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And we’re back… almost 
Following the Victorian Government’s announcement this week 
regarding return to school plans, students have been excitedly 
sharing all of the things they are looking forward to when school 
returns over the next few weeks. It was lovely to share some of 
these positive moments with children during our ‘catch up’ We-
bEx meetings with students on Wednesday morning. 
The return to school plan has been shared with parents on Dojo 
and Compass parent portal earlier this week. Basically, the infor-
mation is as follows: 
 
The Victorian Chief Health Officer has advised that it is safe for 
students and teachers to return in a two-staged approach: 
 
Stage 1 – from Tuesday 26th May: Early years students (Prep to 
Grade 2) and senior secondary students (Year 11 and 12) and all 
specialist school students will return to on-site schooling. All staff 
will attend on-site. 
 
Stage 2 – from Tuesday 9th June: Grade 3 to Year 10 students 
will return to on-site schooling, subject to health advice. 
It is important that we work together and support each other dur-
ing this challenging time. We will be in touch with staff and par-
ents shortly with more details.  
 

The Department’s latest advice on coronavirus can be found at 
www.education.vic.gov.au/coronavirus  
 

Remote Learning @ Home –week 5 
As we near the end of our 5

th
 week in the practice of remote and 

flexible learning, the feedback from students and parents has 
continued to be consistently positive in relation to the available 
resources and communication between school and home. Com-
munication practices across the school are a focus area for our 
Annual Implementation Plan this year, and we hope an upcoming 
parent survey about our remote learning practices at ARPS will 
show what we believe to be true: communication between home 
and school during Term 2 2020 has been much more effective, 
consistent and available than previous years due to the remote 
learning program. 
 

Other feedback this week has included a recognition from par-
ents and teachers that some aspects of the remote learning pro-
gram has helped many children to really move forward rapidly, in 
areas such as ICT skills, reading (with 1-1 support daily at home) 
and organisational skills. For other students, missing friends, 
teachers and routines has been challenging and detrimental to 
learning progress. For almost all parents I have spoken to, the 
remote learning experience has provided challenges and posi-
tives. The time at home has, for many parents, offered an oppor-
tunity to build a deeper understanding of their children’s learning 
progress, study behaviours  and academic stamina. 
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Fri 15th May A-Tune-A-Minute after   
Assembly 

Tues  19th May ‘Take a BreathTuesday’@ 
ARPS 

Mon 
 

25th May STATE WIDE  
CURRICULUM DAY 
NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL 

Tues  26th May FOUNDATION—Year 2 to 
return to school 
(staggered start and fin-
ish times) 

Wed 27th May National Simultaneous  
Storytime 

Fri 29th May Applications for Year 7 
Placement to be returned to 
ARPS by this date 

Mon 8th Jun Queens Birthday Holiday 
NO SCHOOL 

Tues 9th Jun Years 3-6 students return 
to school 

Thur 25th Jun Term two concludes 
for students  -  

3.30 dismissal 

Fri 26th Jun Student Free Curriculum 
Day—NO SCHOOL 

   14th MAY, 2020 

TERM 2 CALENDAR 

Mon 15th Jul Term three commences 

Mon-
Fri 

17th—
21st Aug 

STEM WEEK @ ARPS 

Sat 12th Sep State School Spectacular at 
Melbourne Arena 

Wed 16th Sept Parent/Teacher conferences 

Fri 18th Sep Footy COLOURS Day 

Fri 18th Sep Term three concludes 
-dismissal 2.30pm 

TERM 3 CALENDAR 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/coronavirus


Overwhelmingly from students, the message this week has been about the fact that they cannot wait to return 
to school to do the many things they enjoy in the classroom and in the playground. We are finalising plans to 
ensure our students return to school is smooth, safe and enjoyable. Detailed plans will be sent out to families 
soon. 

What have we learnt this week…? 
One thing that has become abundantly clear this week, is that every child is very different. For families with 
two or more students at home, I have heard many stories about how one child in the family is able to suc-
cessfully speed through the tasks provided, whilst their sibling struggles to complete any part of the learning 
tasks for their class. This is of course very normal, as children all learn at different paces and in different stag-
es. But it can certainly be frustrating for parents at home with children comparing each other’s’ progress. 
Things we have considered this week: 
 

- Staff are working towards creating opportunities for small group WebEX sessions for different purposes 
       for children in various year levels 
- Posting work on Dojo or Google Classrooms is not easily done by younger students independently- this 

may be a skill to teach children when they return to school 
- Ongoing adjustments to the layout and access to Google Classroom resources is providing ease of    

access to resources 
Feedback and information about the Learning program is very much valued as we ‘tweak’ the specifics and 
practices of our home learning program. 
 

NO Curriculum Day 26
th

 May 

 As per recent Dojo and Compass posts, our approved curriculum day for Tuesday 26th May has been 
moved to Friday 26th June (last day of term 2). 

 Students in Year F-2 are expected to be at school on Tuesday 26th May. Students in Year 3-6 will con-
tinue with their remote learning on Tuesday 26th May. 

 Our last day of term 2 (Friday 26th June) will be a student free curriculum day. 
Thank you for your understanding as we manage to reschedule our staff professional learning events. 

 
Reports 
Information about our reporting processes for Semester 1 2020 has also recently been posted on Dojo and 
Compass. Our reports WILL be different this term in response to the changes in practice from remote and 
flexible learning in Term 2. 
 
Teachers will aim to acknowledge the efforts of students in response to the available opportunities provided 
through remote learning, whilst also including an indication of observed learning achievements in Term 1 and 
where possible, Term 2. We understand that every remote learning environment is different, the level of avail-
able support varies due to an array of factors (such as work commitments, multiple siblings, etc), and report-
ing on student progress with accuracy in this context is impractical.  
 
Students will not be given a progressive score against the Victorian Curriculum standards this semester. 
However, succinct written comments about student progress and learning engagement will be provided. 
 

Updates to our calendar 2020 

Parents are asked to please be aware that the ever changing nature of the current pandemic means dates 
and events on our school calendar can change with relatively short notice. As far as practicable, advance no-
tice will be provided for changes in any upcoming event details. Parents who are regularly checking Dojo and 
Compass, are more likely to stay abreast of these changes as they occur. Thank you everyone for your em-
pathy and patience with the many calendar and event changes that have already occurred this year. 
 

‘Take a Breath Tuesday’ (repeat of Dojo post) 
As we head towards the end of our 5th week of Remote Learning @ Home, I wish 
to acknowledge that everyone has been working incredibly hard to make our re-
mote learning program a success, for children, parents and staff. 
I also recognise that, for many families, this has been a tough 5 weeks. Balancing 
family and school commitments at the best of times is challenging! 
 
With this in mind, staff have agreed to create a "Take a Breath Tuesday" on Tues-
day 19th May. We are aligning this plan with those of nearby schools who are also 
engaging in this well-being focused day. 
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Whilst we cannot declare an 'official school holiday', we can offer an adjusted program on this day that may help in 
some small way, to alleviate some stress and pressure that families may be feeling in our 'remote learning world'. 
 
'Take a Breath Tuesday' will work as follows at ARPS: 
 

 There will be no WebEx meetings for students on the day 

 Students will still need to respond to the daily class question/ check in on Dojo or Google Classroom 
(This is a school day, so attendance must be recorded) 

 However, students will have the opportunity to use the day to 'catch-up' on any outstanding class 
tasks, assignments or activities without the distraction of video conferencing, teacher posts or commu-
nications throughout the day 
 

We hope this day will also allow our parents to 'take a breath' from all your hard work and support as we 

head into 'return to school' planning. 

Students who are attending Remote Learning at school will also be able to use the day to catch up with 

tasks at school. 

 

Please feel free to make contact if you require any further information about this day. 

Staggered School Days from 26
th

 May 

In line with preparations for the return to school of students on 26
th
 May, some guidelines and infor-

mation is being prepared to assist parents with social distancing requirements when school returns. 

Below is a snippet from the guidelines being developed. We hope to ensure all parents are fully in-

formed of requirements prior to our first cohorts of students returning on 26
th
 May. 

 F-2 students will resume school on May 26th after a pupil-free day on 25th May, when all staff are expected to 

return to the workplace 

 In order to enable parental compliance with social distancing requirements, when students in f-2 return they 

will start their school day at the following times and enter/exit from the following gates: (all gates will have 

signage) 

 Parents are not to enter the school via these entry points. Social distancing markers will be chalked on the pavement out-
side each gate to assist parents and students. 

 Parents may only enter the school via the Main Entry Foyer in the administration building. Social distancing 

 practices will apply whilst parents wait at the office. 

 The staff Car park on Albany Drive will be closed from 8.40am to ensure student/parent safety. 
 
Please keep an eye on Dojo and Compass for more details about staggered recesses and lunchtimes, hy-

giene practices at school, and more information as it becomes available. 
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Entry Time Gate Teacher/class Exit Time   

8.45 3 (Zita Street, Bike 
Shed entry) 

2S 3.15 3 (Zita Street, Bike 
Shed entry) 

8.45 4 (Zita Street, gravel 
path entry) 

2K 3.15 4 (Zita Street, gravel 
path entry) 

8.50 1 (Albany Drive North 
entry) 

1P 3.20 1 (Albany Drive North 
entry) 

8.50 2 (Albany Drive South- 
pedestrian Entry) 

1T 3.20 2 (Albany Drive South- 
pedestrian Entry) 

9.00 3 (Zita Street, Bike 
Shed entry) 

0A 3.30 3 (Zita Street, Bike 
Shed entry) 

9.00 4 (Zita Street, gravel 
path entry) 

0N 3.30 4 (Zita Street, gravel 
path entry) 



Mini-working Bee—WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
WE are planning a Mini-Working Bee tomorrow;  Friday 15th May- 10am-11.30am 
The school grounds need a minor tidy to make everything look great for the children when they return on 
26th May. 
Tasks to be completed are mainly: moving mulch, raking sandpits, turning soft fall and general garden trim-
ming and tidying. 
If you think you can help, please contact the office to confirm we can accommodate the numbers of people 
on the grounds and maintain social distancing requirements.  
All offers of help are appreciated. 
 
Student Leadership: JSC & School Wide Positive Behaviour 
Today we asked our Junior School council students to develop a small list of ideas that we could use for our 
SWPBS Reward Days when our school reward chart is filled. Our JSC team may be asking students in their 
classes about this in upcoming WebEx meetings and at school. When we have a completed list of ideas, we 
will display them and the progress towards achieving our behaviour goals in the school foyer. 
 
Assembly this week: A-Tune-A-Minute 
A final reminder that our A-Tune-A Minute event will occur after the official assembly tomorrow Friday 15th . 
Up to 15 students will be allowed to share their talents after each assembly, for only one minute each. This 
link to register: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/15QQvYUniBxfgzGCGZVZD-
owRwM5ygvWmUcI8vhWmPC0/edit 
The first 15 to register will be given time to perform.  
 
2020 National Simultaneous Story time- 27

th
 May 

Our school will be participating in this event this year. For more details, parents are encouraged to com-
municate with their child’s classroom teacher. 
https://www.alia.org.au/nss 
 

2021- 50 years celebration planning 
Next Year, our school will be 50 years old! It will be a great opportunity to collect and celebrate all the won-
derful achievements of the school over many years of change and development. We have started to create 
an ‘archive’ of information and random documents to share. 
If you find anything ‘historical’ when you are looking though ARPS (and Northvale) online forums, please 
keep this in mind. We would love to create a display with some great stories. 
Anyone with links on ARPS or Northvale Facebook pages is asked to contact me- thanks. 
 
Education Week (scheduled for 17-23 May 2020) has been cancelled in response to coronavirus  
(COVID-19):  https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/Pages/edweek.aspx?Redirect=1 
This week is usually our BIG event week at ARPS, with Spelling Bee, open nights and more. We are looking 
at innovative ideas to support school engagement during this week, and have moved all other aspects of the 
week to later in the year (including book character dress up day). 
 

MORE Support from all over 

This week our local Woolworths store provided ARPS community members with store gift card credit to help 
with the challenges of grocery costs. Community members who received this support have been very grate-
ful in these challenging times. 

Families are encouraged to make contact with the school if support is required for daily necessities. We are 
all in this together and our staff are keen to advocate for our families in any way we can. Just email/ call/ Do-
jo and let us know how we might help  :)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum and Learning: Focus on Integrated Learning 

Our Year one and two students have been studying non-fiction text features and content over the past few 
weeks, creating and sharing some excellent examples of the features of this text type: 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/15QQvYUniBxfgzGCGZVZD-owRwM5ygvWmUcI8vhWmPC0/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/15QQvYUniBxfgzGCGZVZD-owRwM5ygvWmUcI8vhWmPC0/edit
https://www.alia.org.au/nss
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/Pages/edweek.aspx?Redirect=1
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Judy Drew 

PRINCIPAL 

Year 6-7 Transition 

Parents and carers of year 6 students can access the year 7 placement information pack and application 
form from the Albany Rise Primary School webpage and this Department of Education webpage: https://
www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/year-6-to-7.aspx 

 
  

Enrolments for 2021 
 

Do you have a sibling starting at ARPS in 2021? 
Have you completed and returned an enrolment form? 

 
Enrolments are being accepted now for next year. Please help us to confirm numbers for next year by con-
tacting the office to confirm your intentions to enrol for next year. 
 
Parents can check if they are inside our school zone via this link: https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/ 
 

Confirmation of enrolment letters are being sent to families of students with siblings already in the 

school, or who are enrolling from within our school zone. 

 

 
   

 

School Song 
(for those on WebEx who are keen to join in)! 

 

We love to sing and we love to play 

We talk in Mandarin 

Surf the internet all day. 

We love to kick a ball, 

We love to skip and run 

We love to shoot a hoop 

Everything we do is fun. 

‘Cause we’re a great bunch of kids at Albany Rise 

The teachers they’re great too. 

We’re helpful and friendly at Albany Rise 

We’re the jade and navy blue. 

We learn to read and we learn to write 

We’re shown how to be a friend and we’re taught not to fight. 

We learn to work together 

We learn to get along 

We love our school 

That’s why we sing this song. 

Repeat Chorus 

 

Friday 17
th
 April 2020 Transition information Packs distributed to 2020 Year 6 families from ARPS 

 
Friday 29

th
 May 2020 

  

Application for Year 7 Placement forms to be returned to ARPS by this date. 

Wednesday 19
th
 August 2020 

  

Primary Schools notify parent and carers of Year 6 students of Year 7 placement  
offers, in writing. 

Monday 31
st
 August 2020 

  

Closing date for parents to lodge any non-placement appeals with secondary 
schools. 

Tuesday 8
th
 December 2020 Secondary Schools host orientation day for all 2021 Year 7 students. 
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https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/year-6-to-7.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/year-6-to-7.aspx
https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
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A repeat of some  

beautifully handwritten 

work from our  

Year 1 and 2 students is  

also to be admired 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
          OA Rusan ON Novak 

          1P Yazan 1T David 

          2K Thomas 2S Levi 

          3M Shravani 3R Noah 

          4R Georgia 4W Jay 

          5D Ethan 5JM Mawut 

          56F Fatima 6C Ekaterina 



Privacy 
 

 

PRIVACY INFORMATION for parents, guardians and carers 

 
 

During the ordinary course of your child’s attendance at our school, school staff will collect your child’s personal and health 

information when necessary to educate your child, or to support your child’s social and emotional wellbeing or health in the 

school context. Such information will also be collected when required to fulfil a legal obligation, including duty of care, anti-

discrimination law and occupational health and safety law. If that information is not collected, the school may be unable to 

provide optimal education or support to your child, or fulfil those legal obligations. 

 

For example, health information may be collected through the school nurse, primary welfare officer or wellbeing staff mem-

ber. If your child is referred to a specific health service at school, such as a Student Support Services officer, the required 

consent will be obtained. Our school also collects information provided by parents, guardians and carers through the School 

Entrance Health Questionnaire (SEHQ) and the Early Childhood Intervention Service (ECIS) Transition Form. 

 

Our school may use online tools, such as apps and other software, to collect and manage information about your child. 

When our school uses these online tools, we take steps to ensure that your child’s information is secure. These online tools 

enable our school to efficiently and effectively manage important information about your child and also to communicate 

with you. If you have any concerns about the use of these online tools, please contact us. 

School staff will only share your child’s personal or health information with other staff who need to know to enable the 

school to educate or support your child, or fulfil a legal obligation. 

 

When our students transfer to another Victorian government school, personal and health information about that student 

will be transferred to that next school. Transferring this information is in the best interests of our students and assists that 

next school to provide optimal education and support to students. 

 

In some limited circumstances, information may be disclosed outside of the school (and outside of the Department of Educa-

tion and Training). The school will seek your consent for such disclosures unless the disclosure is allowed or mandated by 

law. 

 

Our school values the privacy of every person. When collecting and managing personal and health information, all school 

staff must comply with Victorian privacy law. For more information about privacy including about how to access personal 

and health information held by the school about you or your child, see our school’s privacy policy at: https://albanyrise-

ps.vic.edu.au/our-school/#policies 

 

Throughout this notice, ‘staff’ includes principals, teachers, Student Support Service officers, youth workers, social workers, 
nurses and any other allied health practitioners and all other staff at our school. This includes employees, agents and service 
providers (contractors) of the Department, whether paid or unpaid. 

 

Our school is currently updating our Online Services Notification and Privacy Collection policy. This will be presented to 
School Council on 20th May. Parents are encouraged to email/ dojo message to Judy for input. 

 

         

https://albanyrise-ps.vic.edu.au/our-school/#policies
https://albanyrise-ps.vic.edu.au/our-school/#policies



