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We are a SUNSMART 

School. New hats are  

available from:  
    

         aplusschoolwear.com.au          

Principal’s Report  

 
 

Happy to be back on site! 

It was wonderful to see all of our students so excitedly engaged 
in their learning and friendships from the first day on site this 
week. All classes have very quickly re-established daily routines 
and students have been focussed on key learning tasks in litera-
cy and numeracy, Physical Education and building personal and 
social capabilities. 

In the yard, I have had many lovely conversations with students 
in all year levels. I am constantly impressed by our students’ high 
levels of resilience and optimism. 

The highlight for many students so far this week has been the 
opportunity to spend time with their friends and engage in sports 
on the oval.  

I wish to thank all of our parents for your understanding of and 
adherence to the staggered starts and finish times, and the physi-
cal distancing practices when dropping off and picking up        
students each day. Your support now and over the past weeks 
and months has been incredible. 

Parents who would like to see more support or information at this 
time, can access our Return to School COVID-19 Policy and  
Parent Guide, on the school website, or access Department of 
Education information from this site: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/Pages/

coronavirus-advice-schools.aspx 
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   15th October,  2020 

TERM 4 CALENDAR 

Mon  19th Oct Science  ICAS Assess 

Tues 20th Oct English ICAS Assess 

Wed 21st Oct Maths ICAS Assess 

Wed 21st Oct School Council 7pm 

Thurs 22nd Oct Digital Tech ICAS Assess 

Thur 22nd Oct Footy Colours Day 

Fri  23rd Oct Grand Final Public Holiday 

Mon 26th Oct Spelling Bee ICAS Assess 

Fri 30th Oct World Teachers Day 

Mon 2nd Nov CURRICULUM DAY - 
Assessment & Reporting 
NO SCHOOL 

Fri 13th Nov Spelling Bee 

Wed  25th Nov Market Day 

Wed  25th Nov School Council 7pm 

Thurs 26th Nov Foundation 2021  
Information  Evening 

Fri 27th Nov Foundation 2021  
Orientation Day 

Tues 8th Dec Statewide Transition  Orien-
tation Day for 2021 Yr 7 
Students  
 

Wed 9th Dec Carols for Christmas 

Fri  11th Dec Colour Explosion Fun Run 

Wed 16th Dec Year 6 Graduation 

Thurs 17th Dec Yr 6 Fun Day 

FRI 18th 
DEC 

 

Term 4 CONCLUDES 
1.30pm Finish 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/Pages/coronavirus-advice-schools.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/Pages/coronavirus-advice-schools.aspx


WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. It has been fantastic for staff 
and leadership to receive so much positive feedback through communications to teachers and administration 
staff over the past few months. We would very much like to capture this positive feedback (and any opportuni-
ties for improvement) through this online survey. I strongly encourage all families to take part in this survey 
and show your support for our school. 
The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is 
conducted amongst all parents. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ per-
ceptions of school climate, student behaviour, student    engagement and experiences of remote and flexible 
learning. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improve-
ment strategies.  
 
All parents are invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are anonymous. This 
year, the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 12th October to Friday 13th November. A link 
to the survey has been provided on Dojo and Compass. 
 
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any conven-
ient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online sur-
vey will be available in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Manda-
rin, Chin (Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 
 
The survey results will be communicated to parents through annual reporting and in the school newsletter lat-
er in the year. Last year we used the survey results to help develop better plans for communication in 2020. 
The positive feedback from families has shown this direction to be very successful this year.  
 

Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more information. 

 
Pre-service teachers 
We are very pleased to be accommodating 8 Pre-service teachers from Victoria University in classes across 
the school this Term. These pre-service teachers are working with our experienced staff, many in their final 
year of their training. I am sure our ARPS families will ensure these ‘soon-to-be’ teachers are welcomed into 
our community during their time with us. 
 
Student School Photos 
Advice from the recent Operations Guide states that school photos taken by professional photographers can-
not go ahead. We are currently looking at various options within the school to provide a photographic record 
for parents of their child at school in 2020. We hope to have a pleasing alternative option to present to fami-
lies in the next few weeks, with the potential for professional photographers to come onsite still being consid-
ered by Department of Education staff liaising with state ministers. I will provide any updated information on 
professional photography when it becomes available. 
 
 Assembly- 2.40pm start time on WebEx 
From this week, Assembly gatherings will be continue to be held on WebEx, but at the new time of 2.40pm. I 
have been so proud of the work of our School Captains, Vice-Captains and several of our House Captains 
during the past few months as they prepared and presented our online assembly every week. I am sure they 
will continue to do a professional job now we are back on site. Students will not be gathering in the hall for our 
assemblies on site, but will join with their class cohorts via their Interactive White Boards in each classroom. 

Link to WebEx room for Assembly: https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/drew.judith.j  

Parent Payments 2020 information 
Next week, School Council will be viewing the updated Parent Payments information and policy for 2021. Our yearly 
school fees for 2021 are likely to remain the same as the previous two years, with the option of reduced fees for parents 
in Years 4-6 who choose to have their child take part in the ‘Bring Your Own Device’ program. This years Parent Pay-
ments pack contains detailed information about student booklists and the allocation of fees towards school programs 

and resources. Please look out for this information coming home over the next few weeks. 
 
BYOD- Bring Your Own Device 2021 
As indicated last term, we are intending to pursue a BYOD program moving into 2021. Plans are well under-
way and we anticipate School Council approval at our meeting this month. The BYOD program at ARPS will 
be open to students in Year 4-6 in 2021. More information will be provided with the Parent Payment handouts 
to be distributed early this term. 
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UNEXPLAINED ABSENCE NOTES  
Recently all parents who had students with unexplained absences, including remote learning absences, were 
provided with a letter requesting reasons for any unexplained absences. It is essential that parents complete 
and return this information to the school, to ensure our records are accurate when presented to the Depart-
ment of Education. Unexplained absences are expected to be followed up in every instance, and it would as-
sist our administration and wellbeing staff if all parents/carers with children recorded as absent ‘unexplained’ 
informed the school of the reasons for these absences as soon as practicable. Parents can view student ab-
sences on the Compass portal at any time, and update information on this portal. Absence data will also be 
able to viewed on student reports at the end of the year. 
 
Canteen News- online ordering 
We are pleased to inform parents that, from Monday, students can order their Canteen Lunch Orders online. A 
copy of the Canteen online ordering process is attached to this newsletter, and a link is also on the school 
website. If you require any help or support with this process, please contact the office. 
 
ICAS assessments start next week 

For students enrolled in the 2020 ICAS assessments program, I am pleased to advise the testing will com-
mence from Monday next week. Assessment dates for each of the subject areas is outlined in the calendar on 
this Newsletter. Students will be completing the assessments in their classrooms with support from our Coor-
dinator, Mrs Robyn Williams, and overseen by their classroom teachers. Please contact the school if your 
child is involved in the program and you have questions about the running of the assessment program. 
 
PLANNING FOR 2021  
As we begin the final term for 2020 we also begin careful planning for the 2021 school year, including class 
placements and teaching arrangements. If you have any concerns regarding the placement of your child next 
year based on educational grounds, you may put these in writing and forward them to me by Friday 30th Octo-
ber at the school office. Please be sure to reiterate any educational requests from previous years regarding 
your child’s class placement to ensure all information is clearly outlined for 2021.  
 

Please note also that requests for a particular teacher will not be acknowledged, as the educational needs of 
all children in the school must be considered and teacher movement across teaching teams is common prac-
tice at ARPS. This practice is a key component of building staff energy, collaboration and pedagogical 
knowledge.  
 

Determining class placements is a complex task and staff members undertake a considerable process to en-
sure that the best possible placement is made to meet each student's educational needs. Factors that we take 
into consideration when making class placements include: academic achievement, personal/ interpersonal 
development, gender balance, whole class dynamics and other individual needs. It is important to understand 
that with so many factors to consider it is not possible to accommodate every request.  
 

The form attached to this newsletter (below) can be used to return written considerations for student class 
placements in 2021. Requests received after 30th October will not be considered. Alternatively, parents can 
access this link to complete the same form: https://forms.gle/njFRq68M6GE2p5ny6  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Teachers’ Day- 30
th

 October 

World Teachers' Day 2020 will celebrate teachers with the theme 'Teachers: leading in crisis, reimagining the 
future'. This theme reflects the commitment teachers have made as leaders particularly teaching throughout 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, in a range of environments. 

World Teachers' Day is a chance to recognise and celebrate the incredible contributions teachers have made 
in Victorian communities, as they help to teach the future. 

For more information, or to nominate a teacher for a special award, follow this link:                                        

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/Pages/world-teachers-day.aspx  
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Enrolments for 2022 now open 
With 2021 enrolments now finalised, we are now seeking any sibling enrolments for 2022. It would be ex-
tremely helpful if current families could send in their enrolment applications for siblings as soon as possible, 
so that we can better identify how many spaces we have available for new families, both in and out of our 
zone. 

Parents can check if they are inside our school zone via this link: https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/ 
 

Judy Drew 
PRINCIPAL 

 

Student Class Placement 2021 
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           0A Pippy 0N Sidra 

          1P Angela 1T Ashar   

          2K Xavier  2S Riley 

          3M Kayla  3R Adrian 

          4R Woody 4W Pearl 

          5D Andy 5JM Christian 

          56F Hayley 6C Christina  

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

 

CANTEEN ORDERS 

          are available now 

Online lunch orders  

will also be available from Monday 19th October but 

must be placed by 9.00 am each day. 

Both ways of ordering will only be available  

until the end of this year. 

2021 LUNCH ORDERS  

WILL  BE AVAILABLE ONLINE ONLY 

https://www.quickcliq.com.au/  
 

https://www.quickcliq.com.au/


    

             

 

Interesting Fact  -  BOOK WEEK 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Every year since 1946, the Children’s Book Council of Australia has held an annual book awards to promote 

children's books of high literary and artistic quality. These awards are now the most influential and highly    

respected in Australia. Over the next week, classes will enjoy reading the top 6 finalists in the Picture Book 

category.  The Younger Readers finalists are available in the library for borrowing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Favourite childhood stories 

 Reading memories – Miss Marshall 

My favourite reading memory is from when I was in Grade 3. The Harry Potter books 

had just come out and my Grandma had bought me the first book as a present. I 

was not only excited to start reading  the Harry Potter books but also excited that 

this was the first chapter book I had attempted to read and it made me feel all 

grown up. When I began reading it, it was so hard to stop. I just needed to know 

what happened next. This was the book that made me fall in love with reading and 

it made me want to read not just because I was told to but because I wanted to. I 

still say to this day that the Harry Potter books are my favourite books I have ever 

read.  
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FROM THE LIBRARY—A message from Ms Foley 





THUNDERSTORM ASTHMA SEASON and HAY FEVER 
 
Grass pollen season occurs between October and December. Families are reminded of an increased risk of 

seasonal asthma, hay fever and epidemic thunderstorm asthma during this time. 

Epidemic thunderstorm asthma events are triggered by an uncommon combination of high grass pollen levels 

and a certain type of thunderstorm, resulting in large numbers of people developing asthma symptoms over a 

short period of time. 

People with a history of asthma, undiagnosed asthma or hay fever are at an increased risk of epidemic thun-

derstorm asthma during this time. Having both hay fever and asthma that are poorly managed increases the 

risk further. 

More than ever before, this year it’s important for families to manage any hay fever or asthma symptoms, as 

these conditions can produce symptoms that are similar to coronavirus (COVID-19) such as runny nose, cough 

or shortness of breath. 

The best way to reduce and prevent symptoms of asthma or hay fever and reduce unnecessary absences from 

school is to follow an up-to-date asthma action plan or hay fever treatment plan. 

Some other actions families can follow up are: 

  ensure children diagnosed with asthma have an up-to-date Asthma Action Plan in line with current      

 recommendations, and a Student Health Support Plan, as well as a student asthma kit 

  children with a history of seasonal hay fever symptoms should see a GP if they don’t have a hay fever    

 treatment plan 

  keep asthma medication readily accessible 

 download the VicEmergency app and create a ‘watch zone’ for epidemic thunderstorm asthma advice 
 and warnings 

 on days with a heightened risk of thunderstorm asthma, avoid being outside during thunderstorms and 
during wind gusts that come before a storm. Close doors and windows and turn air conditioners on to re-
circulate air. 

 encourage children to manage hay fever and asthma symptoms – particularly important as the symptoms 

can be similar to coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 Parents who should contact the school if they have any questions about their child’s medication and 

treatment plans in relation to Asthma or Hay Fever.  

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.naturallybeing.fireready&hl=en_AU
http://emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#thunderstorm-asthma




 

UNIFORM ORDERS 
 

Has your child grown over the last few months at home? 
Uniform orders that are placed online this week will be filled by the end 

of next week. 
 

Shop online here: 
 

 http://www.aplusschoolwear.com.au/SearchResult.aspx?Labels=ALBANY%
20RISE 

 
Reminder: ARPS SunSmart Hats are expected at school this term. 
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