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Our Albany Rise Primary School whole community effort to protect our children’s safety and wellbeing by taking part in Remote
Learning at home, has been outstanding. The collaboration and
communication between families and their teachers has been
incredible and I wish to express my heartfelt thanks to all families
for taking on this challenge with resilience, courage and optimism.
I know many of our families are finding these new routines and
use of technology both challenging and rewarding. We have responded to feedback from students and families as the ideas for
improvements to the program have emerged, and we are working
hard to create a program that is both consistent and accessible
for all.
This week, we are sending a posted ‘mailout’ to each family. We
hope it will arrive early next week. The ‘mailout’ will contain a
copy of our updated Parent Handbook (also available on the
school website), some art supplies for year F-2 students, updated
timetables for Webex meetings (thanks Miss Costa), some ideas
for wellbeing support (from Katrina Karlson), and more. We hope
our families find these resources valuable.
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During the school holidays, school staff have had multiple online
meetings and planning sessions to ensure the processes for engaging with our online learning portal are clear and easy to follow
for our families. Our school website has been updated, with a
‘Remote Learning @ Home site for families to access many resources, links, timetables, and direct access to Google Classrooms. I encourage families to take a look at all the valuable resources on this site, as a HUGE amount of work has gone into it
(Thanks Mrs Nyhuis).
I appreciate all the families who have followed, messaged and
engaged on Dojo. This has been the primary form of instant communication between staff and our families. I will not cover all of
the information shared recently in this Newsletter. However, I will
remind everyone to ensure you have booked online if you intend
to send your child to school, as your needs match the Department of Education criteria. This must be completed each Friday
10am to ensure staffing is organised, as we have only a very
small number of staff at school each day.
Families are also encouraged to send Dojo messages to their
child’s teacher in the first instance, and then to leadership if
needed. Multiple messages from many families in many classes
can be challenging for leadership to respond to during the day
whilst at school with staff and students.
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Congratulations to all the families who have been adding student work to the Google Classroom pages and
on Dojo Portfolios. I have been enjoying seeing all the work ‘pop’ up each day!
I know that families are all facing different challenges at the moment. As a community, our aim is to act in a
way that will continue to keep everyone safe and well. That means, if children can
stay at home, they must stay at home, to avoid the spread of this terrible virus.
Our staff will work very hard to help each and every family, no matter what your
circumstances. Many of our staff have their own children at home; so while ARPS
staff are providing a home learning program for ARPS children, they are (at the
same time), helping their own children with their school home learning program.
Our staff really do understand the challenges for families and aim to do their best
to help each child at this time, whilst, like many of you, balancing their work from
home and teaching their children. We encourage all our families to persevere and
remain optimistic as we work together to develop the best program we can. Our
focus for this week and next week is simply to ensure all our families are engaged
and communicating with their teachers, with new routines beginning to be established.
‘We are all in this together”message from Mrs Drew’s
daughter

Personally, I understand and empathise with families in very hard circumstances.
My own family has been impacted; with my daughters’ experiences including one
job loss, one working at home with 4 children on two different school learning programs, and one working in a leadership role on the ‘front line’ in a Melbourne Hospital whilst managing a two
year old when she comes home after night duty.
As I have said many times; we are all in this together. Keep smiling, keep trying, let’s do this!
When we slow down,
we are more aware of our surroundings and notice the small joys.
When we slow down,
it will be easier to keep our safe distance from others and see the vast spaces available to us.
When we slow down,
we will be helping our central nervous system and in turn improve our bodies’ capacity to cope.
When we slow down,
we will be better support to those who need us.
- Leonie Abbott, Assistant Director Education at Berry Street

Assembly- on Webex
Many families will have seen the ‘new’ timetable includes a Webex assembly for year F-2 (2.30pm) and
Year 3-6 (3pm) tomorrow. This is my optimistic attempt to allow parents and students to join our school Assembly and give a little bit of ‘routine’ and familiarity (and fun?) to the strangeness of our current situation.
And I miss your faces!
So…we hope that we can have everyone join this Assembly/ Webex meeting via the invitations sent to each
class Dojo. Teachers may have added this information to Google Classrooms also. Please be sure to refer
to the Webex protocols sent out in the Parent Handbook. We expect everyone to remember our Code of
Conduct and ICT Acceptable Use Agreement. For many people, this will just be a first chance to see how
Webex works. Please follow the instructions in Dojo, including the understanding that the password and link
is not sent to anyone beyond our student/family community. Let’s hope it works tomorrow :)

What is happening around the School?
We have had a lot of facilities work occurring during the school holidays, with some more planned for the
next few weeks. Here is just a sample:

Painting in the library
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New roof & frames in the STEM room
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Refurbished windows in room 9
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New aluminium window frames
On Rms 9/10 pod

New window & frames in
many classrooms (mainly 1-6)

New roof in office foyer

We are looking forward to showing off all the completed works when families return. All of these works have
been undertaken through grants pursued with the support of our School Council facilities sub-committee,
sparing the school any expense. We are also planning to have our new Air Conditioning for the Gymnasium
installed in the next week. More information to follow soon about this exciting project!
OSHClub- still available
We have been very fortunate to be able to have this service onsite from the start of the term, including a full
day of care on our curriculum day on Tuesday 14th March.
OSHClub offers care for students at Albany Rise Primary School from 6.45am – 8.45am every morning, and
From 3.45pm-6.15pm every afternoon.
You do not need to have your child registered to attend school (if you are a critical worker), to take advantage
of this service. Bookings are all online – a link is on the school website. OSHClub is an external provider with
social distances and booking protocols which may differ from those of the Department of Education. However
the care of students and their families is the highest priority for this service.
Our 2019 Annual Report was presented at the first meeting of the new 2020 School Council on Wednesday
18th March. A copy of the Annual Report can be seen on the school website.
Next Meetings:
Council Meeting:
Finance
Education
Facilities
Parent Association
Marketing

Date/Time
20th May 2020 @ 7pm
Mon 11th May @ 7am
Thurs 7th May @ 6pm
Wed 13th May @ 6pm
Weds 22nd April @ 2.45pm
Weds 20th May @ 6pm

All meetings to be held via Webex unless advised otherwise
Welcome

A special welcome to new families who have joined our school this term. We are sure you will enjoy our close
knit community, once you get to meet us all!
Also, a big welcome to Mrs Wendy Turner, who will being continuing to work with Mrs Johnston in 5JM for all
of term 2. Mrs Turner has been teaching at ARPS since Term 1 and has already been ensuring students are
engaged in their online learning.

Enrolments for 2021
I encourage all parents with siblings due to start in 2021 at ARPS to submit enrolments early to assist our

long term planning. The enrolment forms are available on the school website.
Enrolments for 2021 will also be accepted for any students who live within the school zone.
Parents can check if they are inside our school zone via this link: https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
Confirmation of enrolment letters are being sent to families of students with siblings already in the school, or
who are enrolling from within our school zone.
Judy Drew
PRINCIPAL
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