ARPS NEWS
18th June, 2020
TERM 2 CALENDAR
Thur

25th Jun Video tour for enrolling

or interested families

Thur

25th Jun Term two concludes
for students -

3.30 dismissal

Fri

26th Jun

Student Free Curriculum
Day—NO SCHOOL

TERM 3 CALENDAR
Mon

15th Jul

Term three commences

Mon

10th Aug ICAS Science assessment

MonFri

17th—
STEM WEEK @ ARPS
21st Aug

Sat

12th Sep State School Spectacular at
Melbourne Arena

Wed

16th Sept Parent/Teacher conferences

Fri

18th Sep Footy COLOURS Day

Fri

18th Sep Term three concludes
-dismissal 2.30pm

Reminder
updated curriculum day
(student free) dates:
These new dates were approved by
School Council at the meeting on
20th May 2020.

Principal’s Report
Back to ‘Normal’
Over the past two weeks, our families at Albany Rise have risen
to the challenge of negotiating new routines, different processes,
altered communication opportunities, multiple hand hygiene opportunities, and the realisation that school really is ‘back to normal’. The level of resilience, optimism and determination shown
by children at the school has been outstanding. I am sure the encouraging messages coming from home has been instrumental in
the students’ positive outlook.
Families and staff are now eager to return to many of the routines
and activities that make our school such a wonderful community
environment. Plans for the return of onsite activities such as
Breakfast Club, Coding Club, Instrumental Music sessions, and
more are currently underway. Our Year 3&4 Camping plans are
being developed (more about this below) and a return to a regular timetable is being considered.
Of course, our school is ensuring all our plans and actions align
with advice from the Department of Education and Chief Health
Officer. Our current plans are in anticipation of updated guidelines and information soon to be released to schools. As soon as
new and comprehensive information is available about state-wide
school practices and any ‘relaxing’ of current restrictions and expectations, it will be provided to our ARPS families.
Please continue to look out for information through Compass and
Class Dojo, as well as referring to the Department of Education
website link: www.education.vic.gov.au/coronavirus

SWPB Rewards Tree

Students are now working hard to always show their best behaviour, and demonstrate our 3Rs..respect, responsibility and resilience, to earn their NEXT special reward. Our School Wide Positive Behaviour Rewards Tree in the entry foyer, is now ‘growing’
two different fruits: apples and bananas! Students who earn 20
Dojo points (or more) can choose which fruit to add, depending
on the reward they are after. When the tree is FULL, all students
will be able to enjoy the reward activity chosen by most students.
I wonder what it will be…….

Friday 26th June:
Mathematics, Curriculum
and planning
Monday 2nd November:
Reporting and Assessment
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Next week on Thursday 25th June, we will be having our special SWPBS Reward for great behaviour in
the first week back: A PJ and Movie Day! I’m sure this will be a great way to end the Term.

Celebration Day Mural and Fun!

It has been lovely to see the effort parents have gone to, to create their effigy to add to our whole school
‘Return to School Celebration’ Mural. Students and staff at school have also been very creative and the mural
is a wonderful collective effort from parents, students and staff.

Looking lovely
Mrs Drew!!

It was wonderful to see the whole school dancing together (but in separate classrooms) on Friday. Thank you
again to everyone for your efforts – our community support has been outstanding.
Reports
Student Reports will be available for families to access on Wednesday 24th June, via Compass. Parents are
reminded that our Semester 1 Reports this Year will be quite different to our usual Reports, with student progress against the Victorian Curriculum not presented at a ‘score’ or continuum, as per our usual reports. A
message will be sent to parents to advise all families when the reports are available.

RESPECT

RESILIENCE

RESPONSIBILITY

Parent Teacher Interviews & Student conferences
Our interviews and student conferences will be held on Wednesday 12th August. Please note this date in
your calendars. Interviews may be onsite or via WebEx. Confirmation of the meeting process will be provided early next term.

Thank you to Rotary
Our school has been very fortunate to receive a generous donation of $1500 from the
Rotary Club of Monash. These funds went towards the purchase of many internet dongles and data for ARPS families to connect to the internet, as well as other costs associated with ensuring all families had access to communication from the school while on
remote learning. I would like to thank Gordon Pyke (President) and Ted Manallack for
coordinating and providing this support to our school community.

Mindfulness
One of the ways staff are supporting students wellbeing, as they manage the return to school with many
changes and some ‘anxieties’, is a daily afternoon mindfulness activity in every classroom. Activities range
from colouring, to quiet music, restful thinking and more. Our Student Wellbeing Officer, Katrina Karlson
(Counsellor), along with our school staff CARE team are collaborating to ensure all students have access to
a range of resources and in-class sessions that support a positive return to school and optimistic outlook.
Parents are encouraged to contact their child’s classroom teacher if you would like more information about
our Mindfulness sessions.

Year 3 and 4 Briars Camp & Survey
Recent advice from the Department of Education has allowed Camping programs to go ahead, under very
clear guidelines and protocols. Our plans for our Year 3 and 4 Camp to Briars (Mornington Peninsula) from
24th -26th August, are now back ‘on the table’.
However, to enable the Camp to go ahead, student numbers must be sufficient for the camp to be viable.
Too few students attending would make the camp too expensive and not accessible for many of our families.
We have had a strong response from families completing our ’30 second survey’ through Class pages on
Dojo. We still need more families to respond, before we can definitely confirm the camp will go ahead. Parents of students in Year 3 and 4 yet to complete the survey, are urged to do so this week. Link: https://
forms.gle/JnbPm6ZKFBQBgq2F9

Unwell students- Reminder
Thank you to the many parents who have followed procedure and ensured children have undergone COVID
testing, with a negative result recorded before returning, when students have exhibited any symptoms of a
cold or flu.
Parents are reminded that unwell students must not attend school. Where a student becomes unwell
at school, with any ‘COVID- like’ symptoms, they must be immediately collected by parents and cannot return to school until a medical clearance (such as a negative COVID test result) is provided.

Our Chickens
Albany Rise has been lucky to have our very own pet chickens on site since 2013.
This Term, and now our Chickens have gone on a ‘holiday’ and being well looked
after).

I sincerely thank the Sargent family for all their efforts over years looking after the
health and safety of our chickens every weekend, including ensuring our chooks
were fed, watered and had some company.
Our ‘girls’ happy on holidays

Canteen
Attached to this Newsletter is a copy of the revised canteen menu for families. The Menu has been altered
due to current changes in Canteen processes and purchasing arrangements. This is a temporary timetable
that will be revised again in Term 3.
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Aussie of the Month- MAY 2020
Staff have identified many students who could be nominated for Aussie of the Month during May. It has been
a difficult decision to choose just two, given all of the great community spirit and effort shown by so many students last Month. The follow two students have been chosen as our Aussies of the Month for May. They will
be presented with their badges and certificates at Assembly on Friday this week.
Samantha Alevizos (Year 5): Consistently demonstrating resilience and great leadership whilst undertaking remote learning at home and school. Samantha’s proactive efforts to support whole school Assemblies
online, and assist school leadership in managing online community events, has been very much appreciated
by all.
Alethea Goh (Year 1): High levels of classroom engagement and enthusiasm for learning. Ale consistently shows kindness and respect towards all members of the school community. She consistently works very
hard in her class and with specialist teachers. Ale takes pride in every task she undertakes.

From the Library – a message from Miss Foley
Premier's reading challenge: ARPS is once again taking part in the Premier's reading challenge. Any students in Yrs 3-6 who wish to participate will need to come and see Miss Foley in
the library.
Emoji title challenge
Last week's winners are Drishti 5D, Ethan 5D, Mia 4R, Ashley 5/6F, Christina 5D
Please come to the library to collect your prize.
This week's emoji title challenge is :
Put the answer with your name and class in the Premier's reading challenge contest box in the library and the first five
correct answers will win a prize.

Favourite childhood stories - Mrs Drew
When I was very young, my grandparents had a Dairy Farm in Croydon. The large trees around the old farm house were
great for climbing and covered in all sorts of ‘nuts’ and acorns. My grandmother bought me a fabulous book called
‘Snugglepot and Cuddlepie’ by May Gibbs. The book told of the adventures of two young ‘gumnut babies’ in the Australian bush. I used to sit in the high branches of the trees and read, imagining that the characters lived in the many trees all
around the farmhouse. When my own children were old enough, I shared the book with them, and now my daughters
share the same book with my grandchildren. It is amazing to think how far those gumnut babies have travelled over 5
generations in my family.

Upcoming 6-7 Transition Dates:
Wednesday 19th August
2020

Primary Schools notify parent and carers of Year 6 students of Year 7 placement
offers, in writing.

Monday 31st August
2020

Closing date for parents to lodge any non-placement appeals with secondary
schools.

Tuesday 8th December
2020

Secondary Schools host orientation day for all 2021 Year 7 students.

Lost Property- Reminder: there is a LOT of unnamed items at the office
The pile of unnamed jumpers and jackets at the office seems to be growing every day. Parents are
urged to please check the names on all items of clothing worn to school, as we are eager to return
any lost items to their owners as soon as possible.
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Curriculum and Learning:
This week I have been excited to see students deeply engaged in new learning across all year levels. In year
6, students are beginning a new integrated learning unit, beginning with establishing their collective
knowledge about Asia, and the geographic links to other countries around the world. I was very impressed by
the knowledge of some students in the class, and their passion for Geography! I am looking forward to seeing
and sharing the learning growth that occurs through this new learning unit in the future.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
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Enrolments, Transition & School Tours for 2021
Albany Rise Primary School- Video Tour- Thursday 25th June @ 9.30am
Our enrolments for 2021 have increased again this week, with many families securing sibling
places after current students have returned to school.

Our next video tour opportunity is on Thursday 25th June for prospective enrolling families.
Families can register their interest here: https://forms.gle/YASLxx5ZcDvYSGwX7
Or follow the smart phone code:
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