
 ARPS  NEWS 

 

COMING TO 

Principal’s Report 

 

Remote Learning @ Home –week 4 
As we enter another week of learning from home, I could not be 
more proud of our students, staff and parents. The commitment 
to learning and school engagement that has been shown by our 
community has been outstanding. The positive feedback from all 
our families has been incredible and we really appreciate the 
continuous communication we are having with parents and stu-
dents.  

This week we have seen many students not only more involved 
in the tasks online, but also interacting with staff through fun 
games and online WebEx activities. A highlight for many classes 
has been the online scavenger hunts which are occurring in 
many year levels. I hope parents are also seeing the benefits of 
students working together online to maintain their sense of fun 
through these online interactions. It has certainly been great for 
staff to see the students enjoying themselves through these fo-
rums. 

The highlight of my week, so far, was online WebEx sessions 
with our F-2, 3-6 cohorts on Wednesday morning. These weekly 
sessions with Jane Capon and myself are a wonderful opportuni-
ty for us to gauge the ‘feel’ of the student community, and how 
everyone is managing with their home learning routines. I feel 
blessed to be able to chat to the students about what is happen-
ing for them, and to maintain communication between home and 
school. 

Considerations from this week…? 
Over the past week, we have noticed the many different ways 
parents and students are communicating to ensure the connec-
tion with school is maintained. The majority of our students are 
using Google Classroom and Dojo to plan, complete, post and 
receive feedback on their learning tasks. Students are also work-
ing well with their teachers on WebEx, having fun, but also clari-
fying tasks and instructions for learning.  
However, communications through texts, emails, Compass, 
phone calls to the office, and planned meetings at the school for 
families needing additional support (eg. internet issues) are also 
still continuing. Staff and parents have shown they are prepared 
to communicate in whatever way ‘works’ to ensure all students 
are connected and have access to learning. 
 
Things we have considered this week: 

 Creating ways to ensure our WebEx sessions are more purpose-
ful and engaging 

 Ensuring all families have access to internet, devices and the 
apps we are using 

 Applying for furniture (desk,chairs), stationary and internet for 
many families through State School Relief resources (please con-
tact the school if you need this service) 
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Tues  14th 
Apr 

Term 2 Commences 

Mon 4th May STUDENT FREE DAY –
postponed to a later date 

Tues-
Thurs  

12-14th 
May 

Naplan—CANCELLED 

Tues 26th 
May 

STUDENT FREE DAY  -  
CURRICULUM 

Mon 8th Jun Queens Birthday Holiday 

Fri  26th Jun Term two concludes 
- dismissal  2.30pm 

   7th MAY, 2020 

TERM 2 CALENDAR 

Mon 15th Jul Term three commences 

Wed-
Fri 

29th—
31st Jul 

Yr 5/6 Camp to  
Log Cabin 

Mon-
Fri 

17th—
21st Aug 

STEM WEEK @ ARPS 

Mon– 
Wed 

24th—
26th Aug 

Year 3/4 Briar’s Camp,  
Mt. Martha 

Sat 12th Sep State School Spectacular 
at Melbourne Arena 

Fri 18th Sep Footy COLOURS Day 

Fri 18th Sep Term three concludes 
-dismissal 2.30pm 

TERM 3 CALENDAR 



 
 Using a separate specialist Google Classroom for all students to access specialist tasks  
 Ensuring our Google Classroom topics are more consistent across the school- allowing easy access for 

all 
 Hard copy packs of work tasks will continue to be available at the office if requested  
 

We are constantly looking for ways to ensure every single child has a positive learning experience and contin-
ues to be engaged with our school community. Ideas and feedback from the students and community contin-
ues to be invaluable. 

Camps 
Currently we still have our Year 3-4 and our Year 5-6 camps booked for later in the year. 

Our Year 5&6 Camp to Long Cabin Camp is planned to occur on 29th -31st July (early in Term 3). Recently 
parents of Year 5 and 6 students were asked to respond to a survey on Compass to determine the level of 
interest for this camp, given the current state of emergency. Obviously, we do not currently know if all re-
strictions will be lifted by this date. However, we would appreciate if parents are still interested in their children 
attending camp. If the numbers of students are very low, it may not be viable to provide a camp for this cohort 
this year. 

Our Year 3&4 Camp has been rescheduled to occur on 24th – 26th August. Again, we will not be able to con-
firm the camp is proceeding until other variables are confirmed, such as student numbers and restrictions 
which may still be in place. We will continue to keep all cohorts involved in the camping program informed via 
Compass and Dojo. 

Support from all over 

Over the last few weeks, we have been approached by many different services offering a 
range of supports and resources to our school families. This has included State School 
Relief, Food Bank, OSHClub and more. 

Recently, the Rotary Club of Monash has offered to fund the cost of 
internet dongles and some devices for families in need. We sincere-
ly thank the Rotary group for their kind donation of over $1000 to the 
school to fund devices and access to internet for families in our com-
munity.  

As a school, we encourage any families experiencing hardship to 
come forward when needing support. We have access to Food Bank 
Supplies and wellbeing services for any member of our school com-

munity who seeks this support. We are all in this together; there are no questions asked 
for those seeking support . 

 

 

  

STUDENTS ACROSS THE 

SCHOOL WITH THEIR  

TRIBUTES FOR ANZAC DAY 
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Curriculum and Learning: Focus on Writing 
I have been very impressed by the quality and content of the writing students are developing when working 
from home. Over the past few weeks our Year 6 students have been writing responses to persuasive texts 
and cold write prompts. Their results are very impressive: 
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Of course, it is also always great to see our Foundation students reading back and sharing their 

own writing on Dojo videos! Thanks to students and parents for all your hard work and sharing! 
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Mothers’ Day/ Special Person: Free Raffle 
Today our Mothers’ Day Raffle was drawn at the school. We are very excited for our winners who will be 
provided with the following special prizes: 
 

-1st   Prize: Sweets box (12 cupcakes) 

-2nd   Prize: $50 grocery voucher (emailed/ posted to     

 home) 

-3rd   Prize: ‘Surprise Pack’ (collected from school- 

        includes range of stationary/bits & bobs) 

 

 

 

Year 6-7 Transition 
Parents and carers of year 6 students can access the year 7 placement information pack and application 

form from the Albany Rise Primary School webpage and this Department of Education webpage: https://

www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/year-6-to-7.aspx 

 

Enrolments for 2021 
 

Do you have a sibling starting at ARPS in 2021? 

Have you completed and returned an enrolment form? 

Enrolments are being accepted now for next year. Please help us to confirm numbers for next year 

by contacting the office to confirm your intentions to enrol for next year. 

Last word . . . Happy Mothers’ Day (and special people too!) 
This weekend may be very challenging for families who have Mothers’ Day traditions that are simply not 
possible this year. 

I know. Like you, although my children, grandchildren and my parents live very close by, there will be a 
‘different’ kind of celebration of Mothers’ Day. Although apart, we aim to have a ‘Zoom’ catch up. We will be 
celebrating that fact that; we are all well, we are all safe and we will all have the opportunity to celebrate to-
gether again soon.  

Our ARPS community has been outstanding in the positive outlook and attitude everyone has taken during 
this pandemic. Our families have followed advice and ensured every member of the community has re-
mained safe and well. I know you will all continue to follow this advice over the weekend. Happy Mother’s 
Day (and to our carers, Dads, grandparents and special people), I wish you all the best.  

Take Care. 

Judy Drew 

PRINCIPAL 

Friday 17th April 2020 Transition information Packs distributed to 2020 Year 6 families from ARPS 

Friday 29th May 2020 

  

Application for Year 7 Placement forms to be returned to ARPS by this date. 

Wednesday 19th Au-

gust 2020 

  

Primary Schools notify parent and carers of Year 6 students of Year 7 place-

ment offers, in writing. 

Monday 31st August 

2020 

  

Closing date for parents to lodge any non-placement appeals with secondary 

schools. 

Tuesday 8th December 

2020 

Secondary Schools host orientation day for all 2021 Year 7 students. 
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https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/year-6-to-7.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/year-6-to-7.aspx
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SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All meeting to be held via WebEx unless advised otherwise 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

          OA Veronica ON Harrison 

          1P Seth 1T Shashwat 

          2K Esma 2S Stephanie 

          3M Jesse 3R Dawoud 

          4R Woody 4W James 

          5D Christina 5JM Jasmine 

          56F James 6C Daniella 

Next Meetings: 
 

    Council Meeting: 

Date/Time 
 

20
th
 May 2020 @ 7pm 

 

Finance Tues 12
th
 May @ 7.30am 

Education Thurs 7
th
  May @ 6pm 

Facilities Wed 13
th
 May @ 6pm 

Parent Association Weds 22
nd

 April @ 2.45pm 

Marketing Weds 20
th
 May @ 6pm 
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