ARPS NEWS
8th October, 2020
TERM 4 CALENDAR
Mon

5th Oct

Term four commences

REMOTE LEARNING ALL
CLASSES
Mon

12th Oct Return to School RETURN
TO SCHOOL—ALL CLASSES

Mon-Fri TBC

ICAS subject days to be
confirmed at a later date

Wed

21ST Oct

School Council 7pm

Thur

22nd Oct

Footy Colours Day

Fri

23rd Oct

Grand Final Public Holiday

Mon

2nd Nov

CURRICULUM DAY Assessment & Reporting
NO SCHOOL

Fri

13th Nov

Spelling Bee

Fri

20th Nov

House Athletics Day -TBC

Wed

25th Nov

School Council 7pm

Thurs

26th Nov

Foundation 2021
Information Session

Fri

27th Nov

Foundation 2021
Orientation Day

Mon

7th Dec

Student Photos
CANCELLED

Tues

8th Dec

Secondary School host
Orientation Day for 2021
Yr 7 Students -TBC

Fri

11th Dec

Colour Explosion Fun Run

Wed

16th Dec

Year 6 Graduation

FRI

18th DEC Term 4 CONCLUDES

Principal’s Report
Welcome Back!
We have hit the ground running this term, with students across
the school this week taking part in their online learning routines,
whilst staff excitedly prepare for the return of all students on Monday 12th October. We are very keen to have students in classes
and undertaking the carefully planned program for Term 4. This
term, our teaching and learning resources will be focussed to ensure students have optimal access to literacy and numeracy
learning sessions. Our Specialist teachers will be supporting
classroom teachers in all year levels to identify and target student
learning needs for all students, including those who may need
additional support to ‘catch up’ and those who have excelled during Remote Learning and might require further extension.
We will also be supporting students to re-establish routines, relationships and build resilience over the next few weeks. The Wellbeing of our students in a calm and safe environment will be paramount.
There are a few changes to our onsite routines for Term 4, and I
strongly encourage parents to be familiar with the new ARPS
COVID-19 Return to School Policy which was shared on Dojo
and Compass this week.
A few ‘standout’ processes and practices worth mentioning again
include:


Unwell students and staff must stay at home. Where students/staff have been tested for coronavirus (COVID-19)
they are required to isolate at home and must not attend
school until they are both symptom free and have received
their results (provided the result is negative).



As we are a primary school, students are not required to
wear face coverings regardless of whether or not they are
aged 12 or over, but may choose to do so. (Reusable
Masks should be named- thank you).



Students will enter the school each day at different times
and from different gates depending on their year level and
class. This is to ensure adults avoid congregating at gateways and remain 1.5 metres apart. Details of entry points
for each class are in the policy.



Students must not share any food. This includes the sharing of birthday treats.



Ventilation in classrooms will be increased with doors and
windows open much of the time.
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Daily Temperature checking for each student will not be required.
Students must have their own drink bottle- as drinking taps will be disabled.

There is quite a bit of additional information in the policy, and I encourage parents/carers to be familiar with the details
prior to students returning to school next week.

For further information, parents can access this website:
DET Coronavirus (COVID-19) website:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/Pages/coronavirus-advice-schools.aspx

Pre-service teachers

We are very pleased to be accommodating 8 Pre-service teachers in classes across the school this year.
These pre-service teachers are working with our experienced staff, many in their final year of their training. I
am sure our ARPS families will ensure these ‘soon-to-be’ teachers are welcomed into our community during
their time with us.

Student School Photos

Advice from the recent Operations Guide states that school photos taken by professional photographers cannot go ahead. We are currently looking at various options within the school to provide a photographic record
for parents of their child at school in 2020. We hope to have a pleasing alternative option to present to families in the next few weeks.

BYOD- Bring Your Own Device 2021

As indicated last term, we are intending to pursue a BYOD program moving into 2021. Plans are well underway and we anticipate School Council approval at our meeting this month. The BYOD program at ARPS will
be open to students in Year 4-6 in 2021. More information will be provided with the Parent Payment handouts
to be distributed early this term.
On Wednesday morning, our online Community Chat provided an opportunity for parents to have some questions answered about the program. We will provide further information throughout the term and into 2021.

Talent Show

Congratulations to all our performers for our Talent Show on the last day of Term 3. It was wonderful to see
such a broad spectrum of acts shared with the whole school community. I hope all students who took part
have received their participation certificates by now, and I encourage you all to continue to ‘have-a-go’ at
school events and be proud of your efforts!

Digital devices (borrowed)

This week a letter was sent to all parents/carers whose children have utilised the borrowing opportunity for
iPads and Laptops from the school. Our school loaned over 80 devices to students over the past term. Students with loaned devices will be retaining these until the end of the Term, ensuring they are bought to and
from school each day for use in the classroom. We hope our BYOD program in 2021 will allow many families
to access a suitable digital device that can remain the property of each student in the future. Families who
currently have a borrowed device for this year, can contact the office if they wish to return the device.

HAPPY
30th
BIRTHDAY
MR FORD !
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We are a Sunsmart school so school
hats must be worn during terms 1 and 4.

Please ensure that your child has a named hat on the first
day of returning to school next week. Hats are available for purchase from
the uniform shop: aplusschoolwear.com.au
Hats

To ensure all our students are safe from the dangers associated with excessive sun exposure, all students
must wear a hat when outside during Term 4. Our SunSmart policy outlines the types of acceptable sun smart
ARPS school hats to ensure maximum protection. Please ensure your child’s hat is clearly named for easy
identification.

PLANNING FOR 2021

As we begin the final term for 2020 we also begin careful planning for the 2021 school year, including class
placements and teaching arrangements. If you have any concerns regarding the placement of your child next
year based on educational grounds, you may put these in writing and forward them to me by Friday 30 th October at the school office. Please be sure to reiterate any educational requests from previous years regarding
your child’s class placement to ensure all information is clearly outlined for 2021.
Please note also that requests for a particular teacher will not be acknowledged, as the educational needs of
all children in the school must be considered and teacher movement across teaching teams is common practice at ARPS. This practice is a key component of building staff energy, collaboration and pedagogical
knowledge.
Determining class placements is a complex task and staff members undertake a considerable process to ensure that the best possible placement is made to meet each student's educational needs. Factors that we take
into consideration when making class placements include: academic achievement, personal/ interpersonal
development, gender balance, whole class dynamics and other individual needs. It is important to understand
that with so many factors to consider it is not possible to accommodate every request.
The form attached to this newsletter (below) can be used to return written considerations for student class
placements in 2021. Requests received after 30th October will not be considered. Alternatively, parents can
access this link to complete the same form: https://forms.gle/njFRq68M6GE2p5ny6

Enrolments for 2022 now open
With 2021 enrolments now finalised, we are now seeking any sibling enrolments for 2022. It would
be extremely helpful if current families could send in their enrolment applications for siblings as soon
as possible, so that we can better identify how many spaces we have available for new families, both
in and out of our zone.
Parents can check if they are inside our school zone via this link: https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/

Judy Drew
PRINCIPAL
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
0A

Finn

0N

Harrison

1P

Benjamin

1T

Abdullah

2K

Uditi

2S

Daniel

3M

Neo

3R

Isabella

4R

Riley

4W

Harper

5D

Lexi

5JM

Izabelle

2020
Parents Victoria Online Conference
Parents /carers, school leadership / staff and school councillors are invited to attend the 2020
Parents Victoria Online Conference.
The theme of the forum is a Brave New World: Changes, challenges and opportunities for
families and schools.
This year’s conference program includes presentations from expert speakers and groups on
mental health support for students and parents, connecting school communities and engaging families.
Deputy Premier and Minister for Education James Merlino will open the conference and answer questions submitted by schools and families.
To submit a question email office@parentsvictoria.asn.au by Sunday 11 October.
Details on the conference and how to register are provided below.
Date: Monday 19 October 2020
Time: 10am to 1.15pm
Cost: The conference is free but registration is essential.
Registration: The conference will take place on Zoom. Participants will be emailed a
Zoom link on 18 October.
For more information visit the Parents Victoria website
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FROM THE LIBRARY—A message from Ms Foley
Interesting Fact:
Just like September, the month of October gets its name from the old
calendar when it was the eighth month. Octo comes from the Latin for
‘eight’. Oktoberfest in Munich, Germany is famous for being the world’s
most famous beer festival. Originally, it was only a one day event to
celebrate a Bavarian royal wedding that ended a day of feasting with a
horse race, but now, it runs for about 16 days and finishes on the first
Sunday in October. There are lots of things to see, do and drink at
Oktoberfest.

Favourite childhood stories

-

Mrs Joo

I had a teacher who found me playing alone in the playground when I first came to Australia. She

gathered a small group of kids at lunchtime and chose books which had beautiful pictures. She
read books to us with lots of expression. It was something I looked forward to going to. Everything
was new to me. Seeing someone foreign was new. The teacher ran the program for a whole year
from my memory. I had no English. I was not able to understand. However, towards the end of the
year she started reading Anne of Green Gables which became my favourite. As we read the book,
she showed us videos as well. I re-read it when I became more fluent in English.
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UNIFORM ORDERS
Has your child grown over the last few months at home?
Uniform orders that are placed online this week will be filled by the end
of next week.
Shop online here:
http://www.aplusschoolwear.com.au/SearchResult.aspx?Labels=ALBANY%
20RISE
Reminder: ARPS SunSmart Hats are expected at school this term.
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