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 Principal’s Report  
 
And now for the other half… 

Our staff and junior school students are eagerly awaiting the re-
turn of our Year 3-6 students back to school on Tuesday 9

th
 June. 

Children in Foundation to year 2 have settled in so beautifully to 
their school routines, some routines are very familiar and some 
are new and a bit different. The support from the parent commu-
nity has facilitated a huge positive mindset with the engagement 
and confidence evident in all classrooms. 
 
One of the huge contributing factors to the success of our pro-
grams and practices has been the fabulous communication be-
tween home and school over the last two months. This was evi-
dent again on Monday afternoon, when a quick Dojo message 
about a change in exiting arrangements (due to the weather) re-
sulted in every parent collecting their children from the changed 
(dryer) locations at short notice. 
 
As the older students head back to school next week, I urge fami-
lies to continue to keep in close contact with teachers via this 
communication portal. Dojo (and Compass) has been invaluable 
in communicating any ‘up to the minute’ information, both in the 
classroom and for the whole school.  
 
Some Reminders regarding the Year 3-6 return to 
school procedures: (Stage 2 return to school) 
 
 All students in Year 3 to 6 are expected to attend school 

from Tuesday 9th June 
 To avoid any risk of congregation at school entry or exit 

points we have introduced staggered drop-off and pick up 
times: 
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Mon 8th Jun Queens Birthday Holiday 
NO SCHOOL 

Tues 9th Jun Years 3-6 students return 
to school 

Fri 12th Jun Students Return to School 
Celebration Day 

Thur 25th Jun Term two concludes 
for students  -  

3.30 dismissal 

Fri 26th Jun Student Free Curriculum 
Day—NO SCHOOL 

     4th June,  2020 

TERM 2 CALENDAR 

Mon 15th Jul Term three commences 

Mon-
Fri 

17th—
21st Aug 

STEM WEEK @ ARPS 

Sat 12th Sep State School Spectacular at 
Melbourne Arena 

Wed 16th Sept Parent/Teacher conferences 

Fri 18th Sep Footy COLOURS Day 

Fri 18th Sep Term three concludes 
-dismissal 2.30pm 

TERM 3 CALENDAR 

Reminder: 
 

Public Holiday 
 

Monday 
 

 8
th

 June 
 

Queen’s Birthday 
 

 NO SCHOOL 



 Students in years 3-6 who are entering the school grounds, with no adult with them (such as 
students who ride to school and store their bikes in the bike shed) may enter any gate. 

 Students will proceed to their lines or teacher before school, and will not be on the playgrounds 
until recess and lunchtimes. 

 In the morning, gates will be open from 8.40am until Foundation students enter at 9am. Year 3-
6 students are expected to enter the grounds at 8.40am and will be starting their school day 
from that time. Students who are late will need to access the office via the Albany Drive pedes-
trian path (all other gates will be locked). 

 In the afternoon, older students can wait for younger siblings and exit via the gate of the young-
er brother or sister when it is their time to be collected. 

 
We are looking forward to another very smooth start back for our Year 3-6 students. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Department’s latest advice on coronavirus can be found at www.education.vic.gov.au/coronavirus  
 

Returning to School, wellbeing and attendance 

I understand that some families might experience anxiety regarding the return to school for students at all age 
levels. At Albany Rise Primary School, we are following the advice of the Victorian Chief Health Officer and 
State Government, indicating that it is safe for children to return to school. Our school has implemented strin-
gent hygiene practices in line with best practice as advised by the Department of Education. We aim to en-
sure the safety and wellbeing of every student and staff member. 
 
At Albany Rise, we are implementing and are bound by the ‘Return to School Operations Guide, Term 2, 
2020’ as produced by the Department of Education and Training which states: 
 
‘All students in the year levels returning to on-site schooling are expected to attend school. Schools are not 
expected to provide remote learning where parents elect to keep these students at home, except where this is 
based on medical advice’. 
 
As a result of these guidelines we are unable to provide individual students with work from a remote learning 
program once students return on 9th June. For students with a diagnosed medical concern, we are asking 
parents to provide a written confirmation of the student’s requirements to stay at home from a medical practi-
tioner. In such cases, alternative learning arrangements may be provided, as appropriate. 
 
Students who remain at home without a confirmed medical concern from 9th June, he will be marked absent 
for each of the sessions not attended. No work will be provided in this instance. 
 
If you would like further clarification of the required return to school practices, you can look online at: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/stagedreturn_overview.aspx 
 

Unwell students 
Parents of students who are unwell, should not send their child to school. Where a student becomes unwell at 
school, with any ‘COVID- like’ symptoms, they will be immediately be collected by parents and cannot return 
to school until a medical clearance (such as a negative COVID test result) is provided. 
 

Where a student is absent from school and a parent indicates the absence is due to illness (such as ‘the flu’), 
the child must be isolated at home and cannot return until they have a medical clearance. All situations involv-
ing an unwell student with virus symptoms are reported to the Department of Education Incident Support Op-
erations Centre and are followed up to ensure correct processes are undertaken to keep everyone safe and 
well. 
 
Canteen- open from 9

th
 June 

Families are reminded that all Canteen orders must go through the classroom and students cannot purchase 
over the counter at recess and lunchtimes. Thank you everyone for your understanding. 
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Remember to bring: 

 Pencil case 

 Lunch (Canteen will be open from 9
th
 March- but no over the counter sales will occur) 

 Water bottle (named) 

 Work books and tasks completed at home during remote learning 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/stagedreturn_overview.aspx


Year 6-7 Transition  

Thank you to all of our Year 6 families who ensured Transition to Secondary school forms were completed 
and submitted to the school by the due date last Friday 29

th
 May. Our fabulous Year 6 teachers, Adriana 

Costa and Glynn Ford, made sure that all applications were submitted to the secondary schools on time. 
This is a complex process and I thank these teachers for their attention to detail and proactive response to 
the varying needs of our families at ARPS. 

Parents of Year 5 students who are considering placement in a private school setting are reminded 
that these places are often arranged when students are in Year 5, and seeking private school placements in 
Year 6 can often be unsuccessful. 

Parents and carers can access the year 7 placement information from the Department of Education 
webpage:  

Camps, Excursions and Swimming 

At this stage, current restrictions in place prevent schools from taking part in many of our usual extra curricu-
la and sporting events, such as swimming, camps and excursions. 
 

Significant pre-planning and communication with providers and parents for any upcoming event is always 
required to ensure student safety and a positive experience for all. Some events, such as Camps, require 
School Council approval and adequate numbers of interested students for the activity to go ahead. 
 
Unfortunately, our Year 5 and 6 Camp has been cancelled for 2020. Bookings for camps are usually taken 
over 12 months in advance, and due to multiple factors, the camp is unable to go ahead this year. We are 
still hopeful that the Year 3 & 4 camp will proceed, pending Department of Education advice. Swimming ses-
sions are still booked for December this year, and will proceed if current restrictions are lifted later in the 
year. 
 

Staff are working on developing other fun and engaging activities later in the year in place of those removed 
from the events calendar. 
 

Lost Property 
With the onset of our Melbourne winter, students are wearing layers of warmer clothing, which is often 
‘peeled off’ and discarded around the school during the day. 
 

Parents are urged to please name every item worn to school, especially winter coats, to enable a swift     
return of these items. We are already gathering a significant collection of un-named ARPS school jackets at 
the office, amongst other items. 
 

Curriculum and Learning: Mathematics 

This week, staff had the opportunity to observe some modelled Mathematics Teaching and Learning ses-
sions with our younger students. This professional learning opportunity allowed staff to see some very effec-
tive High Impact Teaching Strategies being used to teach concepts such as time, place value and ‘doubling 
numbers’ in various classrooms. 
 

I was able to join this fun learning session in the Foundation classrooms, where students were engaged 
in ‘hands on’ learning with fabulous results!  
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Wed19
th
 August 2020 

  

Primary Schools notify parent and carers of Year 6 students of Year 7 placement of-

fers, in writing. 

Mond 31
st
 August 2020 

  

Closing date for parents to lodge any non-placement appeals with secondary 

schools. 

Tues 8
th
 December 2020 Secondary Schools host orientation day for all 2021 Year 7 students. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Smart Watches & Phones 

Attached to last week’s newsletter was a copy of our student use of Mobile Phone and Communication Devic-
es policy. A mobile phone is a device from which a message or a call can be made or received, and this in-
cludes ‘Smart watches’ with this technology. In circumstances where a student is provided with a watch with 
incoming and outgoing call capabilities at school, that device will be treated by ARPS staff as the same as a 
mobile phone and it is expected that it will be handed in at the office at the start of the day. Parents who have 
ensured ‘Smart Watch’ call capability is disabled during the day, should contact the class teacher to confirm 
this. This will prevent staff from requesting the device be removed and handed to the office until the end of the 
day. Should a student make or receive calls or messages on their ‘Smart watch’ during the day, the student 
will be asked to hand the device in and parents will be contacted. Thank you for ensuring all our students are 
safe by following these expectations. 
 

Parking 

The efforts of all our community to demonstrate our Albany Rise values of Respect, Responsibility 
and Resilience during these challenging times is particularly appreciated during our peak ‘drop off’ 
and ‘pick up’ times each day, when parking spaces in both streets can be limited. 
 
We ask that parents continue to demonstrate our core values when parking near driveways, school 
exits and the school crossing. Any parent who has a concern about a parking situation can raise this 
concern with the local council. 
 

Enrolments for 2021 
 

Albany Rise Primary School- Video Tour- Thursday 25th June @ 9.30am 

Our first ever Video Tour of the school was well received on Tuesday this week, with a small number of fami-
lies taking the opportunity to tour the school and ask questions via a WebEx meeting session. 

We will be repeating this opportunity on Thursday 25th June for prospective enrolling families. A link and QR 
code will be provided for any families wanting to register their interest to attend. 

 

Reminder- updated curriculum day (student free) dates: 
These new dates were approved by School Council at the meeting on 20

th
 May 2020. Please note 

the changed dates in your calendars. 
 

   Friday 26th June:     Mathematics, Curriculum and planning  

   Monday 2nd Nov:     Reporting and Assessment 

 

Staggered Return Of Students To The Classroom  

Advice issued by the State Government recently confirmed that a return to school would occur in a staggered approach which will 

see our Year 3-6 students return to school as at 9 June 2020. 

We are aware that some schools may have introduced staggered times for drop off and pick up and would like to clarify that it is 

important to understand that Council will continue to provide school crossing supervision in the same manner as previously deliv-

ered ( i.e. 40 Minute sessions in the mornings and afternoons).  

 RESPECT                              RESILIENCE                                 RESPONSIBILITY  



We also would like to take this opportunity to remind parents who are dropping off students that they must continue to abide by 

any parking restrictions/signage as marked. It is particularly important that areas such a No Stopping areas are observed as they 

are in place to optimise child safety and mitigate risks.  

 Should you seek clarification or wish to discuss your school’s arrangements please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Many thanks  
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          OA Hannah ON Nicholas 

          1P Alethea 1T Ahmed 

          2K Luke 2S Declan 

          3M Xavier 3R Falak  

          4R Athan 4W Finley 

          5D Nate 5JM Xavier 

          56F Dhruv 6C Ellen 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

Thalia Bennett  

Acting Coordinator Business Support - Community Amenity 
Phone: 03 9518 3539 

293 Springvale Road, Glen Waverley, VIC 3150 

 










