ARPS NEWS
20th August, 2020
TERM 3 CALENDAR
Thurs

20th Aug Perform Education-Marine
Team Incursion –Yrs 5 & 6

Fri

21st Aug Book Character Parade &
annual Spelling Bee

Thur

3rd Sept

Fri

18th Sep Footy COLOURS Day &
Walk-a-thon

Fri

18th Sep Term three concludes
-dismissal 2.30pm

Fathers Day ‘Stall’

TERM 4 CALENDAR
Mon

5th Oct

Term four commences

Mon

12th Oct

Student School Photos

MonFri

12th–
23rd Oct

ICAS subject days to be
confirmed at a later date

FRI

18th DEC Term 4 CONCLUDES

Principal’s Report
Science and STEM week: some wonderful learning and
fun!
This week has been a wonderful opportunity for all children to join
in the online and hands on learning opportunities provided by
teachers as part of our Science and STEM week activities. Families have embraced the theme of DEEP BLUE with some amazing photos of students in outfits for our Book Character parade
ready to be shared at Assembly tomorrow afternoon. Our senior
students have been using their STEM skills for a range of creative activities, including some very impressive project work.
I do hope everyone has enjoyed the learning and engaging activities so far this week. A big thanks again to Miss Costa and all
staff for their planning and organisation of this special week.

Just keep swimming..
Now we are in full swing of remote learning at home, it is exciting
to see families and staff working hard to maintain the learning
‘momentum’, despite the potential for children to become ‘tired’ of
the daily learning routines that have now been established.
Staff know, understand and can support parents with the challenges of engaging children in new learning, whilst managing all
the other daily challenges that life presents.

Thank you to all our parents taking on the teaching role at home.
We sincerely appreciate your efforts and resilience during this
challenging time. Please continue to contact the school and class
teachers if you are seeking support to keep your child/ren engaged in learning during this time.

RESPECT

RESILIENCE

RESPONSIBILITY

Cyber Safety & eSmart
With all of our children currently undertaking daily remote learning
classes, the importance on a focus on embedding children’s Online
Safety skills has never been more important.
As parents and carers, you have the best opportunity to support
and guide your children to avoid online risks and have safer experiences.
The Australian eSafety Commisioner has developed advice for parents and carers to support the online safety of young children.
This guide covers some of the key online safety issues for young
people and includes a range of practical tips and advice on what to
do if things go wrong. It covers common online safety issues like
managing time online, using parent controls and settings and responding to issues like cyberbullying, inappropriate content, sending personal images and contact from
strangers.
For more information, please explore the eSafety website.
https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-04/aus-global-parent-online-safety-advice_1.pdf

Foundation 100 days
This week marked our Foundation students 100 days of school learning.
It certainly has been a different start to school life for our Foundation students, with the usual 100 days celebration activities replaced by alternative celebration options. As this week was all about STEM and Science,
our Foundation teaching team are planning a special ‘100 days’ celebration on 28th August. Families are asked to watch for a special parcel (or
2) coming to each Foundation student’s home via the post very soon,
with a range of special activities and surprises to mark this big occasion!

Fathers’ Day FREE raffle
Does your Dad or special person deserve a great prize? We are excited to be able to have a FREE special
Raffle for Father’s day this term. The Raffle is open to any ARPS families, with the prizes as follows:

1st Prize- one dozen beautiful cupcakes delivered to your door
2nd Prze- $20 Bunnings Voucher
3rd Prize- $20 Bunnings Voucher
Entry into the raffle is via this link:
https://docs.google.com/formsd/17XtfluNJWrZCCQlj4mRljUziC7nbZhWJRpxfP84sBnI/edit
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WebEx teaching sessions- Recording opt out option
To ensure the integrity and high quality of all our online teaching sessions, and to support the wellbeing of
staff and students, all of our WebEx sessions with classes and small groups, are attended by two ARPS staff.
Occasionally, small groups may be planned (for explicit teaching or ‘catch up’ sessions) where only one
ARPS staff member is available to oversee the learning. On the occasions when this occurs, the WebEx sessions will be recorded for the benefit of all involved.
Parents and students will be advised if this is to occur, and given the option to have their child ‘opt out’ of that
particular learning session, if they do not want to be part of the recording. Of course, students can always remain in any session with the video off and microphone on mute, if they would prefer to attend but have no
part in the recording of the session.
Most of our ARPS WebEx sessions will continue to have two staff present, and no recording will occur in this
case.

If you would like further clarification of this process, please contact your child’s teacher.

Growing Independent learners
We are all keen for students to do well at school and complete their tasks to the
best of their abilities. To ensure children continue to build their skills and grow as
learners, it is important that as much of their work as possible, is completed independently. This means letting children make the mistakes they can learn from.
Allowing students learn from mistakes also helps each teacher gauge where the
next step in learning needs to occur. Thank you to all our parents and carers who
are providing high levels of direction, support and encouragement to our young
learners, as they make their own mistakes and present their own efforts to teachers for feedback and ‘next steps’ in learning.

Upcoming 6-7 Transition Dates:
This week, our Year 6 students were notified, in writing, of their Secondary School placements for 2021. An
enormous amount of communication and hard work goes into the facilitation of this process, and I thank
Adriana Costa and Glynn Ford for their efforts to complete this process through extenuating circumstances
this year. Parents of Year 6 students who have any questions about this process, should contact the year
6 teachers directly.
Wed 19th August 2020

Primary Schools notify parent and carers of Year 6 students of Year 7 placement
offers, in writing.

Mond31st August 2020

Closing date for parents to lodge any non-placement appeals with secondary
schools.

Tues 8th December 2020

Secondary Schools host orientation day for all 2021 Year 7 students.

Online Book Fair – thank you!
We thank all our families who purchased books this week, for their support of our school online book fair. Initial results show over $600 worth of books were sold to families from our school. This is a great result for the
first time our school undertook this form of Book Fair sales. A big thank-you to Cas Foley in the library for her
organisation and coordination of the Book Fair this year.

School Council- Casual Vacancy - Repeat
We are still seeking a parent to fill the casual vacancy on School Council. Parents who are interested in being
part of School Council, are encouraged to contact the school and express their interest. There is no need to
complete a nomination form for this vacancy. Our next meeting is planned for Wednesday 26 th August.
School Council meetings occur twice every term, usually on the 3rd Wednesday of the Month.

Enrolments, Transition & School Tours for 2021

School tours online are still being undertaken this term and can be arranged by phoning the office, or view our
tour video on Facebook and the school website.
We strongly encourage enrolling families for 2021 to submit their enrolment forms now, so class structure and
staffing can be determined and communicated to the community.
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Webinars for parents and carers to help build family resilience
Child psychologist Dr Michael Carr-Gregg teaches strategies for managing wellbeing in this free
webinar on 25 August.
On Tuesday 25 August, the Department of Education and Training is presenting a free webinar for parents and carers by renowned child psychologist Dr Michael Carr-Gregg, on building family resilience
during coronavirus (COVID-19).
Parents and carers play a vital role in helping children feel safe
through uncertain times.

Dr Carr-Gregg’s webinar is aptly named Managing the Coronacoaster – Tips for building resilient families in the coronavirus
era.
In this webinar, Dr Carr-Gregg provides tools and strategies for
parents and carers to help manage the lockdown and remote
learning. Topics include: your supportive role



setting the emotional tone



focusing on what you can control



how to deal with disappointment

further resources and where to get help.
Dr Carr-Gregg’s presentation will run for 45 minutes. This will be
followed by a 15-minute question-and-answer session in which
parents and carers can ask Dr Carr-Gregg questions.
Webinar details



When: Tuesday 25 August



Time: 7:30pm



Duration: 45-minute presentation followed by 15-minute questions and answers session



Format: online via Webex

Cost: free
How to register
To register and for more information visit the Managing the Coronacoaster – Tips for building resilient
families in the coronavirus era eventbrite page.
URL: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/managing-the-coronacoaster-tips-for-building-resilient-families-registration

Judy Drew
PRINCIPAL
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Dear Parents/Guardians,
Update - Further to earlier communications about ICAS this year, we are pleased to let you know that at this
stage, ICAS Assessments will be proceeding. Due to the Remote Learning and the recent announcement about
schools being in lockdown until the 19th of August, Additional Sitting Windows for ICAS Assessments have been
released. All ICAS Assessments will now take place in Term 4 between Monday 12th October and Friday 23rd October 2020, with specific dates for each subject to be confirmed.

Subject

New sitting dates

ICAS Science

Monday 12 Oct to Friday 23 Oct 2020

ICAS Digital Technologies

Monday 12 Oct to Friday 23 Oct 2020

ICAS English

Monday 12 Oct to Friday 23 Oct 2020

ICAS Mathematics

Monday 12 Oct to Friday 23 Oct 2020

ICAS Spelling Bee

Monday 12 Oct to Friday 23 Oct 2020

Please contact the school office if you have any questions.

Robyn Williams
ICAS Coordinator

Parent Occupations
Please remember to notify the school if there is a
change to your occupation status. The school is measured by and receives funding from the Department of
Education and Training, based on family occupations.
To maximise the benefits to the school it is vital that all
families notify the school if there is a change. By updating our records the school ensures that it will receive the
maximum resources possible to deliver the best educational opportunities for your children.

If you become

unemployed, change your job title or return to work
please notify the school office by phone, written note or
email.
Thank you
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
OA

Chelsea

ON

Verdath

1P

Maksim

1T

Ryu

2K

Luke, Thomas, Angelina

2S

Riley

3M

Angeliki

3R

Ella

4R

Mia

4W

Kon

5D

Junior

5JT

Shariah

56F

Joey

6C

Danielle, Christos
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FROM THE LIBRARY—A message from Ms Foley
Premiers’ reading challenge:
Premier's reading challenge: Any students who participated in the Premier’s Reading Challenge
will need to start finalising their reading challenge entry.

COLES PROMOTION

– LITTLE TREEHOUSE SERIES

The library is collecting the Little Treehouse series. If you have any double
ups, please consider donating some to the library. We have numbers 3, 7, 13
and 23. Thank you.

STEM week Deep Blue 





What do dolphins have that no other sea animals have?
Why did the dolphin cross the ocean?
Did the dolphin do a belly flop by accident?
What did the ocean say to the killer whale when it left on vacation?
What is a sea monster’s favourite meal?
Answers are below

Book Parade characters
I can’t wait to see what book characters will be on display at Friday’s assembly!!
This year’s theme is DEEP BLUE – it would be great if you had this theme in mind when thinking about your book character.

Favourite childhood stories – Mrs O’Malley
My favourite reading memory is maybe slightly different to many others. My parents arrived in Australia from Italy, with no family, only 5 years before I was
born. They only spoke Italian at home as their English was very limited. They never read to me as a child but I remember lying in bed flicking through a Noddy book
trying to read some of the words. I recall looking at the pictures and the bright
colours, and trying to work out what the story was about. Of course as I grew older
I learnt to read at school, and still enjoy reading today.
Answers –

Baby dolphins

To get to the other tide

No, it did it on PORPOISE
Nothing, it just waved
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