ARPS NEWS
19th March, 2020
CALENDAR TERM 1, 2020
Fri

20th Mar Peer Mediator Badge
Presentation

Fri

20th Mar COLOUR EXPLOSION
POSTPONED—OCT 16th

Tues

24th Mar Foundation/Yr 1 Teddy
Bears Hospital 9 -1.30pm

CANCELLED

Wed

25th Mar Maths Olympiads
Commence
(selected students)

Principal’s Report

Mini- Olympics

Our Junior students enjoyed a fantastic sports event last Friday,
with all Foundation to Year 2 students taking part in our ‘MiniOlympics’ event on the oval. Students ran, jumped, crawled and
rolled in a range of fun and active competitions, whilst our Year 6
Leaders supervised and helped facilitate the event. Many thanks
to Mr Mac for all his planning, preparation and coordination of our
Mini-Olympics.

Thurs 26th Mar ARPS House Athletics
Carnival (all day) Yrs 3-6

POSTPONED TBA

Thurs 26th Mar Foundation 2021
Group Tour - 9.00an

CANCELLED

Fri

27th Mar EASTER RAFFLE DRAW
Easter Hat Parade F-2
At ASSEMBLY

FRI

27th Mar TERM ONE CONCLUDES
2.30pm
Office closes - 2.45pm

Mon

20th Apr

Wed
—Fri

22nd Apr Briar’s Camp
-24th Apr Year s 3 & 4

MonFri

27th Apr- Life Education Van 1st May All year levels

Mon

4th May

PPAL Adult Learning
Session

POSTPONED

STUDENT FREE DAY

Peer Mediators

Our 16 Peer Mediators will receive their badges tomorrow at a
small presentation in our Administration Building, which will be
broadcast over our school Public Address system. The students
have already begun their work in the yard, with pairs of students
taking on the role to support staff during lunchtimes each day.
We congratulate our Peer Mediator group on their commitment
and hard work.

Friday 20th
MARCH
Foundation 2021 Group
tour is CANCELLED
Please contact the office if
you would like a private tour
9547 1146
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COVID-19 Updates and Information for Families

The community support and appreciation for the efforts of all staff to assist the learning and wellbeing needs
of every student has been outstanding over the past two weeks.
I wish to offer my heartfelt gratitude to all our families who are working with us as we develop learning options for all our students. I know you appreciate that we are creating a number of new processes in communication and remote learning task development; I do hope everyone takes the opportunity to learn with us,
as we develop and refine these processes to provide effective home learning options, whilst still also providing a quality classroom learning experience.
Much of the information in relation to COVID-19 will continue to be relayed through Dojo and on Compass.
The Department of Education is providing regular updates and directions to schools, as the situation evolves
each day. Of course, our priority is to maintain a safe, supportive and engaging learning environment for
every ARPS student.

Incursions and Assemblies

Visitors are still very welcome to come our school, unless they are speaking to an audience of over 500 people, in which case the guidelines for mass gatherings will be followed.
Until further notice, there will be no school assemblies. Student awards will still be presented weekly via the
Public Address system with the support of our student leadership team.

Access to Information

For Victorian schools and their community members, the Department’s COVID-19 website is the single authoritative source for advice and information.

Student Absences

Again, the advice of the Chief Health Officer remains at present that our school should stay open, except in
the case of a confirmed case of coronavirus disease (COVID-19).
If parents make the decision to keep their child/ren at home, our school will record this as a ‘Code 807 –
Parent Choice School Approved’. Please include the word 'COVID-19' in the absence comments.
Any student exhibiting the following symptoms (fever, breathing difficulties such as breathlessness,
coughing, sore throat and fatigue or tiredness) should not attend school. If we see these symptoms in any
child at school we will do the following:





Reassure the student if they are anxious
Move the student to a single room away from others, being mindful of the student's wellbeing
Contact the child’s parents/carers, to inform them of the advice from health authorities and ask them to
come and collect their child.

Before and After school

One of the lovely aspects of our school culture is the community coming together at the start and end of
each day. Often families will linger after school and chat, children will play, and everyone enjoys some time
together as a community. In the current climate, I encourage families to consider ‘social distancing’ advice,
and limit time spent congregating in the school grounds before and after school, as far as practical.

Practical Support for Families

Any family who feels they are in ‘dire straits’ and unable to access any groceries, should contact the school
office. We certainly do not want any students going hungry. We are in a position to offer some of our ‘Food
Bank’ provisions for families who are struggling and cannot access any other support (on a case by case
basis- NB. We do not have toilet paper to offer- sorry).
Remote Learning resources and information are available on Compass (some curriculum information on Dojo for this week is provided as a short- term measure). Every student now also has the option to access
Google Classroom. Resources are slowing being added to Google Classroom as staff learn the best ways to
engage with students and families through this portal. Hard copies or resources for Year levels can also be
collected from the office.
I will continue to send out information regularly as any changes in the situation or new information arises.
Information will be provided on Compass and Dojo.
.
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Year 6-7 Transition 2021

With the COVID-19 restrictions in place, many secondary schools are now limiting the access of families
entering the school for events or tours. Wellington Secondary College has recently provided the following
advice:

Unfortunately Wellington Secondary College has made the decision to cancel our remaining school
tours in the best interest of all involved.

At this stage, we have no intention of rescheduling tours. Prospective families can visit our website at
wellingtonsc@vic.edu.au for further information about our school.
Several other Secondary Colleges are taking similar steps to limit the spread of infection. Parents are advised to contact prospective secondary schools directly for advice in relation to transition opportunities.

Events- Postponed, Cancelled, Rescheduled

I encourage all families to keep a close watch on updates for events on calendars, on Compass and our
weekly newsletter. We are working to ensure students still enjoy the benefits of a broad range of extra
curicula experiences, whilst following DET advice to keep students safe and well, by cancelling excursions
and camps from 17th March.

School Council Annual Reporting Meeting

Our 2019 Annual Report was presented at our first meeting of the new 2020 School Council on Wednesday
18th March. There were many positives to celebrate from the year, and also an acknowledgement that continued rigour needs to be applied to improve student outcomes in all areas. A copy of the report will be
available on the School Website very soon.
Highlights and achievements from 2019 included:






An increase in positive responses for students in the Attitudes to School Survey in school connectedness, teacher effectiveness and stimulated learning
An increase in the percentage of students with high growth in Reading (NAPLAN)
Embedding of the Reading Instructional Model and staff leadership development
Establishing School Wide Positive Behaviour Supports with input from students, staff and community

2019 was the second year of our four-year strategic plan. In 2020, we are initiating a major focus on our
Mathematics program and practices, alongside continuing our focus on building a positive, engaging and
productive learning culture through School Wide Positive Behaviour Support. Our staff team are eager to
engage our parent community to collaborate on these improvement focus areas in 2020, so that all students
have the best possible learning outcomes.

Harmony Week 15th – 21st March 2020

As a school, one of our characteristics that
we particularly pride, is our highly inclusive,
multicultural and diverse community. Students in our school have the opportunity to
learn so much from the broad experiences of
their peers, with so many different cultures
represented across every year level.

Each year, we join with schools all over the nation, to celebrate
this wonderful diversity and the benefits to our school and broader community. At ARPS this year, students enjoyed a presentation from talented puppeteers, as well as a range of classroom
activities to gain a deeper understanding of some of the cultures
represented in our school and beyond.
Thanks again to parents for supporting this special event, by encouraging students to take part with enthusiasm in our
Multicultural Day today.
More information about Multicultural Harmony Day can be found
here: https://www.harmony.gov.au/
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Enrolments for 2021

We already have a number of enrolments for 2021 submitted at the office. Parents intending to enrol siblings for next year, are asked to please confirm these intentions by submitting enrolment forms this term.
Enrolments for 2021 will also be accepted for any students who live within the school zone.
Parents can check if they are inside our school zone via this link: https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/

Judy Drew
PRINCIPAL

-

School Banking has temporaily paused.

The health, safety and wellbeing of our communities and our people is our first priority. Due to the rapidly
developing situation with coronavirus, School Banking has been temporarily paused from 20 March 2020
until the start of Term 2. Please don’t bring your deposit book with your weekly banking into school and we
will notify you when banking will recommence.

Excursion

Year Level

Payment & Permission
Slip due

Date of

State School Spectacular T/Shirt

Selected Year 3-6

14/2/20

N/A

Excursion

CANCELLED
State School Dance 1/2 Rehearsals

Selected Year 3-6

State School Choir

Selected Year 3-6

Rehearsal
Multicultural Day

Athletics Carnival

12/3/20

19/3/20 and

CANCELLED

21/5/20

TBC

TBC

CANCELLED
Whole School

Year 3-6

12/3/20

THURSDAY

COMMENCING - 9.15am

19/3/20

19/3/20

26/3/20

CANCELLED
Briar’s Camp Deposit

Yrs 3-4

Briar’s Camp Final Payment

Yrs 3-4

19/3/20

22/4-24/4/20

POSTPONED
15/4/20

22/4/20

POSTPONED
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