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CALENDAR
Thur. 21st Mar

Multicultural Harmony Day

Fri.

22nd Mar Yr F-2 Twilight Sports (in school
day)

Wed
- Fri

27th –
29th Mar

Fri.

29th Mar Grandparents Day F-2

Year 3/4 Camp to Golden
Valley Lodge

Wed. 3rd Apr

ANZAC Ceremony for School
Leaders—Glen Waverley

Thur. 4th Apr

ARPS House Athletics Carnival
(all day) Yr 3-6

Fri.

Easter Hat Parade (Assembly)

5th Apr

LAST DAY OF TERM - 2.30pm
Tues
.

TERM

3 BEGINS

Thur 25th Apr Public Holiday –
NO SCHOOL
Mon

29th Apr

Student Photos

Colour Explosion- A fabulous Community Event
Seeing all of our community working together for this special Parent Association fundraiser was just another indication of the great
community spirit we have here at ARPS. All of our families and
staff who took part in our Colour Explosion fun run last Friday
afterschool had a wonderful time and enjoyed a lot of great fun,
plenty of food, and heaps of colour for everyone. Opportunities
and events like these take many hours to plan and loads of parent volunteers. I wish to especially thank all of the parents
involved in the communication, planning, collection of food and
equipment, set up on the day, food preparation and clean up after
the event. Thanks too, to all the ARPS staff who joined in the fun.
The support from the many helpers on the day made for a very
enjoyable event for all involved, and a great fundraising opportunity.
Congratulations to the Parent Association for all your hard work
leading up to the event and on the day. I’m sure planning for the
next big event is already underway!

Multicultural Harmony Day- Celebrated today!

Student Free days 2019

(School Council approved these days at the meeting on 21 st November 2018)

Friday 3rd May
Curriculum Day

Friday 24th May
Reporting

HELPERS WANTED
PLEASE by Mr Mac

Thanks again to parents for supporting this special event,
by encouraging students to dress-up in such fabulous outfits to celebrate Multicultural Harmony day today.

ATHLETICS DAY

4th APRIL
Please leave your
name at the office.
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As a school, one of our characteristics that we particularly pride, is our highly inclusive, multicultural and
diverse community. Students in our school have the opportunity to learn so much from the broad experiences of their peers, with so many different cultures represented across every year level.
Each year, we join with schools all over the nation, to celebrate this wonderful diversity and the benefits
to our school and broader community. At ARPS this year, students enjoyed a presentation from talented
Asian dancers, as well as a range of classroom activities to gain a deeper understanding of some of the
cultures represented in our school and beyond.
More information about Multicultural Harmony Day can be found here: https://www.harmony.gov.au/

Extra Curricula; Out and about!

Our Year 1 and 2 students enjoyed a wonderful day out visiting Heritage Hill Museum last Thursday. The
students learnt about ‘the olden days’ and had the opportunity to experience some historical lifestyle and
learning as part of their Inquiry Learning unit of work. This week, students have been writing recounts
about their experiences, and I have been very excited about the ‘WOW’ words and sentence openers
that our Year 1s have been using to describe their new learning.
Our Year 3 to 6 students had the opportunity to extend their learning about Science, Technology, engineering and Maths (STEM) on Friday, with all classes attending the Formula 1 racing event in Melbourne. The students had many hands-on experiences and presentations from a broad range of exhibitors at the event. Students in all classes will be linking learning from the excursion to their STEM learning, Literacy and Maths.

Next week, our Year 3 and 4 students are heading off to Camp at Golden Valley’s Lodge. This fabulous adventure camp by the sea, offers students the chance to grow their independence, use leadership
skills, practice their organisational abilities and develop social competences. I am sure all the students
attending are excited about the adventure ahead!
Planning and preparation for these curriculum linked events takes considerable time, thought and collaboration for staff and we are very appreciative of all our parents who ensure permissions and communication with the school is timely and supportive. I am sure that all students who attend all these events, enjoy sharing their experiences with parents and carers as well as celebrating the confidence and growth
that comes with taking on new knowledge and skills.

School Council AGM
Our School Council AGM, and the first meeting of our 2019 School Council group, was held on Wednesday night. The Annual Report to the School Community for the 2018 year was presented, with some very
positive outcomes from last year shared at this meeting.
There were several outcomes that were particularly pleasing:
An increase in positive responses for students in the Attitudes to School Survey, across all domains
An increase in the percentage of students with high growth in Writing (NAPLAN)
An increase in the overall attendance rate for all students.
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2018 was the first year of our new four-year strategic plan. It is very pleasing to see data confirming several of the areas we worked hard to improve, have shown such positive results.
In 2019, we are continuing a major focus on our Reading program and practices, alongside our focus on
building a positive, engaging and productive learning culture. Staff are looking forward to working alongside parents to collaborate on these improvement focus areas in 2019, so that all students have the best
possible learning outcomes.

2020 Enrolments

This week, packs were sent out to all families with siblings who may be eligible to enrol at ARPS in 2020.
Demand for places in schools in our network is high.
As you may be aware, demand for Foundation (Prep) year enrolments in our school’s region has increased significantly in recent years. Like many of our neighbouring schools, Albany Rise Primary School
is eager to communicate with families who already have siblings enrolled in the school, to ensure 2020
Foundation enrolments for younger brothers and sisters are prioritised.
Parents may have read recent reports of many schools prioritizing enrolments for children within government primary school neighbourhood zones. The Department of Education provides this advice for families enrolling in government schools:

If there's not enough places at a school, children will be enrolled in this order:
1. Students who live in the school's neighbourhood zone.

2. Students with a brother or sister at the same permanent address, and the siblings who will be attending
the same school at the same time.
3. Students who live closest to the school (if enrolments are restricted).
4. Students who want to enrol for a particular subject or activity the school offers.
5. All other students in order of how close they live to the school.
6. If there are exceptional circumstances or compassionate grounds.
This year, we are seeking to ensure we have a good understanding of our enrolment numbers early in the
year. This will enable early planning for staffing and resources, as needed.

If you have not placed your child’s 2020 Foundation enrolment form into the school’s front office,
we strongly encourage you to do so.
If you know any family who anticipates sending their child to Albany Rise in 2020, please encourage them
to obtain an enrolment form from the front office as soon as is convenient.

Supporting Children with Tragic Events

The impact of the recent tragedy stretches far beyond New Zealand. Some of our children may be looking
to you for guidance and support as they try to make sense of this event.
Some may have watched the footage on the news and feel impacted by the images. Others may feel unsure of their safety and will need reassurance and support to feel safe.
Tips for parents on supporting children and young people and helping them feel safe during this time can
be found here:
Supporting children and young people with distressing events or https://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-12-23/
illustrated-guide-coping-traumatic-news/5985104

Judy Drew
Principal
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MINI SPORTS CARNIVAL 2019
Friday the 22nd of March
This year our ARPS Mini Sports Carnival will be held on our new, fantastic oval at school. All children from
Foundation to Grade 2 will take part and are encouraged to come to the day dressed in their house colours. The Expo will be broken up into six rotations. The duration of each rotation will be approximately
15 minutes.
The carnivals will go for 90 minutes and will be run by our school student leaders and staff who will be
running the day itself. Classroom teachers will be with their grade while they are taking part in their sessions. Grade 6 students will accompany their Foundation buddies during the carnival. Rotation timetable
is below.

Rotation times:
Rotation 1: 11:45am – 12:00pm
Rotation 2: 12:00pm – 12:15pm
Rotation 3: 12:15pm – 12:30pm

Rotation 4: 12:30pm – 12:45pm
Rotation 5: 12:45pm – 1:00pm
Rotation 6: 1:00pm – 1:15pm
At the completion of the rotations students will all come together to have an early lunch outside.
If students are unclear on which house they are in please check with Janine before Friday the 22 nd of
March.
Thank you, Mr McCaffrey

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
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3F

Ari

3G

Anzel
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