.
Being at school every day also means you are becoming more independent as a learner and interacting with your
friends and teachers. If you’re at school you can get help from your teachers and friends and won’t have to try to
learn things in your own time.
Being an adult probably seems far away but we know that young people who attend school more frequently have
better outcomes after school too. This means they earn more money, have better job opportunities and are generally healthier. So being at school really does make a difference!

Do my parents need to let the school know if I’m going to be away?
Yes. Your parents need to notify the school within three days of your absence.
If you’re away from school too much and don’t have a reasonable excuse like a serious illness, your parents can
also get in trouble.

Are there any good reasons to be away from school?
No. Unless you are so sick you can’t get out of bed or there is an event like a funeral, you should be at school.
Every day you are away is a day of classes and social connection you miss out on. Taking a day off for your birthday or go shopping isn’t a good reason to miss school.
Even medical and health appointments should be made either before or after school or during the school holidays.
This includes family holidays. Your parents are encouraged not to plan holidays during the term but to organise
these during the school holidays.
If you do have to be away for some reason, your parents need to contact the school and let them know what’s going on. Depending on the situation, the school might provide schoolwork for you to complete.
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Every day counts
School is better when you’re here
Attendance fact sheet for primary school students

What do I miss out on if I’m not at school?
You miss out on all the big stuff – class discussions and all the interaction that happens in a classroom,
the chance to get help from teachers and the opportunity to practice skills and gain knowledge. Being
away means you might miss out on a lot of learning or that you need to catch up in your time.
If all of that isn’t enough to convince you to be at school every day, being away also means you also
miss out on playing with your friends. Being away from school a lot can be lonely. It has a big impact on
relationships and social connections. Believe it or not, everyone wants you at school and it really is better when you attend.

What if I’m having problems getting to school?
Getting to school on time everyday can be about having a good routine. If you find yourself running late or missing
school because you’re disorganised, try:


Asking your parents for help getting ready



Having a set time to go to bed



Leaving all technology out of your bedroom



Packing your school bag the night before with everything you need



Having a set time for breakfast



Planning to meet up with a friend so you can travel to school together.

Sometimes though it can just be hard to go to school. You might feel overwhelmed by the work or things might be
tough with your friends. Maybe don’t feel safe at school or you really dislike a teacher or things at home aren’t
great. Perhaps you’re feeling down or anxious and don’t even really know why.
Whatever the situation is, staying away from school isn’t the answer. There are lots of people who want to help.
Try talking to:


Your parents or another adult family member



A trusted teacher



Wellbeing Coordinator or the school counsellor



Another trusted adult like your coach

Useful websites/contacts
Kids Matter - www.kidsmatter.edu.au
Youth Beyond Blue - www.youthbeyondblue.com.au
Headspace - www.headspace.org.au or e-headspace www.eheadspace.org.au/ for online counselling & support
Reach Out – www.reachout.com
Kids helpline - 1800 55 1800 24 hours a day, 7 days a week or web counselling.

Judy Drew
PRINIPAL
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Michael from Albany Rise PS has supplied a container at the office in support of ‘Bread Tags for
Wheelchairs’ in south Africa. The bread tags collected are all recycled to help fund wheelchairs for
those who need in need.
We ask that you please save your bread tags over the school holidays and bring
them into the office so Michael can help even one child in South Africa to become mobile.
Thank You
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FROM THE LIBRARY—A message from Ms Foley
This week in the library our focus has been preparing to commemorate ANZAC Day on
Sunday, April 25. All books are available to borrow.

It’s back – Albany Rise Book Fair May 20th!
RESPECT

RESILIENCE

RESPONSIBILITY

While we were singing and dancing to The Loco-Motion, Albany Rise Primary School, or Northvale Primary School as it was then, was getting on down with the following:

May - Gr 6 students were complimented for their behaviour at their excursion to Como
House

June - In Football, 2 students were chosen for the State team to go to Canberra and 6
students made it to the finals of District Cross Country

September - the Spellathon was very successful and raised over $2000

December - Bush Dance was held and enjoyed by all

